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This invention relates to furniture, and more particu 
larly to partition structures for use with desks, tables, 
and the like to provide semi-private - compartments or 
offices for various office functions. ... 
There are many office functions, such as Purchasing, 

Sales, Interviewing, and the like, which require a lesser 
degree of privacy than is afforded by a completely en- ". . . . Ym m gree of privacy ina y E. line; 2 of Figi, closed office formed by permanent floor-to-ceiling walls 
or partitions. For functions of this sort, partitions mount 
ed along the sides and rear of a desk can provide an ade 
quate degree of privacy. Various partition installations 
for desks, tables, counters and the like have been sug 
gested heretofore, but such installations have been bulky 
and expensive. Also, they usually require permanentan 
choring, and they invariably deface or mar the articles of 
furniture to which they are applied. . 
The primary object of my invention is to provide an 

improved partition structure for various articles of furni 
ture which will be free from the aforementioned and other 
difficulties inherent in partition structures known hereto 
fore. - m 

More particularly, it is an object of my invention to 
provide an improved partition structure which is suitable 
for use with such articles of furniture as desks, tables, 
benches, counters, and the like to provide semi-private 
compartments or offices, and which can be applied to, and 
removed from, such articles with 
mum of time. 
Another object of my invention is to provide an im 

proved partition structure as aforesaid which is simple, 
yet very sturdy, in construction. 

Still another object of my invention is to provide an 
improved partition structure as above set forth which 
will not mar or deface the furniture to which it is applied. 
A further object of my invention is to provide an in 

proved partition structure of the type indicated above 
which can be installed readily even by unskilled workmen. 

It is also an object of my invention to provide an im 
proved partition structure as aforesaid which can be fabri 
cated and assembled easily, which is inexpensive in cost, 
which is pleasing in appearance, and which is highly effi 
cient in use. W . . . . . . . . . - 3. 

In accordance with one form of my invention, the stru 
ture comprises a plurality of substantially U-shaped clamps 
of spring steel or other resilient metal which can be slipped 
easily onto the overhanging marginal portions of the cus 
tomary tops of desks, tables, etc. at spaced points there 
along and held clamped thereon by the inherent resiliency 
of the clamps. Each clamp has an arm which rests on 
the desk or table top, these arms being arranged parallel 
to each other and at right angles to the edges of said margi 
nal portions. Secured to these arms, as by spot welding, 
is a channel member or other suitable holder in which is 
mounted a partition of glass, plastic, wood, or any other 
suitable material. One such structure can be mounted 
along a side of a desk, for example (either left or right), 
and another along the rear edge thereof. This provides 

great ease and in a mini 
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an L-shaped partition structure which affords a certain 
degree of semi-privacy. The proximate, vertical edges 
of the two partitions may be joined together by a suitable 
connecting device to give added strength and firmness to 
the structure. If desired, side partitions may be mount 
ed along both sides of the desk to provide a U-shaped 
structure which will give still greater privacy. However, 
if a number of desks provided with my improved partition 
structure are to be placed adjacent to each other, as in 
crowded areas, only the L-shaped structure need be used, 
and the desks can be disposed in various arrangements to 
afford the desired type and degree of privacy. 
The novel features of my invention, both as to its or 

ganization and manner of use, as well as additioinal objects 
and advantages thereof, will be understood more readily 
from the following description, when read in connection 
with the accompanying drawings, in which m 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of one form of partition 
structure according to my invention, the structure being 
shown applied to a desk (shown in phantom) by way of 
illustration, 

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary sectional view taken along the 

Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 2 but showing a modified 
form of clamping device according to my invention, 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary, perspective, exploded view of 
one form of corner piece for connecting the proximate 
edge portions of a pair of cooperating partitions in accord 
ance with my invention, 
Fig. 5 is a fragmentary sectional view taken along the 

line 5-5 of Fig. 1, and 
Figs. 6 to 12, inclusive, are diagrammatic views illus 

trating various desk arrangements for desks equipped with 
partition structures according to my invention, the desks 
being variously arranged to provide different types and 
degrees of privacy to suit different requirements. 

Referring more particularly to Figs. 1 to 5, inclusive, 
there is shown a desk 1 which includes a top 3 having 
overhanging left and right marginal portions 5 and 7, 
respectively, a front overhanging marginal portion 9, and 
a rear overhanging marginal portion 11. Clamped to the 
marginal portion 5 in spaced relation to each other there 
along are a pair of substantially U-shaped clamps 13. 
The clamps 13 may be made of spring steel bands or of 
other resilient material, suitably finished to provide a 
pleasing appearance. Three or more such clamps 13 may 
also be clamped to the rear marginal portion 11 of the 
desktop. 

Each clamp 13 has a relatively long arm 15 which en 
gages and preferably lies flat against the upper surface of 
the top 3, a relatively short arm 17 which engages the 
lower surface of the top 3, and a connecting arm. 19 which 
engages the side edge or the rear edge of the desk, as 
the case may be. The clamps 13 can be readily slipped 
onto the appropriate marginal portions, and they can be 
removed therefrom just as easily. No special tools are 
required for this. Because of the inherent resilience of the 
material of the clamps 13, the clamps will firmly grip 
or clamp the desktop once they are applied thereto. Pref. 
erably, the arm 17 has an inwardly turned end 21. By 
first applying each clamp at the end 21, it can be tilted 
easily into position by simply pivoting around this end. 
The inwardly turned end 21 also serves to slightly “bite' 
into the desktop and thus assure a firm grip of the clamp 
thereon. 

Secured to upper arms 15, as by spot welding, is a 
channel member or other suitable partition holder 23 of 
metal lined with strips 25 of felt or the like. The strips. 
25 are of a length somewhat shorter than the desk margi 
nal portions along which they are to be disposed, and 
they are perpendicular to the arms 15. Thus, when the 
clamps 13 are mounted on the desktop with their arms. 
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15. Substantially.-normal or perpendicular-to-one of the 
edges thereof, the channel member 23 secured thereto 
will be disposed substantially parallel to such edge. 
Mounted in each channel 23 between the strips 25 

thereof is a panel partition 27 of glass, plastic, wood, 
fiber board, or any other suitable material. The panels 
27 are of a height to extend upwardly from the desk 
top a distance sufficient to provide necessary privacy. 
With one panel 27 disposed along one side of the desk 
(either the left or the right side, as desired) and the 
ther panel 27 disposed along the rear of the desk, there 

is provided an L-shaped partition structure. If a third 
panel is mounted along the other side of the desk, there 
is provided a U-shaped partition structure which affords 
even greater privacy. 
To give added strength and firmness to the partition 

structure, the proximate, vertical, marginal or edge por 
tions 27g of the panels 27 are connected together by a 
vertically extending corner piece. 29. The connecting 
device 29 comprises a pair of cooperating outer and 
inner panel clamping members 31 and 33, respectively. 
The outer member 31 has seats 31a which engage the 
outer surfaces of the panel marginal portions. 27a, and 
the inner member 33 has laterally extending arms 33a 
which similarly engage the inner surfaces of the panel 
marginal pertions. 27a. The outer member 31 is also 
formed with a channel 35 in which the heads 36 of one 
or more internaily threaded sleeves 37 are received. The 
inner member 33 carries a corresponding number of 
screws 39, which are threaded into the sleeves 37. When 
the screws are tightened, the clamping members 3i and 
33 are drawn together to firmly camp the panels' 27 and 
lock thein to each other. A closure 40 having spring 
fingers 4i which snap into the clamping members 31,33 
closes the upper end of these clamping members and pro 
vides a finish therefor, . . . . 
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The channel members 23 may be pre-cut to standard 
sizes to fit the articles of furniture to which they are 
appied aid welded to a suitable number of spring clamps 
i3 as above described. To mount a partition structure 
such as that described heretofore, it is merely necessary 
to slip the claraps 13 with attached channel members or 
partition holders 23 onto, the marginal portions of the 

40 

4. 
In Fig. 10 is shown another-arrangement-of desks, using 

L-shaped partition structures. Here, the two sets of end 
desks are arranged side to back so that the vertically 
disposed desks effectively have partitions along both 
sides as well as the back, while the horizontally disposed 
desks have partitions only along the back and one side. 
However, by arranging four desks in "pin-wheel' fashion, 
as in the center set of desks, all four will effectively have 
partitions along both sides and the back to provide a 
greater degree of privacy for all. Various other desk 
arrangements which are self-explanatory are shown in 
Figs. 11 and 12, and many other arrangements will, no 
doubt, readily suggest themselves. 
From the foregoing description, it will be apparent 

that I have provided an improved partition structure 
which is simple in construction, which can be applied and 
removed easily, and which readily lends itself to efficient 
use with many articles of furniture. It is to be under 
stood that the structure described above is only for 
the purpose of illustration. Hence, I desire. that the 
foregoing shall be taken merely as exemplary and not 
in a limiting sense. 

- I claim as my invention: 
1. A device for supporting a privacy affording partition 

on the top of an article of furniture having an overhang 
ing marginal portion along an edge thereof, said device 
comprising at least one substantially U-shaped clamping 
member adapted to embrace said marginal portion, said 
clamping member including a first arm adapted to rest 
on said top and a second arm having an inwardly directed 
free end adapted to engage the lower surface of said 
marginal portion and about which said clamping men 
ber can be tilted for applying said clamping member to 
said marginal portion, said clamping member being adapt 
ed to be retained on said marginal portion by the pressure 
of said first and second arms thereagainst, and a channel 
member secured to said first arm in a position to overie 
said first arm and also said marginal portion when said 
clamping member is applied to said marginal portion, 
said channel member being adapted to receive a partition 
therein of a height such as to afford a substantial degree 
of privacy for said top. 

. . 2. A device for supporting a privacy affording parti 
articies of furniture, insert panels 27 of proper length 
into the holders. 23, and connect the panels to each other 
by means of the connecting: device. 29. To remove the 

45 

partition structure, the reverse steps are followed. in - 
i.either case, the operation can be performed easily in but a 
few minutes and without the need for any tools except 
a conventional screw driver for the screws 39. 
: In Fig. 3 is shown a modified form of clamp 13. This 
clamp has an extension 43 which engages the side 45 of 
the desk 1 to provide greater. stability, if desired. The 
clamp 13 may be either resilient or not, as deemed-best. 
in either-case, additional firmness or stability may be 
provided by securing the clamp to the desk by means 
of a screw 47. However, this arrangement is preferably 
used only for permanent installations, although it can, of 
course, be used in any installation: . . . . . . . . . . 

Furniture provided with partition structures such as 
described above can be arranged in various ways to afford 
different degrees of privacy. For example, two desks, 
one with a left side and the other with a right side par 
tition structure, both L-shaped, can be placed end-to-end 
to jointly enclose the two desks at the sides and rear, as 
shown in Fig. 6. In Fig. 7, two such desk arrangements 
placed back to back are shown. A somewhat less private 
arrangement for four desks is provided when only two 
diagonally opposite desks have: the L-shaped partition 

- structures mounted thereon, as in Fig. 8. 

thereon, in closely adjacent relation and with a chair 49 
... at the open side. An arrangement of this sort is suitable. 

for interviewing or for purchasing functions, for example, 

Fig. 9 shows an arrangement of four separate desks, 
each with a right hand, L-shaped partition structure . . & 

be held thereon, against said edge by. the inherent 

tion on the top of an article of furniture having a vertical 
wall below said top and an overhanging marginal portion 
along an edge-of said top beyond said wall, said device 
comprising at least one substantially U-shaped clamping 
member adapted to embrace said marginal portion, said 
clamping member including a first arm adapted to rest 
on said top and a second arm adapted to engage the 
lower surface of said marginal portion, said second arm 
having a downward extension adapted to engage said 
wall, said clamping member being tiltable about the junc: 
ture of said. second arm and said extension when said 
juncture is engaged with said marginal portion lower Sur 
face near said edge. thereof for applying said clamping 
member to said marginal portion, said marginal portion 
being adapted to then be retained on said marginal por 
tion by pressure of said first and second arms thereagainst, 
and a channel member secured to said first arm in a posi 
tion to overlie said first arm and also said marginal 
portion when said clamping member is applied to said mar 
ginal portion, said channel member being adapted to re 
ceive a partition therein of a height such as to afford a 
substantial degree of privacy for said top. 

3. A device for supporting a privacy affording parti 
tion on the top of an article of furniture having an over 
hanging marginal portion along an edge thereof, said 
device comprising a plurality of Substantially U-shaped, 
resilient clamping members adapted to embrace said 
marginal portion in-spaced relation therealong and to 
resilience thereof, said clamping members each including 

75 a first arm adapted to rest on said top and a second arm 
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having an inwardly directed free end adapted to engage 
the lower surface of said marginal portion and about 
which the respective said clamping members can be tilted 
for applying said clamping members to said marginal 
portion, and a channel member secured to each of said 
first arms in a position to overlie said first arms and 
also said marginal portion when said clamping members 
are applied to said marginal portion, said channel member 
being adapted to receive a partition therein of a height 
such as to afford a substantial degree of privacy for said 
top. 

4. A device for supporting a privacy affording parti 
tion on the top of an article of furniture having an over 
hanging marginal portion along an edge thereof, said 
device comprising a plurality of substantially U-shaped, 
resilient clamping members adapted to embrace said mar 
ginal portion in spaced relation therealong and to be held 
thereon against said edge by the inherent resilience there 
of, said clamping members each including a first arm 
adapted to rest on said top and a second arm having an 
inwardly directed free end adapted to engage the lower 
surface of said marginal portion and about which the 
respective said clamping members can be tilted for 
applying said clamping members to said marginal portion, 
and a channel member secured to each of said first arms 
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in a position to overlie said first arms and also said mar 
ginal portion when said clamping members are applied 
to said marginal portion, said channel member being 
adapted to receive a partition therein of a height such as 
to afford a substantial degree of privacy for said top, 
said clamping members and said channel member being 
so related that, when said first arms are disposed on 
said top substantially normal to said edge, said channel 
member will be disposed substantially parallel to said 
edge and will extend along substantially the entire length 
of said marginal portion. 

5. A privacy affording partition structure for an article 
of furniture having a top with an overhanging marginal 
portion along an edge thereof, said structure comprising 
a plurality of spaced, substantially U-shaped, resilient 
clamping members adapted to embrace said marginal 
portion at spaced points therealong and to be held thereon 
against said edge by the inherent resilience thereof, said 
clamping members each including a first arm adapted to 
rest on said top and a second arm having an inwardly 
directed free end adapted to engage the lower surface of 
said marginal portion and about which the respective 
said clamping members can be tilted for applying said 
clamping members to said marginal portion, a holding 
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member secured to said first arms in a position to overlie 50 

6 
said first arms and also said marginal portion when said 
clamping members are applied to said marginal portion, 
and a partition mounted in said holding member, said 
partition extending upwardly from said holding member 
a distance sufficient to afford a substantial degree of 
privacy for said top. 

6. A privacy affording partition structure for an article 
of furniture having a top with a first marginal portion 
along one edge thereof and a second marginal portion 
along a second edge thereof which is angularly related 
to said first edge and which meets said first edge at a 
corner of said article of furniture, said structure com 
prising a plurality of spaced, substantially U-shaped, 
resilient clamping members certain ones of which are 
adapted to embrace said first marginal portion at spaced 
points therealong and certain others of which are adapted 
to embrace said second marginal portion at spaced points 
along said second marginal portion, said clamping mem 
bers being adapted to be held on said marginal portions 
against said respective edges by the inherent resilience 
thereof, said clamping members each including a first arm 
adapted to rest on said top and a second arm having 
an inwardly directed free end adapted to engage the lower 
surface of said marginal portion and about which the 
respective said clamping members can be tilted for apply 
ing said clamping members to their respective said mar 
ginal portions, a first holding member secured to said 
first arms of said first named certain clamping members, 
a second holding member secured to said first arms of 
said certain other clamping members, said holding mem 
bers and said channel members being so related that, 
when said clamping members are disposed along their 
respective marginal portions, said holding members will 
be disposed parallel to the respective ones of said edges, 
a first partition mounted on one of said holding members, 
and a second partition mounted on the other of said 
holding members, said partitions being so disposed in said 
holding members as to also substantially meet at said 
corner, and said partitions each being of a height to afford 
a substantial degree of privacy for said top. 
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