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1 Claim. (Cl 311—83)

This invention relates to new and useful improvements
in tables and more particularly to a table of the fold-
ing leg type.

The principal object of the invention is to provide a
folding leg type table wherein construction is provided
whereby the table can be extended to a full height or
to a lowered coffec table height and retained in these
positions without accidental variance.

Another important object of the invention is to pro-
vide a folding leg type table wherein unique latch means
is provided for retaining the table in full height or at an
intermediate height, these adjustments being capable
without manual exertion. i

Still another important object of the invention is to
provide a table structure which can be adjusted to various
heights and which can also be adjusted so that the table
top is disposed in a manner to serve as a fireplace screen
if desired.

These and various other objects and advantages of the
invention will become apparent to the reader of the
following description.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 is a side elevational view of the table in full
height and showing the top in section.

Figure 2 is a vertical sectional view taken on line
2—2 of Figure 1.

Figure 3 is a fragmentary sectional and perspective
view showing the latch means holding the table in full
height position.

Figure 4 is a side elevational view showing the table
legs collapsed and the table top in a vertical position.

Figure 5 is a rear elevational view of the structure
shown in Figure 4.

Figure 6 is a vertical sectional view through the table
construction, showing the same in lowered position to
serve as a coffee table.

Figure 7 is a section taken on line 7—7 of Figure 6.

Figure 8 is a bottom plan view of the structure shown
in Figure 6.

Figure 9 is a fragmentary perspective and sectional
view showing the. leg parts in coffee table supported
position.

Figure 10 is a fragmentary elevational and sectional
view showing the latch means in a position for sup-
porting the table in full height to position.

Figure 11 is an end elevational view of the structure
shown in Figure 10.

Figure 12 is a fragmentary sectional and elevational
view showing the latch member in extended position for
supporting the leg members in coffee table height posi-
tion.

Figure 13 is an end elevational view of the structure
shown in Figure 12.

Figure 14 is a horizontal sectional view through the
pivotal connection of the legs.

Figure 15 is a fragmentary detailed sectional view
showing the pivotal connection of one of the legs to the
table top.
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Referring to the drawings wherein like numerals des-
ignate like parts, it can be seen that numeral 20 denotes
a table top which may be of any suitable material and
any desired shape and this is reinforced by frame 21.

Numeral 22 denotes a leg assembly and this leg as-
sembly is attached to a pair of boards or strips 23, 23,
which bridge the frame 21 as suggested in Figure 5.
The leg assembly 22 is made up of two pairs of leg
constructions and each leg construction is made up of
a pair of crossed legs 24, 25. The legs 24, 25 have out-
wardly diverged leg portions 24a, 25a, as shown in Fig-
ure 1.

Between medijal portions of the leg constructions is
interposed a spacer 26 through which a rod extends and
this rod extends through the medial portions of the legs
24, 25 for pivotally connecting these legs together. The
ends of the pin are provided with cap nuts 27 and the
pin itself is denoted by numeral 28.

Secured to the table top strips 23 are channeled brack-
ets 29 in which the upper ends of the long legs 24 are
pivotally secured by pins 30. The legs 25 are some-
what shorter than the legs 24, the upper ends of the legs
25, as shown in Figure 1 being pivotally secured as at
31, inwardly of its ends to the adjacent end of a link
32, which in turn has its other end pivotally secured, as
by pin 33 to a channeled bracket 34 secured to the
corresponding table top strip 23.

As shown in Figure 1 and also in Figures 10 to 13
inclusive, the upper end of each of the legs 25 (the short
legs) has a latch structure generally referred to by nu-
meral 35, secured thereto. Each of these latch mem-
bers consists of a flanged right angularly formed body
36, one end defining a projecting lug 37 and the other
end a rounded head 38, a portion of its perimeter being
removed, as at 39 to define a pair of stop shoulders 490,
41. This end of the latch structure 35 is pivotally se-
cured to the short leg 25, by bolt or pin 42.

A short pin projects from the upper end of the short
leg 25 adjacent its end and projects into the reduced
portion 39 of the rounded head 38 of the latch 35, as
shown in Figure 9.

As can be seen in Figure 4, the table is completely
collapsed and in this position, the table top may be used
as a fireplace screen, or if desired stored in a limited
space such as in a closet.

With the structure as shown in Figure 4, the legs are
compactly folded and to set up the table, all that is
necessary is to lift the lower edge of the table top and
this will pivot the legs outwardly to the position shown
in Figure 1, in which position of the legs, the latch
structure 35 is rotated on its pin 42 so that it will over-
lap the adjacent end of the short link 32. The shoulder
40 of the latch head 38 will at this point contact the
pin 43 and limit the movement of the latch structure.
With the legs latched in this position, the table will
assume the high position shown in Figure 1.

Should it be desired to convert the table to a coffee
table height, the latch structure 35 is rotated so that
the Iug 37 thereof will be disposed longitudinally of the
leg 25. The leg assembly can then be pivoted while the
table top is being depressed and until the lugs 37 engage
the corresponding strips 23. Thus the legs will be stopped
from further folding and the table top will be retained
at a coffee table level. This eliminates the necessity of
stop blocks or other structure complemental to the latch
means 35.

While the foregoing description sets forth the inven-
tion in specific terms, it is to be understood that numerous
changes in the shape, size and materials may be resorted
to without departing from the spirit and scope of the
invention as claimed hereinafter.
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Having described the invention what is claimed as
new is:

A folding table construction comprising a table top,
pairs of pivotally connected legs, each pair of legs con-
sisting of a long lég and a short leg, a link interconnect-
ing each of the short legs with the table top, latch means
between the link members and the short legs, said latch
means. being operative to hold the link members and
the short legs in alignment and movable to serve as
abutments against the underside of the table when the
legs are partially folded and the table top depressed, said
latch means comprising a pair of right angular bodies
each having a rounded head at the outer end of one
arm thereof, said heads each being pivoted to an upper

<t

10

4 ' ’
portion of a short leg, said head having a portion of its
perimeter ciut away to define a pair of shoulders, and a
pin affixed to each of said short legs and disposed in the
path of movement of the shoulders of its respective head.
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