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~ This inventien relates generally to skirt and -

ceurtain supporting constructions and more par-
ticularly to that which is suited for-the adjusta-
-ble support of sklrts about dressmg tables or; the
-like. -

. b

* It has been known to place about the forward"‘"

and side edges of a dressing table a skirt which
is shiftable in position so. that when the skirt is
-¢losed, the drawers or various articles beneath

~the table top are concealed and when. the skirt !

“is opened such artlcles are available for easy ac-
‘eessibility. :

Such constructions have been largely confined
to two types, one in which the skirts are carried
by pivotally mounted arms to have a door like
action and another in which the skirts are slida-
‘bly mounted upon rods in a fashion similar to
*that utilized in connection with window curtains.

The principal objection to the last mentioned’
-form lies in the fact that the upper edge of the
skirt’ tends to bunch, gather angd clog along the

-rod used for mounting the same so that said
‘skirts are inconvenient in use and unsightly in
_appearance. - A further objection lies in the fact
that upon each manipulation of the last men-
tioned skirts redraping is necessary to produce
the desired appearance. ’

It is therefore among the objects of the present

-invention to provide a skirt supporting construe-
_tion in which when it is desired to.have access
to the'area beneath the table top the skirts may
‘e independently moved in a unitary fashion so
sthat the area desired .to be uncovered is quickly
-cleared and upon bringing the skirts back to the
-closed position thereof they resume. thelr orlgmal
-draped appearance.

.-Another object herein lies in the prov1s1on of
,structure of the class described wherein the main
.channel is quickly and easily secured in place
.upon the surface or in association with the ledge
-with whiech it is desired to use the present device
rand said main channel is quickly and easily made

to conform to the contour of the surface or ledge
‘with which it isused. .

Another object herein les in the prov1s1on of
main channel structure which may Joe conven-
iently severed without the use of tools or with-
out the use of .special tools.to. conform to.the
.length of the area with which it is desired to
-use the skirt.

- Another object hereln lies in the provision- of
a device of the character described wherein the
-eurtain as a unit offers. very little res1stance to
.quick mampulatmn in the opemng and closmg
.operations thereof.. : R
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~A still furtherr object lies in the provision of
means whereby. the: skirt elements are quickly
and easily attached and detached with respect to
the -elongated carrier.element in s plurality of
different manners so that the skirt may be readily

-interchanged for a different decorative effect; or

may be laundered. .

. A feature of- the invention 11es in the fact that
the positioning-of one set of detachably engage-
able fastener members may be correlated with
the remaining set.so as:to produce a predeter-

‘mined draped appearance in the upper portions

. of the skirt or skirts. .
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Another- feature of the- 1nvent1on ‘lies in the
fact that when it is desired to shift any of the
skirt elements, they may be grasped at any de-
sired. point and by virtue of their connection to

‘the elongated carrier element the entire skirt
‘may be shifted as desired. - :

These -objects and other incidental ends and

iadvantages will-more fully appear in the progress

of -this. disclosure and be pointed out in the -ap-
pended claims.

In the .drawings in .which similar refer-

.ence characters designate corresponding parts
throughout the several views:

.. Figure 1 is a front elevational view of an em-'.

‘bodiment of the invention with the skirt ele-

ments removed and;prior to bending the same to

-conform. to the artlcle of furniture with which
it is agsociated.

PFigure. 2 is a- v1ew in. perspectlve showmg the

.embodiment .of Figure 1 .connected to an article
-of furniture and with the skirt elements partially
‘disconnected therefrom.

. Pigure 3 is.an enlarged. fragmentary front ele-
vatlonal view of-a portion of Figure 1.

Pigure 4 .is an enlarged fragmentary vertical
sectlonal view as seen-from the plane 4—4 on

Figure 2.

- Pigure 5 is a fragmentary exploded view.
- YWhile I have chosen to illustrate my invention
in connection with -a pair of dressing table skirts

associated with a dressing table, by way of ex- - .

ample, as will be obvious to those skilled in the
art and to which the present invention.relates
the present construction may: be utilized in con-

-nection with skirts or curtains movably asso-

c1ated with . or mounted upon the margins of

yarious -types of furniture, building or other com-
_parable openings.

. ‘In accordance with the 1nvent1on the device
generally . indicated by reference character 10

_may be of any suitable size, and may be broken

up. 1nto any desued number .of ynits. By way 01’
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illustration, I have shown -3 dressing -table I
having a top surface {2 and a.plurality of legs
13, 14, 15, and {6. The top {2 has a front edge
17, a rear edge {8 and side edges 19 and 20. Be-
low the top 12 is an annular apron 2| having a

front portion 22, a rear portion 23 and s1de por-.

tions 24 and 265.

In the illustrated embodiment there are two
units A-and B which are substantially iidentical
except that one may be referreéd to as a left hand
unit and the other as a right hand unit. For the

"purpose of avoiding needless -repetition only the

 rality of spaced orifices 47.

10

unit A is described in detail and certdin parts. =
© «Bkirt.element, there is provided an assembly gen-

in unit B are given the same reference ¢haraec~
ters with the addition of a prefix I.

main mounting or frame element 39; means 31

to secure the element 39 to the article with,whi_ch .
it is used; an elongated.carrier element'32; means

33 for movably mounting the carrier element upon
‘theframe-element; a‘skirt ¢lement:34; apd means

detachably attachmc the-skirt: element to the car-"

rler ‘element, indicated by reference-¢haracter ‘35.

The frame element 34-is ‘preferably fabricated’

in- rnla’clvely long strips. “Element <30 includes-a
rear wall 28, top-and bottom wallr portions 87-and
.38 respectively, and upper and Jower front-will
-portions 28-and 48, whichhave upper-and lower
e'dges %1 -anid- 42, respectively. “The -edges-4{ ‘and

2 -are oppositely disposed -and-spaced a- ‘substan-
At_lal ‘distance. “Thus, ‘the frame element 30 has
-3 “hollow channel 28. At a plurality of spaced
paoints longitudinally disposed on the rear -wall
36, said -wall is provided with-a- plurality of ‘ori-
“fices ‘43’ “which may be penetrated by suitable
means “svch -as the -screw means ‘31 -serving “to
secure “said frame element 30 ‘to -the -apron -21.

At spaced intervals along the frame €lement 30
the upper-and lower front wall porfions-39 -and
‘40, as well as the top and bottom wall portions
"31 and 38:are severed by a plurality of upper-and
lower notches 23 and 44. "By virtue of the last
mentioned notches, the frame. element may -be
“bent to ‘conform the same to“the contours of ‘the
“article-of furniture upon which it is- applied. “For
example, in the dressing “table {1 shown, ‘the

Irame element may ‘be hent to conform to the cor- -

ners 27 and28. The acuteness of the bends whi¢h
the frame element may make will-be limited by
‘the flexibility of the carrier element described
below. Nat only do the notches 43-and 44 permit
the frame element 88 to be kbent, but by making
:Several bends in line with a given-pdir of notches
‘the metal or other materials-in the rear-wall ‘36

may become fatigued so-that said-frame -element

‘may be readily broken at.that point, thus-cbviat-
.ing the need for other cutting means. Itis‘pref-
erable that the effective -width of the notches or

indentations 43 and 44 be relatively narrow-and

while exaggerated in size in the drawings for‘the
purpose .of clarity, they may in fact be-ordinary
shearing slits. “While I have shown-the top and
~ bottom wall portions 37.and:38-as being-semi-cy-

lindrical .in cross=section, ‘they may, -where ‘de-
sired, be relatively square and flat.

"The carrier-element 82 is preferably'in the form
of an elongated strip of flexible materigl.. The
.operation of my device ‘is enhanced when ‘the
carrier element is composed of-resilient material.
Such ‘material -may include spring brass, spring
steel, or the like. The ¢arrier element 32 has a
Jdront surface ‘68, a rear surface ‘64, -a -top-edge
85, and a.bottom edge45. ‘Preferably equidistant-
ly disposad between the ‘top--and ‘bottom edges
45 -and 46, the element 32 is provided Wrth a plu-

15
The present construction comprises’ broadly &

( The distances be-
tween the orvifices 47: is- preferably uniform and
may be of any suitable amount. Intervals of
three, four, or five inches have been found satis-
factory. The preferred inter-spacing of the ori-
fices 41 will depend upon the stiffness of the
fastener tape or the upper edge of the skirt ele~
ment as will more fully appear. It is desirable
+that the«listance between:the top iedge 45 and
‘the bottom edge 46 be 1ess than the effective dis-
tance between the inner opposed surfaces of the

“top wall 37 and the bottom wall 38.

i 7Ab:each;ofstke points of vertical support of the »

erally indicated by reference character 50.  The
construction of the assembly is best seen in Fig-

, ares4-and b,and-includes an axle 51, a wheel 52,
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a washer 53, a flange 54, integral with the outer
end of ‘the axle 51, a hook receiving plate 55 and
a fastener member 56." The fastener member 56
“together with ‘the dastener imember 57 form:the
-détashably attachible “connecting @element 58,
“While:T have:shown the mile:member:56:as:beitig
scenhedted withithe: ‘assembly B8 :and:the :feméle
member 57 as being connected with the .skirt
element obvmvslyfthese parts may-be reversed 1f

“The axle &4 meludesa shoulder pormon 59: and
‘rrear termingl 696t redused-diameter. “The:pldte
"85 -may’ be loosslysmounted upon the axleisl-or
~may be integrdl with ithe:fange 54. ' The wheél

52 includes two peripheral flanges 6 ;axd 62
-which -are:spaced fromeach-other: a distance:sub-
~stantially -egualto-er-gregterithan the thickness
-of‘the-upper-and lower frontwall :portions38-and

‘48, "In-assenibled- condltmn ‘of ithe -assembly 50,
‘theshoulder-portion 59 abuts againstthe forward
“surface’ 63 ~and/the - «conbined -axial thickness of
‘thre ‘washer ‘53 and*the Wwheel 52 issuch thatthe

‘wheel ‘may #freély -rotate -about said axle. “The
€ffective :externdl -diameéter ‘of ‘the -wheel 52 “be-
“tween-the flanges 6 |- and-62 15 preferably slightly
Jess-thans the- dlstance’between ‘the-edges &1 -and
“42, "The parts My “he mamtamed in “the "as-
seribled ‘position ‘theréof by “swaging -over “the
‘Fear termingl 60 on’the rear surface 64 tos form
s rivet head 6f.

“The skirt: element 34 has-an upper €dge 65, a
‘lower-edge- 66, -an outer verticdl-edge 67 ‘and-an
‘inner- vertical edge $8, and is- ‘preferably com-
'posed of a ‘flexible- planar material, "Depending
“gpon ‘the fiillness ‘of the ‘draping -effect desired
“the*length-of ‘the-cloth betweenthe vertical edge
‘67 -and ‘68 ‘may "be equal to -or ‘in"excess of the
‘length -of the:earfier -€lément 32 -with ‘which it
is detachably connectable. Wherethe length is
sgreater,‘the upper portien bélow-the edge 65 -may
“have preformed- gathers therein: “Different meth-
‘ods :‘may “be -used “in ‘detachably -connecting “the
“Bkirt element 34 ‘to‘the carrier-élement 32, utiliz-
“ing ‘the “structure ‘described. "In -one manner, a
-plurality -of ‘fastener menibers 57 -are connected
‘to ‘the “sKirt-élement 34 ‘adjacent the-upper edge
65 thereof. The fastener members 571 may be

5 “in ~the ‘form of female’ fastener members -of a

wéll'’known type which are secured directly to‘the
‘fabric of which’ ‘the' sklrt 38 is- composed Alter-
‘nately, ‘the members ‘81 “may ‘be previously “in-
tegrated -with -a- well known - ‘snap ‘fastener tape
.89 which is in furn secured to the upper ‘portion
Vof ‘the-skirt 3% in -any-suitable manner-as for-ex-
-ample by the- rows of stitches 70, In ‘the last men-
“tioned: eonstruetzon “the' members 57 are spaced
-along’the upper édge portion- of the’ -skirt 34-dis-
tances substantially equal to the- ‘Spacing-between
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the members 56 on the carrier elemeént 32. Where
desired; instead of the fastener members 57.and
the associated structure, a plurality.of well known
drapery hooks similar to the hook T/ may be
used. The hooks.1t have:-the pointéd portion 12
inserted in the upper portion of the skirt 34 while
the hook portion 73 is engaged within the: 1rregu-
larly shaped opening 14. The opening T4 is hori-
zontally elongated in the upper portmn ‘thereof
and has a central downwardly dlrected 1nden-
tatlon 15. :

In a preferred arrangement pursuant .
1nvent10n the track or frame element 30 extends
beyond the normal length of the carrier element
32 aidistance substantially: equal to the: space
which it is desired to clear when the skirt element
34 is laterally shifted longitudinally of the frame
element 30. With the skirt element connected to
the several assemblies 58 by the snap fasteners
or hooks previously described, the inner vertical
edge of the skirt element 34, preferably adjacent
the upper edge 65 thereof, may be manually
grasped and moved to the left as viewed in Fig-
ure 2. The movement of the skirt element is
transmitted to the carrier element which on the
rollers or wheels 52 slides easily along the path
made for it by the frame element. Thus, the
portion C may be moved to occupy the area for-
merly occupied by the portion D while the portion
D will move generally rearwardly to lie rearward-
1y of and below the rear apron portion 23. The
other skirt element is capable of corresponding
operation.

Obviously, any suitable means may be utilized
for securing the frame element or track 30 to the
article of furniture {1. 'Thus, where the article is
composed of sheet metal, the screws 31 may be
of that type. Where the track is installed at the
factory it may be welded or riveted in place.

While I have described the notches 43 and 44
as being relatively narrow in a horizontal direc-
tion, these notches may be widened to permit the
track to form concave bends in the direction of the
opening between the edges 41 and 42. The de-
gree of widening of said notches will depend upon
the degree of arcuately concave bends required

so that buckling of the form of the track even -

when the track is made of light weight material
may be minimized. While I have implied that
the manufacture of several of the parts would
be satisfactory if said parts were composed of
metal they may be made of other materials, as
for example, plastics. The p1mc1pa1 special re-
quirements are that the rear wall 36 be bendable
and that the carrier element be flexible and pref-
erably resilient. Where it is intended that the
structure be used in connection with rectilinear
arrangement of the track element the notches
therein may be omitted with a consedquent loss
of their function. Even on straight runs, how-
ever, the notches assist in breaking the track to
the desired length. By virtue of the fact that the
distance between the upper and lower edges 45
and 46 of the carrier element is greater than
the distance between the edges 41 and 42 on the
track element relatively thin stock may be utilized
for the carrier element with a consequent reduc-
tiowy in cost and weight without wundesirable
buckling occurring in the carrier element as the
buckling is limited by the distance between the
front surface of the rear wall 26 and the rear
surfaces of the front wall portions 39 and 40.
Where it is desired to limit the movement of the
carrier element longitudinally with respect-to the
track element, the track element may be pinched
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) psettmg the: pormon of the ear wall or
g psettmg he front wall portmn or

1446 tobe understoed that I do not desire'

ited: to-the exact detdils of: construction

‘and’ describéd for obvious' modlﬁcatlons
occur 4o a person sk1lled in- the art

JPor vse w1th ‘an’ artlcle of furmture and a
“therefor;” ‘structure ‘for ‘miovably ‘mounting
sk1r with 1espect to said article; comprising:
“elo ated track element having a plurahty of
notches spaced ‘therealong “whereby
ack’™s lémeént may be bent to"conform the
)y the contours of said article; an elongated

‘flexible umtary carner element which changes in

shape o conform to the shape of the: path of
travel of the- carrier element as it moves- along
the track element, and at least longer than the
distance between two of said notches which are
next to each other; means supporting said
carrier element on said track element including
a plurality of members fixed in position and
spaced along said carrier element and supported

“thereby, said members engaging: said track for

guiding the movement of the carrier element
along the track element, whereby. said members
are inhibited against entering said notches in-
dividually and the carrier element is movable as
a unit parallel to said track element.

2. Structure as claimed in claim 1 including
means to detachably attach said skirt to the
carrier element.

3. Structure as claimed in claim 1 including
means to attach the track element to article of
furniture.

4. Por use with an article of furniture and a
skirt therefor, structure for movably mounting
said skirt with respect to said article, compris-
ing: an elongated track element including a rear
wall, a bottom wall portion, and a lower front
wall portion having a lower free edge; said bot-
tom wall portion, lower front wall portion, and
free edge having a plurality of transverse notches’
spaced therealong whereby said track element
may be bent to conform the same to the contours
of said article, said notches changing in size to
accommodate to the bending of said rear wall; a
unitary carrier element; means for attaching
said skirt to said ecarrier element; said carrier
element being in the form of an elongated strip
of bendable material which changes in shape to
conform to the shape of the path of travel of the
carrier element as it moves along the track ele-
ment, and having a plurality of members mount-
ed thereon and disposed between the carrier ele-
ment and the track element, said members being
spaced along the carrier element and engaging
said lower free edge of the track for supporting
said carrier element therefrom at a plurality of
spaced points, whereby individual members are
inhibited against entering said notches and the
carrier element and skirt are movable as a unit"
parallel to said track element.

5. For use with an article of furniture and a
skirt therefor, structure for movably mounting
said skirt with respect to said article, comprising:
an elongated track element including a rear wall,
top and bottom wall portions, and upper and
lower front wall portions having upper and
lower free edges respectively; said top and bot-
tom wall portions, upper and lower front wall
portions and free edges having a plurality of
transverse notches spaced therealong, whereby
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said track :element:may be bent :to. cnntorm the

same-to:the eontour of said:article,:said notches
¢hanging in:size to accommodate to thebending

of said rear wall; a unitary-carrierselement;:said
carrier-elentent being.in-the:form of .an-elongated .

ssbrip ‘of -hendable ‘material .which changes .in
- form: to ;conform -to the shape .of :the ;path :ef
travel of ‘the-carvier-element as it:moves.along
the track elément, said carrier element having
- & rplurality -of . members -thereon -and shiftably

edges -of -the track, ;said :members ‘being sspaced
:along -the - carrier -element -and .supporting «said
. «earrier-element at -a -plurality -of :spaced :points,
4dndividual .members being .inhibited :against sen-
tering said.notches-by-the.carrier -element :itself,
whereby -the .carrier.element.and.said:skirt :wheii
sattached -thereto -are movable .as .a :unit longi~
iudma.lly .of and .parallel to said track:elemerit.
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