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Curtaining artifacts on high aspect ratio features are reduced by reducing the distance between a
protective layer and feature of interest. For example, the ion beam can mill at an angle to the work piece
surface to create a sloped surface. A protective layer is deposited onto the sloped surface, and the ion beam
mills through the protective layer to expose the feature of interest for analysis. The sloped mill positions the

protective layer close to the feature of interest to reduce curtaining.
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(%]

MHEHBN-REBHEMBERBCHOERERER IS "THH
tb o M EZ B IE R (Curtaining artifact) - BHIME - BEFRA
DERETHREC -AE#BILIER—ER KT - ~ﬁ'§§@?ﬂ:f§§&ﬁ§
MEREL BEETARBFAZIRETURBEZFTMEFHALUES
AT o B R} Z B BB e AT Y B B BRI E R BUE L AR B LU/ RUE -
€39

Curtaining artifacts on high aspect ratio features are reduced by reducing the distance
between a protective layer and feature of interest. For example, the ion beam can mill at an
angle to the work piece surface to create a sloped surface. A protective layer is deposited onto
the sloped surface, and the ion beam mills through the protective layer to expose the feature
of interest for analysis. The sloped mill positions the protective layer close to the feature of

interest to reduce curtaining.
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