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This invention relates to improvements in 
carrying cases, with special reference to such 
as are made from sheet material, as card 
board, indurated fiber and the like such 

5 cases being used extensively in carrying suits 
of clothing, etc., due to their light weight, 
strength and convenience. - 
Such cases or boxes are usually of one or 

two piece construction, formed from flat 
10 blanks stored compactly in a minimum of 

space and provided with creases, and inter 
engaging features by which the sides and 
ends are held in operative relation when the 
box is prepared for use, the box being bound 

15 by cords and provided with separate carry 
ing handles. 
In the present invention it is an object to 

provide a blank having integral connecting 
means whereby the use of cords and like se 

20 curing means is completely avoided. 
A further feature is in the provision of an 

integral handle by which the case may be con 
veniently and comfortably carried in the 
hand. . 
Another purpose is to produce a handle 

that can be used in connection with ordinary 
cases provided with appropriate receiving 
means and which acts as an effective lock 
therefor. - - 

These several advantageous objects are at 
tained by the novel design, construction and 
arrangement of parts, as hereinafter de 
scribed and illustrated in the accompanying 
drawing, constituting an important feature 
of this disclosure, and in which:- 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a carry 
ing case made in accordance with the inven 
tion, parts being broken away to show the 
construction. Ege 2 is a plan view of the blank show 
ing the creases and cut outs. 

Figure 3 is a perspective view of a handle 
attachment to be used in connection with a 

45 plain blank or as a reenforcement to the blank 
shown. 

Referring to the blank as shown in Figure 
1, it will be seen to be generally an elongated 
rectangle, presenting two main portions 10 

30 

50 and 11 constituting the sides of the case, 

creased at 12 and 13, these creases demarking 
a bottom 14. 
Other creases 15 and 16 demark the tops 

17 and 18 which, as will later be seen, are 
superposed when the case is prepared for 
use, these top elements being sheared at their 
ends to register with creases 19-19' and 
20-20' disposed at the ends of the sides 10 
and 11 demarking the end members 21-21’ 
and 22-22 of the case. 
The crease 12 is extended through the end 

members 21-21 to produce lower corner 
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members 23-23', which are sheared at . 
24-24' from the bottom 14 and also at their 
ends in register with the crease line 13. 
The crease 15 is also extended across the 

ends 21-21 to produce hook-like engaging 
tabs 25-25 and the crease 16 is likewise ex 
tended through the end elements 22-22' to 
produce similar hook tabs 26-26 at their 
outer ends, while the inner ends of the ele 
ments 22-22' are sheared to produce tabs 
27-27, the same being entrable in angular 
slits 28-28 in the end elements, 21-21 
when the case is set up. 
The hook tabs 25-25 are at that time en 

gaged in the slits 29-29' in the top 17 and 
correspondingly, the tabs 26-26 engage in 
slits 30-30' in the top member 18. 
From the foregoing it will be seen that a 

box has been formed having interlocking 
side, end and top members which will retain 
its shape and carry considerable weight with 
out distortion or separation of its parts, no 
adhesive, cords or other extraneous fasten 
ing means being employed. 
In addition, there is an extension 31 con 

nected to one of the top members, as 17, by a crease 32, the extension being essentially 
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half the length of the member 17 and equiva 
lent to it in width, except at its arcuately 
curved, central outstanding portion 33, the 
ends of which are continued into the exten 
sion by curved slots 34. 
A crease line 35 extends lengthwise of the 

extension at approximately the center of its 
width and a second crease 36 is formed par 
allel therewith, in alinement with the outer 
edge of the extension, the crease 36 being at 
the outer edge of a handle opening 37, the 
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part 38 being sheared at its rounded end edges 
and also along the crease 35 so as to be folded 
closely against the handle element 38 when in operative position. 
Formed centrally in the top member 17 is a 

narrow longitudinal slot 39 having rounded 
ends 40tending to prevent tearing and a simi 
lar slot 41 having rounded ends 42 is formed 
in the top member 18. 
In assembling the case, the extension 31 is 

folded on the top member 17, at the crease 32, 
and bent on the crease 35 to permit the handle 
member 33 to extend outwardly through the 
slot 39 and also the slot 41, superposed in 
register thereover, and the handle member 
33 is turned upward, leaving the opening 37 
free to receive the hand of a carrier whereby 
the case may be easily transported. 
Thus the sides are effectively locked to 

gether by the handle member 33, acting as a 
bolt, and, due to the fact that the extension 
31, except at its arcuately curved central por 
tion forming the handle member 33, is equiv 
alent in width to that of top member 17, the 
top members 17, 18, are simultaneously se 
cured and reinforced where the pull is the 
greatest, when the container is closed; and 
due to the upturned element 38 a considerable 
weight may be carried comfortably. 
The extension 31 may form an integral part 

- of one element of an ordinary two piece carry 

35 

ing case or box. 
in the form shown in Figure 3 the sides 10 

and 11 of the case are shown as provided 
with top members 17 and 18' having slots 
39-41', as previously described. 
A separate plate element 45, in width 

equivalent to that of the members 17-18, is 
40 
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sheared at its center and bent to produce an 
upstanding element 46 to pass through the 
slots 39-41 and is provided with a hand 
receiving opening 47. 

Obviously the plate elements 45-46 may 
be used as a reenforcement to the device de 
scribed or in connection with a plain box by 
merely slotting the superposed top or cover 
elements. 

It will be readily seen that no other type 
of carrying handle is required and that cords 
or other securing means are not necessary, 
the box maintaining itselfin operative condi 
tion after having been assembled as indi 
cated. 
Although I have described my improve 

ments with considerable detail and with re 
spect to certain particular forms of my inven 
tion, I do not desire to be limited to such de 
tails since many changes and modifications 
may well be made without departing from 
the spirit and scope of my invention in its 
broadest aspect. - ----- 
Having thus described the invention, what 

is claimed as new and desired to secure by 
Letters Patent, is:- . 

1. In combination with a container having 
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two superposed top elements having register 
ing elongated slots, of a handle integral with 
one of said top elements, and means asso ciated with said handle to simultaneously 
reinforce and secure the top elements when 
the container is closed. 

2. In combination with a container having 
two superposed top elements having register 
ing elongated slots, of a handle integral with 
one of said top elements, said handle bein 
adapted to extend upwardly through the 
slots of said top elements, and means asso 
ciated with said handle to simultaneously 
reinforce and secure the top elements when 
the container is closed. 

3. In combination with a container having 
two superposed top members having regis 
tering elongated slots, of an extension con 
nected to the lower of said top members, said 
extension being adapted, when folded on said 
lower top member to extend upwardly 
through the slots of said top members, to 
form a handle. 

4. A case composed of a single sheet of ma 
terial, said case having side members inter 
engaged with end members, top members in 
superposed relation having registering elon 
gated slots, and a handle integral with the 
lower of said top members, said handle being 
adapted to be folded on said lower top mem. 
ber and extend upwardly through the slots of 
said top members. 

5. A case composed of a single sheet of ma 
terial, said case having side members inter 
engaged with end members, top members in superposed relation having registering elon 
gated slots, a handle integral with the lower 
of said top members, said handle being adapt 
ed to be folded on said lower top member and 
extend upwardly through the slots of said 
top members, and means associated with said handle to simultaneously secure and reinforce 
said top members, when the case is closed. 

6. A case composed of a single sheet of 
material, said case having side members in 
terengaged with end members, top members in superposed relation having registering 
elongated slots, and a handle integral with 
the lower of said top members and provided 
with a partly sheared portion to form a han. 
dle opening and an upturned element, said 
handle being adapted to be folded on said 
lower top member and extend upwardly 
through the slots of said top members, when 
the case is closed. 

7. A case composed of a single sheet of ma 
terial, said case having side members inter 
engaged with end members, top members in superposed relation having registering elon 
gated slots, a handle integral with the lower 
of said top members and provided with a 
partly sheared portion to form a handle open 
ing and an upturned element, said handlebe 
ing adapted to be folded on said lower top 
member and project upwardly through the 
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slots of said top members, and means asso 
ciated with said handle to simultaneously Se 
cure and reinforce said top members when the 
case is closed. 

8. In combination with a container having 
two superposed top members provided with 
registering elongated slots, of an extension in 
tegral with the lower of said top members, a 
portion of said extension being adapted, when 

10 folded on said lower top member, to provide 
securing and reinforcing means for said top 
members, and the remaining portion of said 
extension being adapted, when projected up 
wardly through the slots of said top members, 

15 to form a carrying means. 
9. A pattern for making a carrying case 

consisting of a single sheet of flexible ma 
terial divided by score marks into a plurality 
of sections adapted to be folded on the score 

20 marks to form sides, ends, bottom, and two 
superposed top members having registering 
elongated slots, and an extension integral 
with the lower of said top members, a por 
tion of said extension being adapted, when 

25 folded on said lower top member, to provide 
securing and reinforcing means for said top 
members, and the remaining portion of said 
extension being adapted, when projected up 
wardly through the slots of said top members, 

30 to provide a carrying means. 
10. A pattern for making a carrying case 

consisting of a single sheet of flexible ma 
terial divided by score marks into a plurality 
of sections adapted to be folded on the score 

85 marks to form sides, ends, bottom, and two 
superposed top members having registering 
elongated slots, and an extension integral 
with the lower of said top members, said ex 
tension having end portions equivalent in 

40 width to the width of said lower top mem 
ber and a central outstanding portion, said 
end portions being adapted to secure and re 
inforce said top members, and said central 
outstanding portion being adapted to pro 

45 ject upwardly through the slots of said top 
members, to form a carrying means. 

11. A pattern for making a carrying case 
consisting of a single sheet of flexible ma 
terial divided by score marks into a plurality 

50 of sections adapted to be folded on the score 
marks to form sides, ends, bottom, and two 
superposed top members having registering 
elongated slots, and an extension integral 

' tension having end portions equivalent in 
width to the width of said lower top member, 
and a curved central outstanding portion, 
provided with a partly sheared section to 

so form a handle opening and an upturned ele 
ment, said end portions being adapted to se 
cure and reinforce said top members, and said 
central outstanding portion being adapted to 
project upwardly through the slots of said 

65 top members to form a carrying handle. 

with the lower of said top members, said ex 

Signed at New York, in the county of New 
York and State of New York, this 23rd day 
of May, 1928. 

DAVID H, SHAPIRO. O 
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