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This invention relates to an improvement 
in wall construction and more specifically is 
directed to a guide for use infinishing wall 
surfaces in the construction of new walls, or 
the alteration of existing walls. 
The object of the invention is to provide, in 

combination with a frame, a surface finish 
guide associated therewith which will afford 
a base line from which all wall operations 
may be gauged. - 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a unitary construction in which a one 
piece buck and trim or window frame is 
utilized and has associated there with a means 
to provide a base line to which all wall con 
struction and finish operations might be re 
ferred, especially to indicate the proper posi 
tion of finish material applied to the wall with 
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which said buck and trim or frame is asso 
ciated. Another object of the invention is to pro 
vide a guide of the character described which 
shall be of simple and inexpensive construc 
tion and easily manufactured either inte 
grally formed with a buck and trim or frame construction or capable of simple application 
thereto in any other manner and which shall 
be practical and efficient in use to a high 
degree. 

ther objects of this invention will in part 
be obvious and in part hereinafter pointed 
out. Generally, in constructing the door and 
window openings for wall constructions, a 
framework is erected which after being properly supported serves as the base for at 
taching the trim or ornamental trim about the 
opening. This framework is called the buck. 
In the construction illustrated on the draw 
ings, and described herein, the separate oper 
ations of erecting the buck and then apply 
ing the trim have been avoided by making 
these parts in metal or the like of one piece, 
properly formed to present the ornamental 
surfaces, yet of such construction that the 
strength of the framework greatly exceeds 
that of the frame used in past operations. 

Generally described, the invention contem 
plates the construction of a buck and trim, 
used in forming the frame of any opening 

i struction. 

provided in wall construction, with which is 
to be associated a finished wall construction, 
this frame carrying thereon a fixed guide 
which provides a basis from which the me 
chanics or those in charge of the work may easily and quickly gauge their operations 
and check up on work done. The guide may 
comprise a fixed projection on a surface of 
a back or frame, or of a combination buck 
and trim, this projection being provided in 
such relation to the desired finished wall sur 
face, as to serve as an effective guide for the finishing of wall, floor, ceiling covering, 
or any portion of the building construction 
embracing the frame or the buck and asso 
ciated parts, the buck and trim, in this in 
stance, being anchored in any suitable manner 
to the structure as by means of an embedded 
section. - The invention accordingly consists in the 
features of construction, combinations of ele 
ments, and arrangement of parts which will 
be exemplified in the construction herein 
after described, and of which the scope of ap 
plication will be indicated in the following 
claims. In the accompanying drawings, in which is 
shown one of the various possible illustrative. 
embodiments of this invention, Fig. 1. is an isometric view showing the ap 
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plication of this invention to an ornamental 
buck and trim utilized in a door construction 
and showing a method whereby the finished 
wall is applied in conformity with the guide 
means on the buck and trim. 

Fig. 2 is a section on the line 2-2 of Fig. 
1 illustrating the application of this invention 
to two different types of wall finishes. 

Fig. 3 is a vertical section along the line 
3-3 of a wall made up in the manner shown 
in Fig. 2. - 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged isometrical view sim 
ilar to the portion broken away in Fig. 1 and 
showing the manner in which the guide fea 
ture is associated with a finished wall con 

Fig. 5 is a sectional view illustrating a mod 
ified form of guiding member. 

Fig. 6 is an isometric view showing the ap 
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plication of a guiding member of the type 
shown in Figure 5 to a window frame. 

Figs. 7, 8 and 9are views in section of con 
structions embodying modified methods of in 
tegrally forming the guide means with the 
buck. - 

Figs. 10 and 11 disclose methods of applica 
tion, wherein the surface finish guide made up 
as a separate piece by means of spot-welding 
or in any other manner is fixedly secured to 
the backband of the buck and trim. 

Fig. 12 is a view of a further modification 
wherein a separate piece has been slipped over 
an end of the backband and secured thereon. 
On the drawings, 10 indicates a door frame 

to which the invention has been applied, said door frame comprising a one-piece buck and 
trim 11, a part 12 taking the place of the ordi 
nary buck, the ornamental work on architrave 
14 being integral with part 12 and substitut 
ing for the trim ordinarily secured to the buck 
11, and the backband 15 formed at right an 
gles to said ornamental work and integral 
there with. As shown the buck and trim 11 
comprises a frame for the opening 16 in a 
wall construction of a finished wall and is set 
up in a manner hereinafter to be described. Projecting into the opening 16 from the 
buck and trim 11 and integrally formed there 
with is the door stop 18 or the like. This pro 
jection is no necessary part of the construction 
and may, where the buck and trim 11 is used 
around window openings or the like, be re 
placed by window guides, etc. A threshold 
19 may be properly positioned in opening 16 
and arranged to conform with the contour of 
the buck and trim 11 at this point. The 
backbands 15, as shown clearly in Fig. 2 are 
provided by projections 15a, 15b on the buck 
and trim 11 which extend toward each other and form opening 20 therebetween. 
In setting up the wall, after the buck and 

trim has been properly positioned, the rough 
wall 21 is made up by blocks 22 or the like, positioned by the laborer to project through 
opening 20; and then by the insertion of mor 
tar into the space 23 within the buck and trim 
11, the relative positions of the wall 21 and 
buck and trim 11 are finally fixed, cut-outs 
24 being provided in the backband 15 extend 
ing into and being imbedded in this mortar, 
to serve as anchor members after the mortar 
has hardened. This first coat of mortar is 
known as the “scratch coat” 25. On top of the scratch coat, either plaster 26 may next 
be applied to finish coating the wall, or tile 27 
may be positioned on coat 25 in a well-known 
??18IIY ??. 

It is a matter of experience that by the 
procedure above described the blocks 22 are 
not properly positioned with respect to the 
external edge 28 of the trim or ornamental 
portion 14, so that a distinct variation results 
in the relative exposure of backbands and 

5 the floor base or baseboard 29 when the latter 
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is applied to the finished wall, as shown in 
Fig. 2. In such cases, the binding edge 30 
takes an irregular form, the baseboard 29 
either projecting beyond the edge 28 or other 
wise not being positioned in line with this 
edge. Furthermore, in applying the finish 
plaster coat 26, there is no means whereby 
the amount of plaster applied can be regul 
lated, the ocular judgment of the plasterer be 
ing entirely relied upon for the accuracy of 
the measurements. Then again, no basis is 
given from which one in charge can check up 
on his employees to determine whether the 
finished work is according to instructions or 
specifications. A feature of this invention re-g 
sides in the provision of a ready means for 
eliminating these objectionable features; and 
to this end the bent-out portion 31 is inte 
grally formed in the backband 15 and forms 
a rib extending either the entire length of 
the buck and trimor frame or alonga por 
tion thereof, from which the mason who in 
stalls the wall construction 21 can space easily 
and readily the blocks 22, and which provides 
the bounding line for plaster or tile posi 
tioned to form the external coat of the fin 
ished wall 17. A ready means for checking 
is thereby provided and a fixed basis set up 
against which the floor base or baseboard 
29 may abut in fixing its relation to the buck 
and trim 11 and to the finished wall 17. 

In the case of tiled wall constructions, a 
thicker coat of mortar is applied than in the 
case of plaster. It therefore becomes neces 
sary to provide a guide for a thicker wall 
portion, and as shown at 31a, a bent out por 
tion similar to portion 31 is provided, which 
serves as a basis for constructions in which 
the Wall is made of tile and the baseboard is a 
tile member of the type shown at 32 in Fig. 3. 
In Fig. 6 is disclosed an application of the 

invention herein described to a wall construc 
tion in which a window frame 50 has been 
associated with a rough wall 51. In this case, 
a metallic locking member. 52 is secured to 
the frame 50, said locking member having a 
bent out portion 53 providing a socket 54 into 
which is inserted a flange 55 of a combination 
guide and ornamental trim, 56, which flange 
serves to properly position the guide and trim 
with respect to the frame 50. This guide 
and trim is provided on one of its surfaces 
with ornamental work 57, one portion of 
which 58 constitutes a guide with relation 
to which the finished wall 59 may be ar ranged. : : 
In Fig. 5 is shown a portion of a buck and 

trim in which the backband 15 is provided 
with ornamental work 60 one portion of this 
ornamental work comprising the projection : 
61 which constitutes the surface finish guide similar in nature to the guide portion 58 of 
Fig. 6. , , " " .. - ... . • 

In Figs. 7, 8 and 9, different ways of form 
ing the bent out portions 31, 31a are shown 

CC 

105 

O 

20 



0 

1,852,017 

wherein the bends 131,231 and 331 are formed 
in the manner shown, one surface of the bend 
providing the fixed guiding means from 
which work may be carried out. In Figs. 10 and 11, an angle iron 33 or a 
bent piece of metal 34 is attached to the back 
band 15 in any suitable manner, as by spot 
welding, to present the guiding surfaces 36, 
37 respectively, these corresponding to the 
guiding Surface of bent out portions 31, 31a. 
In these constructions, the backband may be 
eitherintegral with or separate from the buck 
and ornamental trim 11 or in any other way 
associated therewith. 

In Fig. 12, an adjustable guide means em 
bodying the invention is disclosed and con 
stitutes a piece of sheet material 38 bent to 
provide the surface 39 as a basis for guiding 
work on wall 17, said piece 38 being provided 
with a loop 40 capable of being received on 
the end 41 of the backband 15. The relative 
position of Surface 39 may then be fixed posi 
tively as desired with respect to the edge of 
the bankband, as by pinching the loop 40 into 
contact with the backband. 

It is seen therefore that a simple construc 
tion is provided, positively associated with 
the buck and trim comprising a frame about 
an opening in a wall construction, this con 
struction embodying a simple means which 
lays down a base line from which all work 
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on said wall is done and provides a ready 
check on such work either during the build 
ing operations or after they have been com 
pleted. It will thus be seen that there is provided 
a device in which the several objects of this 
invention are achieved, and which is well 
adapted to meet the conditions of practical 
lSe. As various possible embodiments might be 
made of the above invention, and as various 
changes might be made in the embodiment 
above set forth, it is to be understood that all 
matter herein set forth or shown in the ac 
companying drawings is to be interpreted as 
illustrative and not in a limiting sense. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent:- 1. In combination, a rough wall having an 
opening therein, a frame positioned about 
said opening, and means on said frame to 
provide a guide for finish work on said wall, 
said means comprising an angle shaped por 
tion having a wall extending away from 
said opening and a wall flush with said fin 
ished work and adapted to be visible upon 
completion of said finished work. 

2. In wall construction of the type de 
scribed, a frame comprising a buck for an 
opening, ornamental features associated 
with said buck and providing a backband, 
said backband including a projection, serving 
as a guide for finishing work on said wall, 

3. 

said projection being disposed inwardly of 
the outer portions of said back band and 
extending from said opening. 

3. A construction of the type described, a 
frame comprising a buck for an opening, 
ornamental features associated with said 
buck and providing a backband, said back band including a guide portion, said portion 
being disposed inwardly of said ornamental 
features and projecting away from said 
opening, and anchor means on said back 
band. 4. In wall construction having an opening 
therein, a frame positioned about said open 
ing and means on said frame inward of the 
external edge of said frame for guiding work 
done. On Said Wall, said means comprising a 
member adapted to be visible after finishing 
said wall construction. . . . 5. In Wall construction, a combination 
buck and trim therefor comprising a uni 
tary frame structure having a back band 
thereon, a portion of said back band being 
exposed upon completion of said Wall con 
struction, and a projecting portion on said 
back band flush with the surface of the wall 
and adapted to be visible upon finishing said 
surface. 

6. In combination with a building wall 
having an opening and a finished surface on 
one side thereof surrounding said opening, 
a frame positioned about Said opening hav 
face and a portion extending outwardly from 
said first portion and away from said sur 
face, said first portion extending from said 
second portion in a direction away from said 
opening. In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 

NATHAN L. EBERMAN. 
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