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IMPROVEMENT IN BOOTS AND SHOES 
A 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 125,717, dated April 16, 1872. 

To all persons to whom these presents muay come: 
Be it known that I, THOMAs WINSHIP 

BROWN, of Malden, of the county of Middle 
sex and State of Massachusetts, have invent 
ed a new and useful Improvement in Boots or 
Shoes; and do hereby declare the same to be 
fully described in the following specification 
and represented in tle accompanying draw 
ing, of which 

Figure 1 is a side view; Fig. 2, a longitud 
inal section; and Fig. 3, a transverse section 
of a boot made in accordance with my im provement. " 
The vamp a of the said boot is of woven 

cloth, beaver cloth, or felt not impervious to 
water, and is lined on its interior surface with 
a water-proof cloth or lining, b, which in turn 
is lined with furze cloth c-that is, a woven 
or felted cloth having an open wool pile raised 
on it, or a pile composed of wool and hair, or 
wool and jute, or wool, jute, and hair. These 
three layers are quilted together by thread be 
ing sewed through them in lines, the lining or 
loose pile being innermost, so as to be next to 
the foot or stocking when the boot or shoe may 
be in wear. In case of a boot, I usually make 
the leg portion of a layer of canvas and a lin 
ing of the furze cloth, and quilt the whole to 
gether; d in the drawing being the furze-cloth 
lining, and e the canvas, and l l the lines of 
quilting. The sole fis of leather, and the heel 
and the toe of the upper may be re-enforced 
by tips or guards g h, of leather or other ma 
terial, extended around and sewed to them and 
also to the sole. 
. A boot or shoe so made is not only very soft 
and easy to the foot while in wear, but is wa 
ter-proof and ventilating, the furze cloth serv 
ing not only to keep the foot warm, but to ad 
mit of the readly evaporation and escape of the 

perspiration as generated in the foot. The 
lines of sewing or quilting not only hold to 
gether the layers of cloth so as to prevent one 
from wearing the other, but keep them from 
stretching out of shape, and also seem to make 
channels in the furze or pile to facilitate the 
escape of the perspiration. 

I make no claim to the arrangement of a 
water-proof lining in the vamp of a shoe, nor 
between the two or more layers composing 
such, as usually made. Nor do I claim the 
mode of making a shoe as described in the 
United States patent No. 77,717, nor that de 
scribed in James Eshelby’s rejected applica 
tion for a patent, filed February 2, 1850; my '' 
shoe differing materially from any such, as I 
employ ranges of stitching, and by means of 
such, quilt together the layer of woven or felt 
cloth, the water-proof lining, and the inner 
layer of furze cloth. The lines of sewing pro 
duce channels in the furze cloth to facilitate 
the evaporation of moisture from the foot of 
the wearer of the shoe; and, besides, such 
lines of sewing preserve the outer or cloth 
layer from stretching out of shape or being 
easily torn, and impart to the shoe an orna 
mental appearance. My invention I confine 
to the shoe-upper as made of the materials 
described, quilted together as set forth; there 
fore, V 

What I claim as my invention, or as a new 
or improved manufacture, is 
The boot or shoe upper as composed of the 

furze cloth, the water-proof lining, and the ex 
ternal layer of woven or felt cloth, arranged 
and quilted together as described. 

THOMAS WINSHIP BROWN. 
Witnesses: 

R. H. EDDY, 
J. R. SNOW. 

  


