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1. 
The present invention relates in general to 

timepieces and more especially to an improved 
traveling case for a pocket watch. 
An object of the invention is to provide a 

traveling case for pocket Watches Which Will fa 
cilitate assembly and Orientation of the watch in 
the traveling case and at the same time permit 
unobstructed access to the winding-crown of the 
watch-stem. - 

A further object of the invention is to provide 
a traveling case for a pocket watch with in 
proved watch-securing means which is durable, 
inexpensive and adapted to prevent rotation of 
the watch. 
A still further object of the invention is to 

provide a traveling case for pocket watches, with 
Superior watch-orienting and holding-means 
which is arranged to cooperate with the bail of 
the watch so as to permit unobstructed access to 
the winding-crown of the watch-stem. 
With the above and other objects in view, as 

will appear to those skilled in the art from the 
present disclosure, this invention includes all fea 
tures in the said disclosure which are novel over 
the prior art. - 

In the accompanying drawings, in which cer 
tain modes of carrying out the present inven 
tion are shown for illustrative purposes: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a traveling case 
for a pocket watch showing the watch-mounting 
panel in its elevated position and a pocket watch 
mounted therein; 

Fig. 2 is a rear elevation of the watch-mount 
ing panel of the traveling case including the im 
proved watch-securing means of this invention; 

Fig. 3 is a plan elevation of the watch-mount 
ing panel shown in Fig. 2, including a fragmen 
tary portion of the case; 

Fig. 4 is a broken sectional view on line 4-4 
of Fig. 2 with the watch in side elevation; 

Fig. 5 is a broken perspective view of the rear 
plate of the watch-mounting panel, including the 
in proved Watch-holding-and-orienting-fange; 
and 

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary perspective view of a 
modification of the watch-holding-and-orient 
ing-flange of the rear plate of the mounting 
panel showing the bail of a watch assembled 
thereon. 

For the purposes of illustrating and describing 
the invention, an exemplary embodiment thereof 
is shown as used in a traveling case for pocket 
watches, the traveling case being indicated gen 
erally at 0 and comprising, in the main, front 
and back covers and 2 respectively hinged 
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together as at 3 and a watch-mounting panel 
indicated generally at 4. The latter comprises a 
substantially-rectangular front plate 5 and a 
substantially-rectangular rear plate 6, the rear 
plate 6 being fixedly secured to the front plate 
by suitable fastening-means such, for example, 
as tabs 7 of the front plate bent rearwardly and 
inwardly over adjacent edges of the rear plate 3t 
substantially the four corners thereof, as shown 
especially well in Fig. 2. The upper and lower 
edges 8 and 9 respectively of the front plate 
extend beyond the corresponding edges of the 
rear plate, the lower edge 9 of the front plate 
being hinged to the front edge of the back cover 
2 and the upper edge 8 of the front plate being 
bent rearwardly in a smooth curve of relatively 
large radius. - 

In accordance with this construction, the 
mounting-panel is adapted to be swung up to 
an elevated position about the lower hinged edge 
; 9 of the front plate and to be Supported in its 
elevated position in cooperation with the front 
cover, as shown in Fig. 1, by engagement of the 
upper edge 8 of the front plate with suitable pro 
jections (not shown) on the inner walls of the 
raised front cover . A central aperture 2.0 is 
provided in the front plate to accommodate the 
front face of a pocket Watch, indicated gener 
ally at 2, and a transverse slot 22 is provided in 
the front plate 5 immediately above the aper 
ture 29 to provide clearance for and give access 
to the periphery of the crown 23 of the winding 
stern 24 of the Watch, as illustrated especially Well 
in Figs. 3 and 4. As pointed out above, a major 
portion of the upper edge 3 of the front plate 5 
is bent rearwardly on a Smooth curve or radius, 
as shown especially well in Fig. 1, while a por 
tion of the upper edge 8, intermediate its oppo 
site ends and innediately above the transverse 
slot 22, is bent rearwardly a lesser amount to 
form a lip-portion 25. When the mounting-panel 
f4 is disengaged from the projections of the front 
cover and allowed to Swing down and nest in the 
back cover, the aforesaid lip 25 of the mounting 
panel facilitates engagement by a fingernail or 
the like with the upper edge of the front plate 5 
to raise the mounting-panel 4 into its elevated 
position. 
The rear plate S of the mounting-panel 4 is 

illustrated clearly in Fig. 5 and constitutes a sub 
stantially-rectangular member having a central 
aperture 26 adapted to coincide with the central 
aperture 29 of the front plate 5; and resilient, 
means on the back face thereof for detachably 
Securing the Watch thereon With the face of the 



2,567,564 
3. 

watch projecting through the coincidental aper 
tures 26 and 20 of the mounting-panel. In the 
present embodiment, the resilient watch-securing 
means Cornprises clips 2 formed as an integral 
part of the rear plate 6 and bent backwardly 
therefron, the clips 2 being located at four sub 
Stantially-equally-Spaced points around the cir 
cumference of the aperture 26. By pressing the 
face of the watch againt these four resilient clips, 
the latter Will spread apart so as to permit the 
front face of the Watch to project through the 
coincidental apertures of the panel, the clips 
thereupon frictionally engaging the ring 28 of the 
Watch to detachably hold the latter on the real 
plate 6. A Substantially-vertical slot 29 is pro 
vided in the upper edge of the rear plate 6, the 
slot 29 intersecting the upper rim of the aperture 
26 of the plate Substantially intermediate the 
opposite sides thereof; and corresponding Sub 
stantially in width to the width of the transverse 
slot 22. Thus, when the Watch is mounted on 
the back face of the rear plate 6, the winding 
crown 23 of the Watch projects through both the 
vertical slot 29 of the rear plate and the trans 
verse slot, 22 of the front, plate, as shown especial 
Jy well in Fig. 2. 
When attaching the watch to the rear plate is 

of the mounting-panel, it is important to Orient 
the Watch so that the winding-crown 23 will en 
gage in the aforesaid coincidental slots of the 
mounting-panel and, moreover, both to prevent, 
the Watch from rotating, a circumstance which 
is apt to occur. When Winding the Watch on the 
mounting-panel, and to insure convenient access 
to the Winding-crown. 
To these ends, a pocket, indicated generally at 

30, is formed at the rear of the mounting-panel 
to accommodate the bail 3 of the watch, the 
bail being arranged to be engaged Securely in the 
pocket against both angular and rotational move. 
meatS SO as to positively hold the Watch from ro 
tating and at the same time provide unobstructed 
access to the Winding-crown 23 of the Watch 
Stem. In a preferred embodiment of the inven 
tion, the pocket 3 is formed by coaction of a, 
rear Wardly-extending Substantially U-shaped 
flange 32 formed integrally or otherwise secured 
on the upper edge of the rear plate 6 with the 
aforesaid lip. 25 of the front plate. Referring 
especially to Figs. 4 and 5, the transversely-spaced 
parallel legs 33 of the U-shaped fange extend 
rearwardly from the upper edge of the rear plate 
f5 and constitute the apertured bottom of the 
pocket; while the bridge 34 of the U-shaped flange 
is offset rearwardly from the rear plate is and is 
bent up at Subtantially right angles to the legs 
to form the back wall of the pocket, the lower edge 
of the back wall 34 being Substantially on a level 
With the upper edge of the transverse slot 22 of 
the front plate E, so as to readily clear the Wind. 
ing-croW). 23 of the Watch. The back Wall 38 of 
the pocket is offset rearwardly from the rear face 
of the back plate a distance which is measured 
by the length of the legs 33 of the U-shaped flange 
and is Such that when the Watch is mounted on 
the back plate with the winding-crown 23 en 
gaged in the coincidental slots of the mounting 
panel, the back Wall 34 of the pocket will engage 
Snugly against the rear face of the upstanding 
bail. 3 of the watch. Referring particularly to 
FigS. 2 and 4, the aforesaid bail 3 of the Watch 
constitutes a substantially bow-shaped wire 
member, the free ends of which make swivel con 
nections in opposite ends respectively of the bail 
head 35 of the Watch. In assembling the watch 
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4 
on the rear plate of the mounting-panel, the bail 
3 f is adapted to be inserted up through the aper 
tured bottom of the pocket, the sloping sides 35 
of the bail wedging between the corresponding 
inner edges or shoulders 37 of the apertured bot 
ton of the pocket, whereby the watch is securely 
held against rotation in the clips of the back plate. 
The wedging action of the Sides 36 of the bail in 
the apertured bottom of the pocket 30 likewise 
automatically orients the winding-crown 23 of 
the watch opposite the coincidental slots of the 
mounting-panel. Moreover, the back wall 34 of 
the pocket engages against the rear face of the 
bail 3, in the manner hereinabove described, so 
as to positively hold the latter in the pocket of 
the mounting-panel. 

It will be especially clear from Fig. 4 that the 
pocket construction of the mounting-panel pro 
vides means for effectively holding the bail of 
the watch so as to prevent rotation of the latter 
and to facilitate its Orientation. On the rear plate 
of the mounting-panel; and that by forming the 
pocket adjacent the upper edge of the mounting 
panel and above the winding-crown 23 of the 
watch, the latter is made accessible freely both 
from the front and rear faces of the mounting 
panel and may be manipulated readily without 
likelihood of chafing one's fingers against adja 
cent obtructions while Winding the Watch. 
A modification of the pocket construction is 

Shown in Fig. 6, wherein the flange 32d of the 
rear plate 6a, which cooperates with the front 
plate 5 and more especially the lip 25 thereof 
to form the pocket 30a, comprises a tongue 
shaped member having an imperforate rearward 
ly-bent leg-portion 33d and an upwardly-bent 
lip-portion 34a, the leg-portion 33a of the tongue 
constituting the bottom of the pocket 30a and 
the lip-portion 34a. of the tongue constituting the 
back wall thereof. The latter is displaced rear 
wardly of the rear face of the back plate 6a, a 
distance. Such that when the watch is assembled 
On the back plate, the lip will engage Snugly 
against the back face of the upright bail 3 of 
the watch, in the manner and for the purpose 
hereinabove described, the lower edge of the lip 
being disposed above the winding-crown to pro 
vide unobstructed access thereto. The leg-por 
tion of the tongue is of a width such as to project 
through the aperture of the bail 3 of the Watch, 
that is to say, the opposite outer sides 38, 38 re 
Spectively of the leg-portion 33a of the tongue are 
adapted to wedge between the respective inner 
walls 39, 39 of the sides 36 of the bail, thereby to 
positively prevent rotation of the Watch on the 
rear plate of the mounting-panel and likewise 
to Orient the winding-crown of the watch op 
posite the coincidental slots of the mounting 
panel. 
The invention may be carried out in other spe 

cific ways than those herein set forth without 
departing from the spirit and essential character 
istics of the invention, and the present embodi 
ments are, therefore, to be considered in all re 
Spects as illustrative and not restrictive, and all 
changes coming within the meaning and equiva 
lency range of the appended claims are intended 
to be embraced therein. 

I claim: 
1. In a travel case for carrying a pocket watch 

having a bail, the Combination including: a front 
cover; a back cover hinged to said front cover; 
a Watch-mounting panel comprising an aper 
tured front plate hinged to one of said covers 
and an apertured rear plate and fastening-ele 
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ments for fixedly securing said rear plate to said 
front plate with the aperture thereof coincident 
With the aperture of said rear plate; means on 
the Said rear plate to detachably secure said 
watch thereto with the face of said watch project 
ing through the coincidental apertures of said 
panel to the front side thereof; and a flange on 
Said rear plate constructed and arranged to 
COOperate with the rear face of said front plate to 
form a pocket for receiving the bail of said Watch, 
Said flange Comprising a pair of laterally-spaced 
leg-portions extending rearwardly from the rear 
face of Said rear plate and constituting an aper 
tured botton wall of Said pocket, and a lip-por 
tion connecting Said laterally-spaced leg-portions 
and bent upwardly Substantially perpendicular 
thereto to form the rear wall of said pocket, said 
bail being arranged to project up through the 
apertured botton wall of said pocket and to be 
Oriented therein by engagement of the inner 
edges of Said respective leg-portions of said 
fange with the respective outer sides of said 
bail, Said bail being held in Said pocket by coac 
tion of the rear wall of said pocket with the rear 
face of Said bail. 

2. In a travel case for carrying a pocket watch 
having a bail, the combination including: a 
front cover; a back cover hinged to said front 
COver; a composite apertured watch-mounting 
panel hinged to One of Said covers; means on said 
composite panel to detachably secure said watch 
to the back side thereof with the face of said 
Watch projecting through the said aperture to 
the front Side of the Said composite panel; and 
a pocket on the back Side of Said composite panel, 
Said pocket comprising transversely-spaced 
shoulders projecting rearwardly from the back 
Side of Said composite panel, and a lip project 
ing rearwardly from the front side of said com 
posite panel and overlying said transversely 
Spaced shoulders, Said transversely-spaced shoul 
ders being arranged to cooperatively engage cor 
responding sides of the bail of said watch to 
Support Said bail in Said pocket and hold said 
Watch from turning in the aperture of said com 
pOSite panel. 

3. In a travel case for carrying a pocket watch 
having a bail, the combination including: a front 
COver; a back cover hinged to said front cover; 
a Composite apertured Watch-mounting panel 
hinged to one of said covers; means on said com 
posite panel to detachably secure said watch to 
the back side thereof with the face of said watch 
projecting through the said aperture to the front 
Side of the Said composite panel; a pocket on the 
back Side of Said composite panel, said pocket 
Comprising transversely-spaced shoulders pro 
jecting rear Wardly from the back side of said 
Composite panel, and a lip projecting rearwardly 
from the front side of said composite panel and 
Overlying Said transversely-spaced shoulders, said 
transversely-Spaced shoulders being arranged to 
COOperatively engage corresponding sides of the 
bail of Said Watch to support said bail in said 
pocket and hold said Watch from turning in the 
aperture of Said composite panel; and a lip 
projecting upwardly from said transversely 
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spaced shoulders into cooperative engagement 
With the rear Wardly-projecting lip of Said con 
posite panel to form the back Wall of Said 
pocket. - 

4. In a travel case for carrying a pocket Watch 
having a bail, the combination including: a front 
cover; a back cover hinged to said front, cover; 
a composite Watch-mounting panel comprising 
an apertured front plate hinged to one of said 
COWers, an apertured rear plate, and fastening 
elements arranged to permanently Secure Said 
rear plate against said front plate with the aper 
ture thereof coincident With the aperture of Said 
rear plate; means on the Said rear plate to de 
tachably secure said Watch thereto With the face 
of Said Watch projecting through the coincidental 
apertures of Said composite panel to the front 
side thereof; and a rearwardly-offset flange on 
Said rear plate constructed and arranged to COOp 
erate with the Said front plate to form a pocket 
for receiving the bail of Said Watch, said flange 
being constructed and arranged to form both the 
bottom wall and rear Wall of said pocket, Said bot 
tom wall having an aperture therein through 
which said bail projects into said pocket, and 
transversely-spaced shoulders at opposite sides 
respectively of Said aperture arranged to coop 
eratively engage the corresponding sides of Said 
bail to hold said Watch from turning in the aper 
ture of Said composite panel. 

5. A mounting-panel for supporting a Watch, 
said mounting-panel having an aperture therein 
for exposing the front face of said watch, resilient 
clips on the back of said panel arranged to de 
tachably secure said watch thereto with the front 
face of said watch opposite the aperture of Said 
panel; and pocket-means on Said panel to Orient 
the Watch with respect thereto, said pocket 
means comprising a flange projecting rear Wardly 
from said panel, said flange being constructed 
and arranged to form both the bottom Wall and 
rear wall of said pocket-means, said bottom Wall 
having an aperture therein through Which the 
bail of said watch projects into said pocket 
means, and transversely-spaced shoulders at Op 
posite sides respectively of said aperture air 
ranged to cooperatively engage the corresponding 
sides of Said bail to hold said Watch from turning 
in the aperture of Said panel. 

DUDLEY S. INGRAHAM. 
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