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Our invention relates to bottle carriers, and more par-
ticularly to carriers for conveying a plurality of milk
bottles or the like.

The object of our invention is to provide a means for
clamping the neck portions of a single bottie or a plurality
of bottles, and having the weight of the load retain the
device in a clamped position.

Another object of our invention is to provide a device
that may be manipulated with one hand, without the ne-
cessity of placing the individual clamping portions into
a predetermined position.

A further object of our invention is to provide a device
constructed of a plurality of individual parts assembled
in a manner whereby the component parts cannot be-
come disengaged from one another. :

A still further object of our invention is to provide a :

device that may be folded into a compact unit requiring
a minimum of space thereby providing ease of transporta-
tion in packing.

It is manifest to anyone familiar with transporting

large-sized milk bottles or the like, that the weight of 3

the bottles, together with the cumbersome shape and con-
tour of the bottles, constitute a difficult conveying
problem. The device as specified, illustrated and claimed
herein affords a simple, convenient and efficient means
of supporting either a single bottle or a plurality of
bottles. It is easy to manipulate, inexpensive to manu-
facture and folds into a compact, neat unit when not
m use.

Other and further objects of our invention will become
more apparent as the description proceeds when taken
in conjunction with the drawings in which:

Figure 1 is a side view of the assembled device sup-
porting two bottles, a portion of which is shown in
phantom.

Figure 2 is a plan view of the assembled device in a
clamped position, with a portion of the handle cut away.

Figure 3 is an end view of the assembled device taken
at the line 3—3 in Figure 2.

Figure 4 is a top or plan view of the assembled device
in an open position showing the handle portion folded
downward in parallel relation to the clamping members.

Figure 5 is a cross-sectional view as taken at the line
5—5 in Figure 2 showing the handle raised into a clamp-
ing position.

Figure 6 is a cross-sectional view of the device with
the handle portion in a lowered position taken at the line
6—6 in Figure 4, and

Figure 7 is a cross-sectional view of the device taken at
the line 7—7 in Figure 2.

Similar characters of reference indicate corresponding
parts throughout the several views, and referring now to
the same, the characters 10 and 11 show clamping mem-
bers formed from wire into a plurality of semi-circular

_ portions integrally joined by straight portions shown as

12. These straight portions have flat. surfaces shown as
13 at their top and bottom so that they may engage the
links 14 which are shown with an aperture 15, and an
elongated slot 16. This aperture 15 and the slot 16 are
separated by inwardly projecting members shown as 17.
Thus the clamping unit 11 supports the links 14 within
the aperture 15, and holds them in a fixed position, while
the clamping member 10 slides within the elongated slot
16 forming a part of the link 14.

There is a handle 18 consisting of two members ex-
tending parallel to one another, and joined by a grip por-
tion 19 which is shown as an integral part of the handle
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structure, and extends in transverse relation to the handle
members.

The handle members are provided with a triangular
slot shown as 20 which is wider at its lower end, and of a
width to support the flat straight portions 12 of the clamp-
ing members 10 and 11. One inner edge of the slot 20, at
the wide side thereof is shown provided with an inwardly
extending member 21. .

Obviously, the contour of the semi-circular portions
of the clamp members 10 and 11 are of a size to encircle
the outer periphery of the neck portions of a milk bottle
or the like shown in phantom as 22 in Figure 1. .

In operation, the clamping portions 16 and 11 are
spread apart as shown in Figures 4 and 6, with the handle
18 in a horizontal position as shown in these Figures 4
and 6. This will permit their engagement over the neck
portion of the bottles 22. " The distance of their separa-
tion is determined by the length of the slot 16 in the links
14. The links 14, being held securely by the member
111, li%rmit the members 12 to slidably move within the
slot 16.

When the handle 18 is raised, the triangular slot 20
will cause the clamping members 10 and 11 to be brought
toward one another as shown in Figures 2 and 5, thereby
clamping the neck portion of the bottles 22, and retaining
them in a clamped position when the bottles are lifted
from the surface on which they are supported. The
weight of the bottles, whether empty or full, will retain
the handle 18 in a raised position, thereby retaining the
handles 10 and 11 in a clamped position around the outer
perpiheral surface of the bottles 22.

From the above description, it will become manifest
that the device is operative, to perform the function for
which it is intended. It may, however, be changed in
form or contour, and we reserve the rights to make such
changes without departing from the spirit of our invention
or the scope of the appended claims. ’

Having thus described our invention, what we claim
and desire to secure by Letters Patent 'in the United
States is:

1. A device of the character described in combination
with a pair of clamping members, a pair of link members,
one of said clamping members acting as a support for
link members rigidly attached thereto, said link members
provided with elongated slots, the other of said clamping
members slidably supported within the slots of said link
members, a handle engaging said clamp members, said
handle comprising a pair of arms integrally constructed
with a grip portion, each of said arms provided with
triangular slots, each of which is wide at one end and
tapered inwardly toward its other end, both of said
clamping members engaging said slots, the movements of
said grip portion causing a movement of said clamping
members toward and away from one another by changing
the angular position of the handle in its relation to said
clamping members.

2. A bottle carrier of the character described to be
used in combination with bottles to be transported, said
device comprising in combination, a handle having a pair
of support members, said handle having a grip portion
supporting said support members, said grip portions on
said handle each equipped with a slot wider at its lower
portion and tapered inwardly and upwardly therefrom, a
pair of clamping members, said clamping members formed
to encircle the neck portion of a plurality of bottles, said
clamping members engaging the slots in said handle sup-
port members, and a plurality of link members, said link
members rigidly attached at one end to one of said clamp-
ing members, an elongated slot disposed within each of
said link members, the other of said clamping members
engaging said slots in said links thereby permitting said
clamping member to be brought away from and towa:d
one another by the angular position of said handle.

3. A device of the character described comprising, a
pair of clamp members, a pair of link members, each one
of said link members attached at one end to one of said
clamp members, the other end of said link members
slidably supporting the oppositely disposed clamp mem-
ber, a handle engaging said clamp members, said handle
consisting of a grip portion and a pair of angularly dis-
posed support members, said support members each pro-
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vided with an elongated slot wider at its end, said clamp-
ing members engaging said slots thereby permitting said
clamping members to be spread apart from one another
within said slots when said handle is in one position, and

held securely in .contact with one another when the said 5

handle is in another position.

4. A device of the character -described ccomprising in
combination, a pair of clamp members, a plurality of
slide members, one of said clamp members having the

sliding members rigidly attached thereto, the other of 10

said clamp members slidably engaging said slide members,
a handle engaging said clamp members, said handle com-
prising a pair of arms held in parallel relation to one an-
other by a grip portion, each of said -arms provided with
a triangular shaped slot wider at-one end, said clamp mem-
bers engaging said slots in said arms, thereby bringing said
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clamping members toward and away from one anothpr
when changing the angular position of the handle in its
relation to said clamp members.
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