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This invention, a key purse, presents a distinct 
improvement over key purses or key retainers 
which are now commercially produced, due to 
the fact that the individual key rings need not be 

5 removed from the holder when removal or re 
placement of keys. on the rings is desired. 
Present styles, of key retainers are made in 

Such manner that a key cannot be removed or 
replaced from or on any of the key rings without 

0 first removing the ring from the holder. The 
rings are usually made in the form of a loop of 
spring wire, with complementary semi-spherical 
heads secured on the respective ends of the loop, 
and forming the swivel and retaining means for 

l5 the ring, while the holder usually has a sliding, 
Spring-urged latch or other resiliently urged lock 
ing means. When the resilient urging means 
Weakens or breaks, the retainer is made inoper 
able. 

This invention provides a key ring of similar 
general form, except removal from the holder 
is not required for removal or replacing of keys, 
and, one end of the loop is longer than the other 
end and has a single Swivel and retaining element 
affixed thereon, which may be of spherical form, 
or half sphere or disc placed at right angles as 
related to existing types, the shorter loop end 
terminating in spaced relation to the retaining 
element or head. 

Also, the holder differentiates in being formed 
as a Spring or convoluted element threaded 
through a spacer, which may beformed of flexible 
Or resilient material, the rings being difficultly 
removable from the holder, and then only against 
the inherent resistance and through the resil 
iency of adjacent convolutions. 
This flexible or resilient spacer and flexible 

holder provides flexibility of the entire unit to 
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a degree unobtainable with other methods of . 
construction, since the usual structure does not 
permit of the use of resilient or flexible securing 
elements and associated parts. 
The objects of the invention are therefore as 

follows; First; to provide a key holder which is flexible 
throughout its entire structure. 

Second; to provide a key holder in which keys 
can be removed from or placed on the key rings 
Without removal of the rings from the holder. 

Third; to provide a key holder in which the 
key rings are difficultly removable from the 
holder. Other objects and advantages of the invention 
will become apparent as the following description 

155 is read on the drawing forming a part of this 
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Specification, and in which similar reference 
characters are used to designate. Similar parts 
throughout the several views, of which; 

Fig. 1 is an enlarged fragmentary view of the 
key purse with the invention fully shown. 

Fig. 2 is a section taken on line 2-2 of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 3 is a fragmentary view illustrating one 

step in the method of applying and removing 
keys. 
The purse O may be formed of any desired 

material, Such as leather or fabric, and of Sub 
stantially the same form as in existing types of 
purses, therefore does not form a part of the 
invention except in the combinations. With the 
other elements. 
The key rings are formed of Spring material, 

Such as stainless steel, and are made in the 
form of a loop in which one leg 2 is longer than 
the other leg 3. 

Affixed to the end of the long leg 2 is a swivel 
element or head, such as a sphere 4, or a disc 
or semi-sphere f3, and the short leg 3 terminates 
in spaced relation to the head 4 or 5 as shown 
at 6, the terminal end fl of the short leg being 
inwardly retracted toward the loop as shown. 
The holder consists in its preferred form of a 

spring f8, the pitch of which is less than the 
diameter of the head 4 or 5, whereby the heads 
are locked between the helices or convolutions, 
While the loop is free to SWing in any direction. 
This Spring may be of other forms than circu 

lar, Such as elliptical, or may be formed by Slot 
ting a tube, in which case, for assembly, the head 
is fed into the end of the tube to the position de 
sired, and the long leg inserted through a slot 
and secured in the head. 
The locking device consists of a resilient or 

flexible plate 9 which has formed adjacent one 
of its longer edges, a series of holes 20 with a 
pitch between holes equal to the pitch of the 
spring, which spring is threaded through the 
series of holes as shown, and which is readily 
accomplished, since the Spring can be screwed 
directly through the series of holes. After the 
locking device, holder, and rings are assembled, 
the ends 2 of the Spring are bent in to prevent 
displacement or removal of the Spring from the 
locking device. The locking device is secured to 
the folder or back ) by known means. Such aS 
eyelets 22. 

It will be noted that the Spacer or locking de 
vice 9 forms means to prevent spreading of the 
spring, and in standard construction it has been 
ascertained that a pull of about eighty pounds 
is required to pull the head 4 or 5 out from 
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between the helices, and therefore, the key ringS 
may be considered as non-renovable. 
The operation of the holder is as foilo WS; 
When a key is to be removed, it is first noved 

5 from position 23, (which is the normal position), 
to the position 24, Fig. 3, and then forced out be 
tween the legs at 25, the leg 3 resiliently coop 
erating with the leg 2. The ring is not removed 
for this operation. 

10 Similarly, when a key is to be placed on a ring, 
it is first inserted within the loop, transversely, 
as shown at 26, then moved upwardly to position 
24, Fig. 3, until the cooperating portion of leg 
3 falls through the key-ring hole 27, the key then 

ls being given a slight twist to pass the leg 3 
through the hole 27, and next forced down, when 
it will be secured in the loop as shown. 

Since the spacer 9, cover 0, and Spring 8 are 
all resilient or flexible, the entire unit is there 

20 fore resilient or flexible, and since the rings are 
Substantially non-removable, keys cannot readily 
be lost from the purse. 

It Will be understood that variations in con 
struction and arrangement of parts, which varia 

25 tions are consistent with the appended claims, 
may be resorted to Without detracting from the 
Spirit or Scope of the invention, or sacrificing 
any of the advantages thereof. 
We claim: 

30 l. In a key purse, a key ring comprising a loop 

of resilient material terminating in a long leg and 
a resiliently cooperating short leg, a head affixed 
to the end of Said long leg, Said Short leg termi 
nating in spaced relation to Said head, and a 
ring holder comprising a spiral element having 
a pitch greater than the thickness of the material 
of the ring, and less than the diameter of the 
head; and a thin Spacing element having a 
series of holes spaced at intervals equal to the 
pitch of said spiral element, Said Spiral element 
being threaded through said Series of holes to 
prevent spreading of the spiral element. 

2. In a key purse, a key ring comprising a loop 
of resilient material terminating in a long leg 
and a resiliently cooperating short leg, a head 
affixed to the end of said long leg, said short leg 
terminating in Spaced relation to said head; a ring 
holder comprising a spring having a series of coils 
with a pitch less than the diameter of Said head, 
and means cooperating With the individual coils, 
On One side of Said Spring to prevent spreading 
between coils. 

3. In a key purse having key rings each pro 
Wided With a head, a ring holder comprising a 
resilient Spiral element having a pitch less than 
the diameter of the head, and means maintain 
ing adjacent Spirals of Said spiral element against Spreading. 

PRESTON W. HOWEY. 
RALEIGH. L. MILLER. 
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