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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Taropore W. May, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State .of
Ilinois, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Self-Supporting Golf-
Bags, of which the following 1s a specifica-
tion.

The present invention relates to improve-
ments in bags for the storage and transport-
ing of golf clubs—commonly denominated
golf bags. 5 , )

The usual construction of golf bags is

such that the same will not stand erect un-

less sustained by means extraneous to the
bag. The supporting of these bags in erect
position, when playing golf, is highly de-
sirable in order that the several clubs may
be available for ready selection for the dif-
ferent strokes. Ordinarily, golf bags are
handled by caddies. ¥ requently, however,
players dispense with caddies and carry
their bags. In the latter circumstance, the
player after selecting the appropriate club

8 drops the bag on the ground, makes -the

stroke, and then reaches down for the bag
to replace the club. This usually follows be-
fore he has determined the final destination
of the ball, or has followed its flight. Loss
of balls results and difficulty is experienced
in locating the balls after they have come
to rest. . o
The present invention aims to provide a
golf bag which will be self-sustaining, there-
by overcoming the objections above noted,
and through the medium of which the bag
will stand erect and be thus available {0 the
player for the expeditious removal or re-
lacement of clubs as occasion may require.
he necessity for stooping for the bag, or
groping for the same while the player is en-
deavoring to follow the flight of the ball, is
thereby eliminated, and after its destination
is observed the player may conveniently re-
place his club, grasp the bag without undue
exertion, and proceed tc the ball for effect-
ing the next play. ) o
A further object of the invention is to
provide a golf bag of the class described
which is so’ constructed that the requisite
supporting mechanism may be embodied
therein without diminishing the storage
space of the bag or mutilating the appearance
of the latter. The construction, further-
more, is such that the mechanism may be

easily operated, and when moved to non-
supporting position, the same will be effec-
tually concealed and prevented from inter-
fering with the free handling of the bag.
Other objects and advantages of the im-

provements will appear as the nature of the.

same is better understood, the invention con-
sisting substantially in the novel construc-
tion, combination and arrangement of parts
hereinafter fully described, illustrated in
the accompanying drawings, and finally
pointed out in the appended claims. It is
to be understood, however, that the form
herein shown and described is not to be
taken in a restrictive sense, the same being
but an illustrative embodiment of the in.
vention.

In the drawings—

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a golf bag
embodying the herein described invention,
the supporting mechanism being shown in
open or distended position ;

Fig. 2 is a sectional plan view thereof, the
parts being illustrated in the position ap-
pearing in Fig. 1;

ig. 8 is a vertical transverse sectional
view of the base of the bag and supporting
mechanism associated therewith; and

Fig. 4 is a sectional plan view corre-
sponding to Fig. 2, but with the parts in
closed position. '

Referring now in detail to the accom-
panying drawings, the numeral 10 desig-
nates a goif bag the body of which is formed
of material commonly employed for this
purpose, and said body or bag 10 is likewise
provided with the usual stays 11 incased by
coverings 12 which extend lengthwise of thes
bag. At the lower portion of the bag 10 is
a ferrule 13 in which the bottom 14 .of the
bag is arranged, and said bottom 14 is posi-

tioned at a point above the lower edge of the

ferrule 18 whereby to form a space within
the lower portion of the ferrule 18 in which
is received the supporting means for the
bag hereinafter described.

The numeral 15 designates a supporting
plate the dimensions of which are such that
the edges thereof will extend over the lower
edges of .the ferrule 13. This plate is pref-
erably metal to give it stability. At the
center of the supporting plate 15 is a ver-
tically disposed stud 16, the lower end of
which is secured ‘in -the supporting plate
15 by being upset,. and journaled on said
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stud 16, for pivotal movement thereon, is a
pair of gear segments 17. These segments
are in the form of flat plates arranged at
right angles to each ‘other, the ends of said
plates 17 being provided with gear teeth
18 arranged on a curve the radius of which
is struck from the vertically extending stud
16.as a center. The plates 17 are riveted to-
gether, as at 19, or otherwise secured in a
Suitable manner, whereby to retain them at
right angles to each other. Each of the gear
segments 17 has its teeth in engagement
with a pinion 20 which is carried by the up-
standing arm 21 of an angular supporting
foot 29, 'These supporting feet 22 are
formed by right angularly disposed arms,
and in their distended position, illustrated
in Figs. 1, 2 and 3, they provide an enlarged
base for the bag 10 so that the latter will
be maintained in upright position and with-
out the necessity of being supported by any
other means.

A spacing washer 23 is interposed between
the supporting plate 15 and gear segments
17, while a similar washer 24 is lLikewise
arranged above the gear segments and sur-
rounds the upper end of the stud 16. The
latter has its upper extremity reduced to
form a neck 25 which finds a seat in a
securing plate 26.

Interposed between the supporting plate
15 and the securing plate 26, and. arranged
at the marginal portions thereof, is a series
of spacing blocks 27, the ends of these
blocks being sufficiently separated to accom-
modate the pinions 20, and sald supporting

plate, spacing blocks and securing plate are-

held together in associated relation by means
of g plurality of bolts 28, or equivalent fas-
tening means. This constitutes the support-
ing mechanism for the bag as a unitary
structure, which may be introduced to and
removed from the space below the bottom 14
of the bag. When introduced into that space
the supporting mechanism is fastened there-
in through the medium of a series of screws
99 which penetrate the ferrule 13 and enter

~ the spacing blocks 27.
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For the operation of the herein described
supporting mechanism one of the upstanding
arms 21 is elongated to provide a vertically
disposed connecting rod 30 which is received
by one of the stay ‘coverings 12, and con-
cealed thereby, and an operating handie 31
is connected to the upper end of the rod 30,
the stay covering 12 being suitably apertured
for permitting the operating handle 31 to
project at the exterior of the bag to be con-
veniently manipulated. .

Tt is also desirable that in the operation
of the supporting feet 22 to and from: their
distended positions means be provided for
assisting the movement thereof. To this
end a pair of substantially (}-shaped springs
32 is employed. These springs sre arranged
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in crossed relation, the ends of each spring
being directed to diagonally-opposite pinions
90 and being suitably connected to said
pinions so that in the moyement of the lat-
ter the springs will be slightly compressed
and expanded when the feet 22 are swung
to closed and opened positions, respectively.
Tnasmuch as the connecting rod 30 actuates
but one of the pinions, it is obvious that the
springs 32 greatly assist the throw of the
feet 92 moving to and from the positions
mentioned. ‘

In order to limit the movement of the
gear segments 17, and thus properly posi-
tion the supporting feet 22, both in open and

closed position thereof, a pair of stop pins
33 is employed. These pins are arranged

at opposite sides of the stud 16, and in the
spaces between contiguous ends of the gear
segments 17. They are carried by the sup-
porting plate 15 and project upwardly a

sufficient distance to be contacted by both

of the gear segments in the movement of the
latter. ' '

In the use of the herein described inven-
tion it is evident that the same may be ap-
plied to a golf bag without material modifi-
cation of the present day construction of the
latter. The location of the operating mech-
anism is such as not to diminish the storage
space of the bag; neither will it mutilate
the appearance of the latter. Being ap-
plied ‘at the bottor of the bag it is effect-
ually concealed and does not interfere with
the free handling of the bag, and the connect-
ing rod 30, being accommodated by the stay
covering 12 of one of the stays 11, finds 2
covering in one of the usual adjuncts of a
bag. The closed position of the supporting
feet 22 is illustrated in Fig. 4, and it will be
observed that the respective feet are nested
together at the lower portion of the bag 10
and lie in close relation to each other. en
it is desired to support the bag in erect po-
sition, the operating handle 31 is manipu-
lated to rotate the connecting rod 30. This
actuates the pinion 20 connected thereto
which pinion, in turn, operates the gear
teeth 18 of that end of the gear segment
which is in mesh with this pinion. Move-
ment is, therefore, imparted simultaneously
to all of the pinions 20, and the supporting
feet 92 are thrown outwardly to distended
position illustrated in Fig. 2. This en-
larges the base of the bag 10 and obviously
sustains the bag in upright position. en
it is desired to close the feet 22 it is simply
necesgary to operate the handle 31 in a re-
verse mamnner to that for opening the feef,
whereupon the same will move to the posi-
tion shown in Fig. 4, and again become
nested, in which position the feet are out of
the way, and the bag may be readily trans-

orted or carried about without interference
and without the supporting feet 82 being

70

76

80

85

90

98

109

105

110

115

120

125

130



(3]

1P
=]

5 arb.

1,864,078

projected to any extent beyond the marginal
porbions of the bag as to cause interferance
with the handling of the latter,

While the invention has been illustrated
end ‘described in conjunction with a golf
bag, for which the same is primarily de-
signed, it is to be understood that its use
is not to be restricted to bags of this char-
acter. The same is applicable to other types
of receptacles which 1t is desired to main-
tain in upright position without the em-
ployment of extraneous means, and the
adaptation of the invention to such extended
use will be apparent to those skilled in the

If it be desired the connecting rod 80 may
be of such length as to extend: throughout
the entire length of the stay covering 12
in which it is inclosed. In such event the

20 necessity for employing a stay is overcome,

the conuecting rod 30 taking the place of
the stay and providing the necessary rigid-
ity to that portion of the bag at which the
connecting rod is positioned.

I claim:

i. In a bag of the class described, the com-
bination with the body thereef, of s plural-
ity of supporting feet carried thereby and
each comprising angularly-disposed arms
one of which is pivotally connected to
caid body, said feet being adapled to fold
together with the contiguous arms thereof
nesting upon each other when in such folded
relation, and means for actuating the sup-

& porting feet to move the same to supporting

end nomn-supporting positions.

2. In a bag of the class described, the com-
bination with the body therecf, of a plural-
ity of supporting feet pivetally connected
thereto, a common actuating means for mov-
ing said supporting fee to supporting and
non-supporting positions,” and means ar-
ranged ab the side of the bag for operating
said actuating means.

3. In a bag of the class described, the com-
bination with the body thereof, of a plural-
ity of supporting feet pivotally connected
thereto, & pinion carried by each supporting
foot, gear comnections meshing with said
pinions for actuating the same, and means
for operating said gear connections whereby
to move the supporting means to supporting
and non-supporting positions.

4. In a bag of the class described, the com-
bination with the body thereof, of a plural-
ity of supporting feet pivotally connected to
szid body, & pinion carried by each of said
supperting feet, gear connections meshing

- with said pinions ijor actuating the support-
 ing feeb to move the latter to supporting and
non-supporiing positions, and rmeans ar-

ranged gt the side of the bag for actuating
said gear. connecticns.
5. In a bag of the class described, the com-

- binetion with the body thereof, of s plural-

ity of laterally-movable supporting feet piv-
otally mounted on one end thereof, means for
actuating said supporting feet tc move the
same to supporting and non-supporting po-
sitions, and resilient means also associated
with said supporting feet for assisting the
movement of the latter.

6. In a bag of the class described, the
combination with the body thereof, of a plu-
rality of laterally-movable supporting feet
pivotally mounted on one end thereof, means
for actuating said supporting feet te move
the same to supporting and non-supporting
positions, and a plurality of springs alse
associated with sald supporting feet for as-
sisting the movement of the latter.

7. In a bag of the class described, the com-
bination with the body thereof, of a plural-
ity of supporting feet pivotally connected to
said bag, a pinion connected to each of said
supporting feet, gear connections between

"said pinions for imparting simultaneous

movement thereto, whereby to move the sup-
porting feet to supporting and non-support-

ing positions, and means for actuating said

gear connections.

8. In a bag of the class described, the com-
bination with the body thereof, of a plural-
ity of supporting feet pivotally connected
thereto, a pinion carvied by each of said
supporting feet, gear connections between
said pinions for imparting simultanecus
movement thereto, whereby to move the sup-
porting feet to supporting and non-support-

ing positions, and an operating rod connect- 1

ed to one of said pinions and arranged at the
side of the bag.

9. In a bag of the class described, the
combination with one end thereof provided
with a space, of supporting means arranged
in said space, means for detachably hold-
ing said supporting means in said space,
and means for actuating said supporting
means to move the same to supporting and
non-supporting positions. :

10. In a bag of the class described, the
combination with the body thereof having
a space at one end, of a support detachably
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mounted in said space, supporting means

carried by said support, and means for ac-
tuating said supporting means to mdve the
same to supperting and non-supporting po-
sitions.

il In a bag of the class described, the
combination with the body thereof having
& space at one end, of a support arranged in

said space, means for detachably holding

said support in said space, supporfing means
carried by said support and including s
plurality of angularly disposed fest pivot-
ally mounted with respect to the bag, and
means Tor actuating said supporting feet to-
move the seme to supporting and non-sup-
porting positions.

19. In @ bag of the class dezeribed, the
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combination with the body thereof having
a space formed at one of its ends, ot a sup-
port arranged in said space, a plurality of
supporting feet pivotally mounted on said
support and capable of simultaneous move-
ment to supporting ard non-supporting po-
sitions, and means for actuating said sup-
porting feet.

13. In a bag of the class described, the
combination with the body thereof having a
space formed at one of its ends, of a support
arranged in said space, a plurality of sup-
porting feet pivotally mounted on said sup-
port and capable of simultaneous movement
into supporting -and non-supporting posi-
tions; a pinion carried by each of said sup-
porting feet, gear connections between said
pinions for simultaneously actuating the
same, and means fof acuating said gear con-
nections. '

14. In a bag of the class described, the
combination with the body thereof having
a space at its bottom end, of supporting
means detachably mounted in said space and
including a plurality of pivoted supporting
feet, said feet when closed nesting together
on the bottom of the bag and when open
projecting beyond the edges thereof, actu-
ating means for imparting simultaneous
movement to said supporting feet,and means
for operating said actuating means.

15. In a bag of the class described, the
combination with the body thereof having
a space at its bottom end, of supporting
means detachably mounted in said space and
including a plurality of pivoted supporting
feet, said feet when closed nesting together
on the bottom of the bag and when open
projecting beyond the edges thereof, actu-
ating means for imparting simultaneous
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movement to said supporting feet, and
means arranged at the side of the bag for
operating said actuating means.

16. In a bag of the class described,. the
combination with the body thereof having
a space at its bottom end, of supporting
means detachably mounted in said space,
and including a plurality of pivoted sup-
porting feet equi-distantly spaced about the
peripheral edges of the bottom, said feet
when closed nesting together on the bottom
of the bag and when open projecting be-
yond the edges thereof, a pinion connected
to each of said supporting feet, gear con-

nections between said pinions for imparting !

simultaneous movement thereto, and means
arranged at the side of the bag for operat-
ing said gear connections.

17. In a bag of the class described, the
combination with the body thereof having
a space at its bottom end, of supporting
means detachably mounted in said space, and
including a plurality of pivoted supporting
feet equi-distantly spaced about the periph-
eral edges of the bottom, said feet when
closed nesting together on the bottom of the
bag and when open projecting beyond the
edges thereof,
said supporting feet, a pair of gear sbg-
ments arranged at right angles to each other
and engaging said pinions for imparting
simultaneous movement thereto, and means
for actuating said gear segments.

In testimony whereof I hereunto subscribe

my name in the presence of two subscribing
witnesses.
THEODORE W. MAY.
Witnesses :

W, Nevarre CROMWELL,
Mary C. Brower.
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