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This invention relates to hats. It is particu 
larly directed to Women's hats. 
An object of this invention is to provide a hat 

'Which may be adjusted so that the same hat may 
have a number of different styles. 
A further object of this invention is to provide 

a single hat which may be transformed into 
three or more styles, and which comprises a 
crown portion and a brim portion, and means 
to fully expand the brim to produce a large brim 
hat, and which is so constructed that one or the 
other side only of the brim may be constricted 
so that one part of the brim is small and another 
part is large, and in which construction further 
more the entire brim may be contracted to pro-. . 
duce a hat with a small brim. 
Yet another object of this invention is to pro 

vide a lady's hat comprising a crown, and a brim 
of flexible material, and a stiffener having an 
'intermediate portion attached to the periphery 
of the brim, said stiffener being adapted to ex 
pand the brim and hold it in tauticondition, and 

a said stiffener being adapted to be pulled in or 
drawn to contract the brim and with the brim 
conforming to or clinging to the stiffener due 
to an elastic strip sewed therein and hence 
change the style or appearance of the hat. 
Yet a further object of this invention is to 

provide a lady's hat comprising a crown and a 
brim, said brim being made of flexible cloth, and 
comprising Superimposed top and bottom por 
tions attached together at their outer edges, and 
a stiffener within the brim and between the top 
and bottom portions and attached:to a peripheral 
portion of the brim, and said stiffener being 
adapted to extend all around the periphery of 
the brim to hold it in taut condition, and said 
(brim having an opening at the back through 
"which the stiffener may be pulled out or drawn, 
so as to contract the brim of the hat which brim 
follows the contour of the stiffener due to an 
elastic strip attached to the inner portion be 
tween the brin's surfaces, and which brim foll 
lows the stiffenerin contraction until it is stopped 
by the stiffener panel. 
Yet another object of this invention is to pro 

vide a hat of the character, described in which 
“the pulled out portion of the stiffener may be 
wrapped about the crown of the hat or pulled 
through loops on the hats or buttoned to the hat 
to produce various styles in the same hat. 

Yet a further object of this invention is to 
provide a lady's hat of the character described 
comprising a crown and a brim, and a stiffener 
attached at its central portion to the front of 
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the periphery of the brim and extending around 
the brim, and said brim having elastic portions 
On opposite sides of the portion of the brim 
which is attached to the stiffener, so that when 
the Stiffener is drawn to contract the brim, the 
elastic portions will contract so as to drape part 
Of the brim around the crown of the hat. 
A still further object of this invention is to 

'provide in a hat of the character described a 
stiffener having a plurality of spaced openings at 
opposite ends thereof adapted to engage the hook 
at the back of the hatso as to permit drawing 
the brim to various adjusted sizes. 

Yet another object of this invention is to pro 
Wide a hat. Of the character described comprising 
a stiffener within the brim, said stiffener having 
loops at its outer ends so that when the looped 
gends are drawn, they may be wrapped about 
the Crown of the hat and engage With buttons 
at the front of the hat. 
Yet another object of this invention is to pro 

vide a strong, rugged and durable hat of the 
character described, which shall be inexpensive 
to manufacture, attractive in appearance, easy 
to adjust, and which shall yet be practical and 
efficient to a high degree in use. 
'Other objects of this invention Willin part; be 

obvious andlin parthereinafter pointed out. 
The invention accordingly consists in the fea 

tures of construction, combinations of elements, 
and arrangement of parts, which will be exempli- . 
fied in the construction hereinafter described, 

- and of which the Scope of invention Will be indi 
cated in the following claims. 
In the accompanying drawings in which are 

shown various illustrative embodiments of this 
'invention, 

Fig. 1 is a top perspective view of a hat-em 
'bodying the invention and showing the brim 
fully expanded; 

Fig. 2 is a view similar to Fig. 1 but showing 
One end of the stiffener for the brim drawn iso 
that only one side of the brim is contracted; 

Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig.2 but showing 
both ends of the Stiffener drawn so that the entire 
collapsible brim is contracted; 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged cross-sectional view taken 
on line, 4-4 of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 5 is a cross-sectional view taken on line 
5-53 of Fig. 4; 

:Fig. 26 is a cross-sectional view taken on line 
-6-6 of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 7 is a developed view showing the stiffener 
in the hat of Figs. 1 to 6, stitched to a portion of 
the brim of the hat; 
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Fig. 8 is a cross-sectional view taken. On line 
8-8 of Fig. 7; 

Fig. 9 is a top plan view of the hat shown in 
Fig. 1. With parts broken away and in cross-Sec 
tion; 

Fig. 10 is a partial perspective rear view of the 
hat With parts broken away and in cross-section; 

Fig. 11 is a view similar to Fig. 3 but illustrating 
a modified construction; - - 

Fig. 12 is a top plan view of the stiffener em 
ployed in the hat shown in Fig. 11; 

Fig. 13 is a view similar to Fig. 11 but illustrat 
ing a further modified construction; 

Fig. 14 is a cross-sectional view taken on line 
4- 4 of Fig. 13; 
Fig. 15 is a rear perspective view of the hat em 

bodying another modification; 
Fig. 16 is a cross-sectional view taken on line 
6-6 of Fig.15; 
Fig. 17 is a top plan view of the stiffener em 

ployed in the hat shown in Fig. 15; and 
Fig. 18 is a view similar to Fig. 15 but illustrat 

ing still another modified construction. 
Referring now in detail to the drawing, des 

ignates a lady's hat embodying the invention, the 
Same comprising generally of a crown and a 
brim 2. The crown may be of any suitable 
shape and construction. It is here shown for the 
purpose of illustration as comprising a fiat top 
panel 3, to the outer end of which is attached 
as by Stitching 4 an annular tapered panel 5. 
A stiffening panel 6 such as buckram is located 
inside panel 5. A wire a may be inserted into 
the upper end of the hat, and about which the 
panel 5 is folded. The stitching 4 serves to 
Stitch the panels 3, 5 and 6 together at the 
top. The lower end of the panel 5 is folded 

- beneath the lower edge of the panel 6 and is 
stitched thereto by a line of stitching 8. 
The brim 2 comprises a top flexible annular 

panel or sheet 9 of cloth or other flexible ma 
terial, Stitched to the lower edge of the crown by 
Said line of Stitching 8. Stitched to the under 
side of the inner portion of the brim 9 is an an 
nular stiffener panel 2) of buckram. Underlying 
the panel 20 is a cloth panel 2 (, likewise stitched 
thereto by the line of stitching 8. The panels 
20 and 2? are stitched together by a line of stitch 
ing 22. 
The stiffener 20 and the underlying panel 2 

of cloth or other flexible material may be some 
What crescent shaped, being of greater width at 
the front than at the back. A size band 23 may 
be stitched as at 24 to the inner edges of the 
panels 20, 2. 
The brin 2 further comprises a lower flexible 

annular brim panel, cloth or sheet 25 stitched to 
the panels 2, 2 by said line of stitching 22. 
The brim panels 9 and 25 are stitched together 
at their outer periphery by a seam 26. The panels 
49 and 25 may be wider at the front than at the 
back, gradually becoming narrower toward the 
back, as shown in Fig. 1. However, as the lower 
panel 25 is secured to crescent shaped panels 20, 
and 2 by Stitching 22, the width of the lower 
panel With respect to the upper panel 9 increases 
toward the back. The upper panel S is formed 
With an Opening 27 at the back and adjacent the 
COW. 

It will now be understood that there is a space 
between the panels 9 and 25. Said panels hence 
form a Soft, collapsible sleeve. Attached to the 
front of the Outer periphery of the brin of the 
hat there is stitched to the seam 26, as by addi 
tional Stitches 28, a central part of a flexible 
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4. 
stiffener 30. The stiffener 30 may comprise an 
intermediate resilient flexible semi-stiff strip 3 
of any suitable construction, such as is used for 
example as a stay or bone in a corset. The Outer 
ends thereof may be covered by sleeves 32 of cloth 
which would harmonize with the cloth of which 
the hat is Inade. Stitched to the outer ends of 
the stiffener 39, as at 32d, are loops 33. 

It will be noted that the stiffener 30 extends 
all around the inside of the periphery of the brim 
adjacent the Seam 26. The outer or looped ends 
33 of the stiffener are located at the back of the 
hat adjacent the opening 2. The stiffener thus 
eXpands the entire brim of the hat to give the ap 
pearance of a large brim hat. 
Attached to the front of the hat, on opposite 

sides of the crown, are a pair of ornamental but 
tons 34 of any suitable material. On opposite 
sides of the line of stitching 28 the upper and 
lower brim panels or sheets 9, 25 are stitched to 
gether with an elastic strip as at 35. - - - 

In Order to change the style of the hat from 
that shown in Fig. 1 to that shown in Fig. 2, one 
end of the stiffener 30 is pulled out through the 
Opening 2 and drawn sufficiently so that it can 
be wrapped around the crown of the hat, and the 
loop 33 thereof engaged with one of the buttons 
34. As that is done one side of the hat is col 
lapsed, contracted or constricted, and the con 
Stricted portion due to the presence of the elas 
tic Strip 35, Will be drawn in and drape about the 
lower portion of the crown of the hat over the 
top of the stiffener brin panel 20. Ef desired the 
Style shown in Fig. 3 may be produced by draw 
ing both ends of the stiffener out through the 
Opening 2, Wrapping them about the crown of 
the hat and engaging both buttons 34. When 
that is done the entire sleeve portion of the brim 
is contracted or drawn in and the elastic strip 35 
Will drape the constricted brim about the lower 

Referring to Fig. 2 it will be noted that either 
one or the other ends of the stiffener 30 may be 
dra Win in So that the hat will have a large brim 
On either the left side or the right side. -- w 
In Fig. 11 there is shown a hat Oa. embodying 

the invention and illustrating a modified con. 
Struction. The hat Oa is the same as the hat 
0 except that the stiffener 30a has male and 
female Snap fasteners 40a, 40b at the outer ends 
respectively, thereof, which may be snapped to 
gether as shown at 40 in Fig. 11, at the front of 
the hat when the ends of the stiffener are drawn 
out. The part of the stiffener which is wrapped 
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around the front of the hat may be held in po 
Sition by a loop 4 which is attached to the front 
of the hat by a rivet or other fastening member 
42. The latter of course may be decorated, as 
by a button, at the front if desired. The stiffener 
30a, is shown in Fig. 12 and the Snap fastener 
portions 40d, 40b are at the ends thereof, as il 
lustrated. 
In Fig. 13 there is shown a hat 10b embodying 

the invention and illustrating yet another modi 
fied construction. In Fig. 13 the stiffener 30b 
is a continuous one piece member, that is, it is 
not severed at the back. The part which is 
drawn out through the rear opening may be 
brought up and tucked into one of the two loops 
50 which are stitched to the top of the crown of 
the hat. Furthermore, stiffener 30b may con 
prise a core 52 having a colored piece of cloth 
53 Wrapped therearound and stitched together 
as at 54 to form a piping. The contacting por 
tions of the binding strip may be inserted be 



5 
itween the top and bottom: portions f 9a, 25a of 
the brim and stitched thereto aSibyline of Stitch 
sing:54a, so that the wrapped core: or piping pro 
Strudes through the brim at the front portion 
thereof. . . . . . . . 

In Fig. 15 there is shown a hat c embodying 
the invention and illustrating yet another modi 
fied construction. The hat Oc "is the same as 
the hat, with the exception that the stiffener 
30c is provided at the outer ends, thereof with 
spaced eyelets 60. The outer ends of the stiffen 
er may be pulled out of the opening 27. At 
tached to the back of the hat at the lower end 
of the crown and just above the opening 2 is a 
hook 6 which may be engaged in a pair of over 
lapping eyelets 60. Thus the stiffener 30c may 
be drawn to various. adjusted degrees and en 
gaged with the hook 6. The protruding ends 
of the stiffener may be stucked within the brim. 

In Fig. 18, there is shown yet another modified 
rform of the invention, is comprising a hat - d. 
The hat, d has a curved crown . It has a 
rim similar to the brin of the hat, 0d. The 

stiffener may be a one piece continuous stiffener 
designated by numera . However, there is at 
tached to the rear of the crown of the hat, ad 
jacent the opening 27 through which the stiffen 
er is pulled out, a loop 73. The portion of the 
stiffeiner 7 which is pulled out of the opening 27 
may be passed through the loop 3 So as to be 
held in the drawn condition. 
While the invention is applicable to Women's 

hats it is also applicable to girls', juniors' and 
children's hats or any millinery. 
The invention is applicable to hats made of 

straw, felt, leather or any other Suitable mate 
rial, and the portion that is expandable is flexi 
ble and it may be attached to any hat. It may 
be part of the brim, or attached to the brim, or 
it may be part of the crown, or attached to the 
crown, or to any other part of the hat. If de 
sired the expandable portion may be made as a 
separate part adapted to be worn as it is, or it 
may be attached to a hat, or a hat band. 

It will thus be seen that there is provided a 
device in which the Several objects of this in 
vention are achieved and which is well adapted 
to meet the conditions of practical use. 
As various possible embodimentS. night be 

made of the above invention, and as various 
changes might be made in the embodiment above 
set forth, it is to be understood that all matter 
herein set forth or which is shown in the ac 
companying drawings is to be interpreted as ill 
lustrative and not in a limiting Sense. 
Having thus described my invention I claim as 

ihew and desire to secure by Letters Patent: 
1. A hat comprising a crown, and a flexible 

brim, a stiffener extending around the brim and 
attached at an intermediate portion thereof to 
the outer periphery of the brim at one side of 
the hat, and said brim being in the form of a 
sleeve and said stiffener passing through the 
sleeve, said brim having an opening at the other 
side of the hat, said stiffener having outer ends 
adapted to be drawn through said opening and 
said outer ends being adapted to be Wrapped 
about the crown of the hat, coacting fastening 
means on the ends of the stiffener adapted to be 
Secured together at the first Side of the hat, and 
air elastic band stitched to the outer periphery 
of the brim to gather the brim as the ends of 
the stiffener are pulled through the opening in 
the brin. 

2. A hat comprising a crown and a brim, and 

5 

5 

i20 

30 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

75 

2,678;448 
6 

a One piece Continuous stiffeiner extending 
around the brim and attached to the brimsat one 
side of the hat, Said brim being in the form of 
a sleeve, and said stiffener extending within said 
sleeve, said sleeve having iain opening at the op 
posite side of the hat, a portion of the stiffener 
being adapted to be pulled out through the open 
ing, and meansion the hat spaced from the open 
ing, to engage the portion of the stiffener which 
is pulled out through the opening, and an elas 
tic bandstitched to the outer periphecy of the 
brim to gather the brim as the stiffener is pulled 
through the opening in the brin. 

3. A hat comprising a crown, a brin compris 
ing top and bottom Superimposed layers Stitched 
at their inner edges to the crown and stitched 
together at their, outer peripheries by a seam, a 
stiffener band within the brim and between the 
top and bottom superimposed layers, Said band 
being attached to the front of the brim at the 
outer periphery of the latter, said band extend 
'ing all around the brin, Said brin having & 
opening at its rear side through which the band 
may be drawn, and an elastic band Stitched to 
the brin to gather the brin as the stiffener band 
is pulled through the rear opening in the briin. 

4. An article of headwear comprising a crown, 
a flexible sleeve-like brim attached to the crown, 
an elongated stiffener passing through the sleeve 
like brim and attached to the outer peripheral 
portion of the brim, said brim having an opening 
at one side thereof through which the stiffener 
can be drawn. Out of Said brin, Said opening 
being Spaced from the point of attachinent of the 
stiffener to the brin, and means to attach the 
drawn out stiffener to the crown at a point spaced 
from Said opening to retain the stiffener in drawn 
out condition. 

5. The combination of claim 4 in combination 
with elastic means extending around the outer 
peripheral portion of the brim to constrict the 
brin when the stiffener is drawn through said 
opening. 

6. A headgear comprising a crown and a flex 
ible brim attached thereto, a stiffener band 
extending all around the outer periphery of the 
brim to expand the brim, Said band being 
attached to the brim mediate the ends of the 
band, means in said brim to receive the band, 
Said brin having an opening through which the 
ends Of the band may be drawn, and neans On 
the crown of the headgear Spaced from the open 
ing for attachment of the ends of the drawn band 
to retain said band in drawn condition. 

7. The combination of claim 6 and elastic 
means attached to the outer peripheral portion 
of the brin to constrict the brim upon drawing 
the ends of the band through Said opening. 

8. A hat comprising a crown and a brim, a 
stiffener attached at an intermediate portion 
thereof to the front of the outer periphery of the 
brin and extending all around the brim, said 
brim being flexible, means in the brim to receive 
the stiffener, said brim being formed with an 
opening in the rear thereof, said stiffener having 
loops at the outer ends thereof, the ends of said 
stiffener being adapted to be drawn through said 
opening and wrapped around the crown of the 
hat, and buttons on the hat spaced forwardly 
from said opening and engageable with said loops 
to retain the band in drawn condition. 

9. A hat comprising a crown, a brim compris 
ing top and bottom Superimposed layers stitched 
at their inner edges to the crown and stitched 
together at their Outer peripheries by a Seam, 
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a stiffener band within the brim and between 
the top and bottom superimposed layers, Said 
band being attached to the front of the brim at 
the outer periphery of the latter, said band ex 
tending all around the brim, said brim having 
an opening at its rear side through which the 
band may be drawn, and an elastic band Stitched 
to the outer periphery of the brim to gather the 
brim as the stiffener band is pulled through the 
opening in the brim, said stiffener having Outer 
end portions formed with openings, and a hook 
on the crown of the hat spaced from the opening 
in the brim and adapted to engage the openings 
in the stiffener so that said stiffener may be 
adjusted to various sizes to retain the brim of the 
hat in various widths. 

10. A hat comprising a crown and a flexible 
sleeve-like hollow brim attached thereto, a draw 
able stiffener Within the hollow brim and attached 
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at its intermediate portion to the Outer periphery 20 
of the brim at its front side, to retain the brim 
in expanded condition, Said brim having an open 
ing at the rear thereof through which said 

stiffener may be drawn, means to retain the 
stiffener in drawn condition, and elastic means 
attached around the outer periphery of the brim 
at the rear thereof to constrict the brim against 
the drawn stifferer when Said. Stiffener is drawn. 
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