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SCALABLE SCROLL CONTROLLER 

0001. This application is a continuation application of 
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 10/253,182, filed Sep. 23, 
2002, which is a continuation application of U.S. patent 
application Ser. No. 09/287,720, filed Apr. 7, 1999 (now 
U.S. Pat. No. 6,486,896). 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

0002 This invention is related to the field of user inter 
faces and program controls. More particularly, this invention 
is directed to a method and apparatus for allowing simulta 
neous Zooming and panning of content in a graphical user 
interface display. 

DESCRIPTION OF BACKGROUND 

0003) A portion of the disclosure of this patent document 
contains material which is subject to copyright protection. 
The copyright owner has no objection to the facsimile 
reproduction by any one of the patent disclosure, as it 
appears in the Patent and Trademark Office patent files or 
records, but otherwise reserves all copyright rights whatso 
eVe. 

0004 Many types of data have a broad range and a fine 
resolution. For example, a video clip is composed of a 
continuum of frames. The video clip can store up to a series 
of tens of thousands of frames. Thus, it has approximately 
five orders of magnitude. Similarly, a five second digital 
audio clip may require five orders of magnitude to access 
each bit sample. These types of data are often linear in the 
sense that there are starting and ending points and many 
linked “frames' or points of data between the starting and 
ending points. 

0005. In order to edit a video clip, one needs frame 
accurate control over the entire medium. In other words, a 
user must be able to readily pick out one particular desired 
frame nestled among tens of thousands of frames. It 
becomes readily apparent that tasks such as adjusting key 
frames in an video film or manipulating audio samples, can 
be quite time consuming and frustrating. What is needed is 
a method or apparatus which lets the user find and access 
one particular desired piece of data which is located among 
a broad range of data. 
0006. In the past, access to a particular point or frame of 
data was accomplished by using scroll bars. However, scroll 
bars typically can handle only two orders of magnitude. 
Consequently, a scroll bar would either need to be approxi 
mately twenty yards long in order to grant access to each 
frame of a video disk or provide a very compressed view of 
the frames in the video clip. The former user interface is 
impracticable, the latter would not be useful. 
0007 Another method used in the prior art was to imple 
ment VCR-type controls. This allows the user control over 
the entire range of data. However, these types of controls 
lack selectivity. For example, it would be difficult for a user 
to stop precisely on one particular desired frame or data 
point. The user would probably either overshoot or under 
shoot the desired frame or data point and would need to go 
back and forth searching for that particular frame or data 
point. What is needed is a method that gives the user control 
over a broad range, while giving the user random access to 
any particular piece of data within that range, especially at 
fine resolutions. 
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0008. Yet another method used in the prior art to solve 
this problem is to provide one control for magnification of 
the data and another control for Scanning at the selected 
magnification. One product utilizing this technique is 
SoundEditTM by Farallon Computing, Inc. However, this 
implementation has a drawback in that it requires two 
separate controls. A further disadvantage is that these two 
controls cannot be operated simultaneously. A user has to 
change the magnification control independently from the 
navigation control. Such a system results in wasted time and 
effort. Thus, what is needed is a method and apparatus for 
providing the user with easy and fluid interaction over 
varying magnification scales while simultaneously provid 
ing the user with the capability of scanning at that magni 
fication scale. 

SUMMARY OF THE DESCRIPTION 

0009. In view of the problems associated with providing 
a user with control over a broad range of data, particularly 
linear data, one objective of the present invention is to 
provide the user with access of data down to very fine 
resolutions in a simple, natural, and effective method by 
utilizing a cursor positioning device such as a mouse, a 
paddle, a trackball, touch tablet, joystick or other input 
device having the capability of providing control for cursor 
movement in at least a single dimension. 
0010 Another objective is to increase the speed, accu 
racy, and selectivity of accessing data over a broad range by 
providing the user with easy and fluid interaction over 
varying magnification scales, while simultaneously provid 
ing the user with the capability of Scanning the data at that 
magnification scale. 
0011. A method and device for accessing a broad data 
field having a fine resolution is described. A default scale is 
provided and is represented and controlled by a scalable 
scroll bar with a width that is proportional to the scale that 
is being represented. The scale controls the magnification at 
which the user accesses and/or examines the data. At a 
selected magnification, there is a particular range of the data 
(from one point in the data to another point in the data) that 
is provided. The present invention allows the user to modify 
the scale, which also changes the displayed range to be over 
different portions of the data field. The scale is varied by the 
user by manipulating the Scalable Scroll bar. Thus, the user 
may “Zoom in” and "Zoom out to different portions of the 
data field. In addition, by moving the range to encompass 
different portions of the data field, the user can scan that 
portion of the data field. 
0012. In one embodiment of the present invention, a 
particular piece of data within the broad data field can be 
accessed. First, the scale is selectively varied, thereby con 
trolling a range within the data field. Then, the range is 
moved to encompass a portion of the data field in which the 
piece of data resides. Next, the scale is successively 
decreased while, simultaneously, points successively closer 
to the location are kept within the range. The scale is 
decreased, which increased the magnification (i.e., increas 
ing the range's resolution). The range is moved in this 
manner until the piece of data is actually accessed. 
0013 This is accomplished by using an input device 
having at least one degree of freedom (e.g., a mouse, a 
paddle, trackball, touch tablet, joystick, etc.). For example, 
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movement can be long an X or an y-axis in a Cartesian 
coordinate system. Combined with the closing of a Switch, 
movement along the axis may control the selection of the 
scale and the range at that scale. In preferred embodiment, 
the data from the input device can be remapped to control 
the position of a cursor on a display screen in one axis of 
movement, instead of the scale and range. In other words, 
the same input device can control either the position of a 
cursor or control the scale and range, simply by remapping 
the axes of the input device. 
0014. Other objects, features, and advantages of the 
present invention will be apparent from the accompanying 
drawings and from the detailed description that follows 
below. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0.015 The present invention is illustrated by way of 
example, and not by way of limitation, in the figures of the 
accompanying drawings and in which like reference numer 
als refer to similar elements and in which: 

0016 FIG. 1 shows an example of the reduction of a full 
sized textual document as implemented by one embodiment 
of the present invention; 
0017 FIG. 2 is a block diagram of the computer system 
upon which the present invention may be implemented; 

0018 FIG.3 is a block diagram of one embodiment of the 
present invention wherein a mouse is utilized; 

0.019 FIG. 4 is a screen shot of a timeline controller 
integrating a scalable scroll controller in accordance with 
one embodiment of the present invention; 

0020 FIG. 5 are a series of screen shots of the timeline 
controller at various time scales ranging from decades to 
seconds; 

0021 FIG. 6 is a screen shot of a multimedia controller 
integrating the scalable Scroll controller in accordance with 
one embodiment of the present invention; 

0022 FIG. 7 depicts the multimedia controller where the 
scalable scroll controller has been selected by the user to 
decrease the amount of the timeline that is displayed; 

0023 FIG. 8 depicts the multimedia controller where the 
scalable scroll controller has been selected by the user to 
further decrease the amount of the timeline that is displayed; 

0024 FIG.9 depicts the multimedia controller where the 
scalable scroll controller has been selected by the user to 
move the range of the timeline that is displayed; 

0025 FIG. 10 is a flow chart of a method of operation of 
the present invention; 

0026 FIG. 11 is a block diagram of the contents of a 
memory in the computer system of FIG. 2. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

0027. A method and apparatus for providing the user with 
easy and fluid interaction over varying magnification scales, 
while simultaneously providing the user with the capability 
of Scanning at that scale is described. In the following 
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description, the present invention is implemented in refer 
ence to a Zooming timeline controller and a Zooming mul 
timedia editor/viewer. 

0028. It will be obvious, however, to one skilled in the art 
that the present invention can equally be applied to other 
implementations, as well. For example, the present inven 
tion can be used in conjunction with editing textual docu 
ments. This invention enhances the user's ability to view a 
textual document at any point in its creation history by 
enabling the user to control the historical view of a docu 
ment that may have been around for years and modified on 
a time scale of seconds. Thus, the present invention 
enhances the control of a document by showing the state of 
the document as it appeared at a selected time. On the other 
hand, the present invention can be used to graphically reduce 
a document. By using the structure implicit in the document, 
a more semantically valid Zoom can be achieved. Outlines 
can progressively collapse the most-indented items, showing 
just structure and spacing. FIG. 1 shows the reduction of a 
full sized textual document. The sequence of steps for a 
textual document as it is Zoomed out are: Squeezing out 
white space, squashing all but the first lines of each para 
graph, eliminating all but the first lines, eliminating all body 
text while leaving headings and Sub-headings, then elimi 
nating Subheads, leaving headings only. Similarly, computer 
programs may also be edited in this manner. 
0029 Referring to FIG. 2, the computer system upon 
which the preferred embodiment of the present invention 
may be implemented is shown as computer system 100. 
Computer system 100 comprises a bus or other communi 
cation means 101 for communicating information, and a 
processing means 102 coupled with bus 101 for processing 
information. 

0030 Computer system 100 further comprises a random 
access memory (RAM) or other dynamic storage device 104 
(referred to as main memory), coupled to bus 101 for storing 
information and instructions to be executed by processor 
102. For example, code or computer readable instructions is 
contained in main memory 104. Main memory 104 also may 
be used for storing temporary variables or other intermediate 
information during execution of instructions by processor 
102. 

0031 Computer system 100 also comprises a read only 
memory (ROM) and/or other static storage device 106 
coupled to bus 101 for storing static information and instruc 
tions for processor 102, and a data storage device 107 such 
as a magnetic disk or optical disk and its corresponding disk 
drive. Data storage device 107 is coupled to bus 101 for 
storing information and instructions. 
0032 Computer system 100 may further be coupled to a 
display device 121, such as a cathode ray tube (CRT) 
coupled to bus 101 for displaying information to a computer 
user. An alphanumeric input device 122, including alpha 
numeric and other keys, may also be coupled to bus 101 for 
communicating information and command selections to 
processor 102. An additional user input device is cursor 
control 123. Such as a mouse, a trackball, or cursor direction 
keys, coupled to buS 101 for communicating direction 
information and command selections to processor 102, and 
for controlling cursor movement on display 121. This input 
device typically has two degrees of freedom in two axes, a 
first axis (e.g. X) and a second axis (e.g. y), which allows the 
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device to specify any position in a plane. Another device 
which may be coupled to bus 101 is hard copy device 124 
which may be used for printing instructions, data, or other 
information on a medium Such as paper, film, or similar 
types of media. Lastly, computer system 100 may be coupled 
to a device for sound recording and/or playback 125 such an 
audio digitizer means coupled to a microphone for recording 
information. Further, the device may include a speaker 
which is coupled to a digital to analog (D/A) converter for 
playing back the digitized sounds. 
0033. In one embodiment of the present invention, a 
mouse is used. FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing this 
embodiment. A mouse 130 is a small hand-held box-like 
device which is coupled to the computer system 100 by a 
cable. A sensing mechanism 132 monitors the magnitude 
and direction of movement of mouse 130 and generates an 
output signal based thereon. This signal is sent to computer 
100 for processing. After processing, computer 100 sends a 
signal to display device 121, directing the movement of a 
cursor on the display device Screen. One or more push-down 
button(s) 131 are provided on the mouse 130. By depressing 
button(s) 131, a signal is sent to computer 100 that a desired 
location of the cursor on display device 121 has been 
selected. The combination of moving mouse 130 to point the 
cursor to an object on the display screen and pressing the 
button(s) 131, while the cursor is pointing to the object to 
select the object, is called “point and click.’ 
0034). If mouse 130 is moved while there is a depression 
on button(s) 131 when the cursor is on a graphical user 
interface device or widget, then the graphical user interface 
device will be moved. For example, the placement of the 
cursor on a graphical user interface control Such as a scroll 
bar and the depression of button(s) 131 will allow the 
movement of the scroll bar to track the movement of the 
cursor by mouse 130. 
0035) Some parameters need an approximate setting. 
Others demand a more precise value. When controlling a 
remapped approximate parameter, each unit of motion of the 
mouse can effect a change in the value of the parameter. For 
example, if the mouse has units of movements in one 
hundredth of an inch, each five unit of mouse movements 
can translate to a movement of one pixel of the cursor. For 
values that need to be controlled more precisely, one 
embodiment is to reduce the mouse's motion units by a 
certain factor. Otherwise, the mouse's movements become 
too sensitive. For example, the number of units of mouse 
movements that will cause the cursor to move one pixel can 
be increased to ten. 

0.036 When values are assigned to parameters, one 
embodiment is to make the mouse axes consistent with a 
positive or a negative change in that parameter's value. In 
other words, if a slider, Scroll bar, or other graphic widget is 
used to represent the value that the mouse is controlling, the 
mouse axes are remapped to the dominant graphic axes. For 
example, if the slider is graphically oriented vertically, 
upward motion of the mouse moves the slider knob up. Even 
if a parameter value has no graphic representation in the 
system, a standard is applied consistently. One embodiment 
of this concept is to define rightward and downward move 
ment to be “more' or increase in value, and leftward and 
upward movement to be “less' or decrease in value. 
0037. In one embodiment of the present invention, the 
mouse is used to allow a user to simultaneously adjust both 
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the control of the time scale and the control for scanning at 
the selected time scale. This is accomplished by allowing 
"click and drag of the mouse to controlling the time scale 
and the selected value at that time scale. In other words, by 
depressing the mouse button while the cursor is positioned 
over certain interface elements, the movement of the mouse 
adjusts the time scale and selected value at that time scale. 
These parameters and their control will be explained in 
greater detail below. 
0038. In another embodiment, cursor control may be 
performed through the use of a voice command recognition 
system, interfaced through use of Sound recording and 
playback device 125. Thus, the user provides controls by 
Voice to move and provide selection commands for the 
cursor. For example, the user may provide commands to 
Zoom-in on the range by saying "Zoom-in 10% to Sound 
recording and playback device 125. The user may also 
control the movement of the range that is displayed by 
saying “shift right, 5 seconds', which shifts the range that is 
displayed by 5 seconds (alternatively, the user may shift the 
displayed range by any other time factor). The control 
provided by cursor control device 123 may therefore be 
replicated by voice commands. 
0039 The present invention as applied to a timeline 
controller enables the user to browse the time domain for a 
range of time at any time scale (magnification) or choose an 
incremental time value by successive refinement. The time 
line controller Zooms on a time continuum for picking a 
date/time. This is accomplished by utilizing a mouse with a 
modified scroll bar in the manner described below. 

0040 FIG. 4 shows a timeline controller 50. Basically, 
the user controls the time scale and the range of time that is 
visible. The time scale is controlled and shown by scalable 
scroll controller 11. Scalable scroll controller 11 also gives 
the current scale of timeline 14. The selected time is shown 
both in the column of fields 12 and by the indicator 13 on 
timeline 14. 

0041 Scalable scroll controller 11 is comprised of a 
horizontal bar 15 and scale controllers 17 and 18. Scalable 
scroll controller 11 is located in a scroll area 16. By using the 
mouse or other cursor positioning means to position the 
cursor on horizontal bar 15 and clicking and holding down 
the mouse button, scalable scroll controller 11 will track the 
movement of the mouse by sliding left and right as the 
mouse is dragged left and right, respectively. Scalable scroll 
controller 11 will continue to track the horizontal mouse 
movements until the mouse button is released. All the while 
that scalable scroll controller 11 is being moved, the range 
of the history being displayed in timeline 14 is also corre 
spondingly shifted according to the horizontal movements of 
scalable scroll controller 11. 

0042 Scalable scroll controller 11 can also be controlled 
by disassociating the mouse control from the cursor and 
moving the mouse in a horizontal motion. For example, the 
disassociation may be done with a modified mouse click and 
drag, the modification signal being Supplied in one embodi 
ment by a Switch (e.g., a key) on a keyboard. Scalable scroll 
controller 11 moves correspondingly to the horizontal move 
ment of the mouse. As scalable scroll controller 11 slides left 
or right, the range of history that is displayed is shifted left 
or right, respectively. 
0043 Scalable scroll controller 11 also includes scale 
controllers 17 and 18. By placing the cursor on and click 
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dragging either one of scale controllers 17 and 18, the scale 
of timeline 14 may be changed. For example, by placing a 
cursor on scale controller 17 and click-dragging to the left, 
the scale of timeline 14 increases (i.e., the amount of time 
covered by the timeline increases), thereby decreasing the 
resolution of timeline 14. In other words, the magnification 
at which one observes the data (timeline) decreases. Con 
versely, as scale controller 17 is moved to the right, the scale 
of timeline decreases (i.e., the amount of time covered by the 
timeline decreases), thereby increasing the resolution of 
timeline 14. Click-dragging scale controller 18 to the right 
or left has the same effect of increasing or decreasing, 
respectively, the scale of timeline 14. 

0044 As the scale of timeline 14 changes, so too is the 
appearance of the timeline altered to reflect the new scale. In 
addition, the appearance of scalable scroll controller 11 also 
changes with the change of Scale of timeline 14. For 
example, if the time scale is compressed Such that the 
portion of the total history that is shown in timeline 14 is 
increased, then the width of horizontal bar 15 is increased 
proportionally. If time scale is compressed to the point 
where the total history is shown in timeline 14, then the 
width of horizontal bar 15, including scale controllers 17 and 
18, expands to fill scroll area 16. 

004.5 FIG. 5 shows screen shots 25-30 of timeline 14 at 
various scales ranging from decades to seconds. The 
selected time is shown by the column of fields 12. The 
column of fields 12 is divided into rows 19-24, correspond 
ing to convenient time fields, shown on the left-hand side, 
and the selected time units, shown on the right-hand side. 
Row 19 gives the year field (Year) and the selected year unit 
(1975). Row 20 gives the month field (Month) and the 
selected month unit (Jan). Row 21 gives the day field (Day) 
and the selected day unit (17th). Row 22 gives the hour field 
(Hour) and the selected hour unit (11 am). Row 23 gives the 
minute field (Minute) and the selected minute unit (:05). 
Row 24 gives the seconds field (Second) and the selected 
second unit (: 13). Thus, the selected time in screen shot 25 
in FIG. 5A is 13 seconds past 11:05 am of Jan. 17, 1975. 

0046. It can be seen from screen shots 25-30 that timeline 
14 looks different for different time scales, even though they 
represent the same selected time (i.e., 11:05:03 am Jan. 17. 
1975). Screen shot 25 depicts timeline 14 wherein the scale 
is in years. The selected field is depicted by shading the 
correct row 19-24 which corresponds to that particular scale. 
In screen shot 25, since the year field was selected, row 19 
which corresponds to the year field, is shaded. The selected 
year, “1975”, is shown on the right-hand side of row 19. 
Similarly, screen shot 26 depicts timeline 14 wherein the 
scale is in months. Accordingly, row 20 which corresponds 
to the month field, is shaded. Likewise, screen shots 27-30 
depict timeline 14 wherein the scale is in days, hours, 
minutes, and seconds, respectively. 

0047. It can be seen from screen shots 25-30 of FIG. 5 
that as the scale is decreased, the resolution of timeline 14 
is increased. Screen shot 25 shows the scale in years. 
Timeline 14 gives a range of approximately a decade. This 
allows the user to select a time to a resolution of years. 
Screen shot 26 shows the scale in months. Its timeline gives 
a range of approximately two years. This allows the user to 
select a time to a resolution of months instead of years. As 
the scale is decreased, the resolution increases. Screen shot 
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30 shows the scale in seconds. The range of timeline 14 for 
screen shot 30 covers a range of approximately 15 seconds. 
This allows the user to select a time to a resolution of 
seconds. Thus, this embodiment of the present invention 
allows the user to select a particular time, within seconds, 
from a range of a century. 

0048. The fields and the selected times are highlighted up 
to the current finest-resolved selected time. Finer scales and 
units are dim, in comparison. This is illustrated in FIG. 5. In 
screen shot 25, the selected scale is in years and the 
corresponding selected time unit is 1975. Thus, for that 
resolution, the “Year” field and the “1975’ time unit are 
highlighted. As the resolution increases, as in screen shot 28, 
it can be seen that the prior selected fields (i.e., “Year'. 
“Month”, and “Day’) and selected time units (“1975'., 
“Jan’, and “ 17th') remain highlighted. The current selected 
field (“Hour) and the current selected time unit (“11 am') 
are also highlighted. Yet the finer fields (“Minute' and 
“Second') and time units (“:05” and “:13’) which have yet 
to be selected by the user, remain dimmed. 

0049. As shown in FIG. 5, indicator 13 includes an icon 
and a vertical line segment. The icon for indicator 13 resides 
halfway along the top of timeline 14. The vertical line 
segment extends from the bottom of the indicator icon, 
through timeline 14, to the bottom edge of timeline 14. The 
line segment intersects timeline 14 which corresponds to the 
selected time (also displayed by the column of fields 12). As 
the scale is changed, the icon representing the indicator also 
changes to reflect the change in the scale. For example, the 
indicator icon representing the year scale, is in the shape of 
an hourglass, as shown in Screen shot 25. The icon repre 
senting indicator 13 changes to the shape of a calendar for 
time scales of months and days, as shown in Screen shots 26 
and 27, respectively. The icon representing indicator 13 
changes to the shape of a clock for time scales of hours, 
minutes and seconds, as shown in screen shots 28, 29, and 
30, respectively. Part of the clock-shaped indicator 13 cor 
responding to the seconds scale, is shaded. 

0050. Once the desired field has been selected, the user 
may then select any time unit within that field. For example, 
in screen shot 26 of FIG. 5, since the user has selected the 
month scale, the user may now select time units correspond 
ing to months of the year (e.g., Jan.-Dec.). Furthermore, 
once a desired field has been selected, the scale can, nev 
ertheless, be changed within that field. For example, in 
screen shot 25 of FIG. 5, even though the selected field is 
“Years', the user may change the scale of timeline 14 so long 
as what is displayed remains in years. Thus, timeline 14 may 
have an enlarged scale Such that a decade is shown or may 
have a reduced scale Such that only half a dozen years are 
shown. Likewise, in screen shot 27, given the same field 
("Day'), timeline 14 may have a scale encompassing 12 
days (as shown) or may have a reduced scale encompassing 
only a couple of days. 

0051. It would be apparent to those skilled in the art that 
the timeline controller can be linked to and access a data 
base. Some sample databases include musical compositions, 
films, textual documents, etc. For example, by linking the 
timeline controller to a musical composition, the user may 
easily access one particular note among thousands within the 
composition. This is accomplished by assigning each note to 
one particular incremental time unit. The user may "Zoom 
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out to locate the general area wherein the desired note 
resides. The user then “Zooms in'on the desired note by 
Successively decreasing the scale (increasing the magnitude) 
while keeping the note within the range until the desired note 
is located. Thus, the user may select a desired note by 
“Zooming in' on it in the same manner as one would "Zoom 
in on a particular date/time. In other words, pieces of data 
within a database may be sequentially linked to incremental 
time intervals of the timeline controller. As example of this 
concept is described further below, wherein the frames of a 
Video (or film) may be easily accessed. 
0.052 FIG. 6 shows an alternative embodiment of the 
present invention as applied to multimedia editing, the 
multimedia controller. Basically, the multimedia controller 
operates in the same manner as the timeline controller 
described above. Similar to the timeline controller, the user 
controls the time scale. However, in the multimedia con 
troller, the user controls the selection of a video frame or 
audio data point within that time scale, instead of a time unit. 
The scale is controlled in the same manner as described in 
the timeline controller. An individual frame within that scale 
is selected in the same manner as a particular time unit was 
selected in the timeline controller (i.e., manipulating the 
timeline or moving the indicator along the timeline). 
0053. In a window 210, a video track 200 contains a set 
of video clips 42a to 42d. In addition, a set of audio clips is 
also shown in a set of audio tracks 204. Video clips 42a to 
42d can be removed from video track 200. Additional video 
clips may be inserted into video track 200 as necessary in a 
variety of ways, as desired by the user. Similarly, audio clips 
may also be inserted and removed at all points in audio track 
204. 

0054) In FIG. 6, timeline 36 is divided into units of time 
which are further subdivided into individual frames in 
multimedia clips. Thus, the present invention enables a user 
to select one particular frame among any number of frames 
in a video clip. The selected time and frame is shown by the 
position of an indicator 38a along timeline 36. A corre 
sponding indicator 38b is also displayed on horizontal bar 15 
of scalable scroll controller 11 if horizontal bar 15 is in the 
appropriate section of Scroll area 16. In addition, there is a 
selected time display 202 that is used to display the exact 
selected time. In FIG. 6, the currently selected frame cor 
responds to 0 minutes, 34 seconds and 27 frames into the 
clip. 
0.055 The frame corresponding to the selected time/ 
frame is pulled from the multimedia clip and displayed in 
another window (not shown). As the user changes the 
selected time/frame, the corresponding frame is pulled from 
the multimedia clip and displayed. 
0056 Context frames 42 are sampled at the beginning of 
each portion of the video clip and displayed in the appro 
priate segment of video track 200. Context frames 42 are 
used to give the user a reference point as to the section of the 
video clip which is represented by that section of the 
timeline. Context frames 42 scroll in concert with timeline 
36. If the user positions the cursor over a context frame 42 
and "clicks' the mouse button, the multimedia controller 
responds in the same manner as when timeline 36 is 
“clicked. 

0057. One aspect of the multimedia controller is that it 
can be used to perform functions similar to the jog” 
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functions found on Some high-end videotape decks. To Scan 
over a video sequence, the user can Zoom in (i.e., decrease 
the scale) so that the whole scene is covered in timeline 36. 
The user accomplishes this by adjusting the scale in refer 
ence to context frames 42. Indicator 38a is then dragged 
across timeline 36 to simulate the jog control, but at an 
adjustable scale. 
0.058 As seen in FIG. 6, the size of scalable scroll 
controller 11 almost occupies all of scrollable area 16 as all 
available video and audio clips are contained in video track 
200 and audio tracks 204, respectively. The total amount of 
time shown in video track 200 and audio track 204 when 
scalable scroll controller 11 occupies all, or most, of scrol 
lable area 16 includes some blank portion that is not occu 
pied by video or audio clips, respectively. This is to allow the 
user to insert video or audio clips as desired at the end of the 
respective video or audio tracks. In addition, the total 
amount of time shown in video track 200 and audio track 
204 includes some blank portion that is not occupied by 
Video or audio clips, respectively, when scalable scroll 
controller 11 is moved to the right most position of scrollable 
area 16. 

0059 FIG. 7 illustrates where scalable scroll controller 
11 has been used to decrease the time scale that is shown in 
timeline 36. That is, the resolution of the time scale has been 
increased in window 210. The user has clicked-dragged 
scale controller 18 to the left to decrease the scale. Hori 
Zontal bar 15 is shortened accordingly to reflect that the 
width of scalable scroll controller 11 only occupies a pro 
portional amount of scrollable area 16 as timeline 36 only 
represents a portion of the total timeline. 
0060 Alternatively, the user could have also clicked 
dragged scale controller 17 to the right to decrease the scale. 
In either case, the scale controller that is not click-dragged 
remains in the Substantially the same position. In alternate 
embodiments, the scale controller that is not click-dragged 
may move the same distance in the opposite direction of the 
scale controller that is click-dragged Such that the center of 
Scalable Scroll controller 11 remains in the same position. 
0061 Inspecting video track 200, it can be seen that the 
video clip 42a is longer in window 210 as the scale of 
timeline 36 has been changed. In addition, as there is more 
space to display the video clips that are in the current scale, 
more preview information, such as the first frame of video 
clip 42b, can now be seen. In addition, there is also more 
space to display the audio clips in the current scale, as can 
be seen by examining audio track 204. 
0062). In FIG. 8, scale controller 18 has been click 
dragged to the left even further to decrease the scale of 
information that is displayed in window 210. The size of 
horizontal bar 15 and, thereby, scalable controller, scale 
controller 18 has been click-dragged to the left even further 
to decrease the scale of information that is displayed in 
window 210. The size of horizontal bar 15 and, thereby, 
Scalable Scroll controller 11, is decreased accordingly. 
0063 FIG. 9 illustrates where the user has click-dragged 
horizontal bar 15 to the right to scan the information that is 
in video track 200 and audio track 204. Thus, the range of 
the video and audio tracks that are being displayed is shifted 
to the right. 
0064. A method of the present invention will now be 
described by referring to FIG. 10. After computer system 
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100 has been initialized and all instructions and code seg 
ments have been loaded and executed such that display 121 
shows window 210, the first step 802 is to receive a user 
selection event to the computer system 100 as shown in FIG. 
2. User selection events can include events such as cursor 
movement and selection events or character entry events. 
These events are passed to an operating system software and 
handled by the operating system software. 

0065. In step 804, computer system 100 detects whether 
the user selection event is a selection event on a scale 
controller. Specifically, the computer system 100 detects 
whether the user has used a cursor control device to position 
the cursor on and selected either scale controller 17 or 18. If 
so, operation continues with step 806. Otherwise, operation 
continues with step 808. 

0.066 Under step 806, if the user has selected scale 
controller 17 or 18, then a new scale upon which the level 
of detail of the data that is displayed depends is generated 
according to the movement of scale controller 17 or 18. The 
scale is used to create a range that is used to display 
continuous portions of the data set to the user. Thus, what is 
depicted by the range is dependent on the scale selected. As 
the scale is increased, the magnification level decreases. In 
other words, the range will span a broad portion of the data 
set. However, the resolution will be low. Conversely, if the 
scale is decreased, the magnification level increases and 
Smaller portions of the data set are depicted by the range. 
However, the resolution increases. 

0067. In one embodiment, the initial scale that is used 
allows the complete set of data in the broad data set to be 
displayed in window 210. Thus, scalable scroll controller 11 
is approximately the same width as scroll area 16. This 
allows the user to see the complete set of data. In another 
embodiment, a predetermined scale is used such that only a 
predetermined portion of the data is displayed. For example, 
a scale is chosen such that only one-quarter of the broad data 
set is displayed. 

0068. Once the user has released the selection on scale 
controller 17 or 18, then operation of the scalable scroll 
controller is complete until the next time a portion of the 
scalable scroll controller is selected. 

0069. In block 808, it is determined whether the user has 
selected horizontal bar 15. Thus, it is determined if the user 
has moved the cursor to be over horizontal bar 15 and used 
the cursor control device to select horizontal bar 15. If so, 
operation continues with step 810. Otherwise, operation 
continues with block 812. 

0070). When the user has selected horizontal bar 15, the 
range of the data set that is displayed may be manipulated 
and shifted horizontally according to the movement of the 
horizontal bar 15. For example, if horizontal bar 15 is moved 
to the left, then the range of the data set that is displayed is 
shifted the left. In another embodiment, if a vertical bar is 
used, then the range is shifted vertically. As discussed above, 
when horizontal bar 15 is moved to the farthest right, a 
portion of unused area is displayed for the user to add 
additional data by an operation Such as a drag-and-drop of 
additional data. 

0071. In block 812, if the user selection event is not 
determined to be a selection on the scale controller or the 
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horizontal bar, then the user selection event is passed on to 
other event handlers in the operating system software of 
computer system 100. 
0072 FIG. 11 is a block diagram of main memory 104, 
containing functional blocks configured in accordance to 
one embodiment that is able to perform the method as 
described in FIG. 10. FIG. 11 contains a cursor control event 
handling unit 1110 communicating with an operating system 
1108. Cursor control event handling unit receives all cursor 
control events such as cursor movement commands, selec 
tion commands (e.g., click), and drag commands (e.g., 
click-and-drag). Operating system 1108 provides system 
control functions for a computer system such as computer 
system 100. Operating system 1108 also performs functions 
Such as data retrieval and display. 
0073 Main memory 104 also contains a window object 
1106 that controls the display of a window such as window 
210. Window object 1106 provides support for a scale 
calculation unit 1104 and a scalable scroll controller object 
1102. Scalable scroll bar controller object 1102 is respon 
sible for the display and control of a scalable scroll control 
ler such as scalable scroll controller 11. Scale calculation 
unit 1104 is used to calculate the appropriate Scale and range 
for displaying information in a window object based on the 
configuration of a scalable Scroll controller. 

1. A method for accessing a data field comprising: 

providing a scalable controller including a scale controller 
to modify a scale for controlling a magnification for 
accessing data within the data field; 

receiving a user event to modify scale through the scale 
controller; 

automatically adjusting the scalable controller to maintain 
a center of the scalable controller unchanged in 
response to receiving the user event; and 

adjusting the scale based on the receiving of the user event 
to modify scale through the scale controller. 

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
receiving a selection of the scale controller. 
3. The method of claim 1, wherein receiving the user 

event includes receiving a movement of a cursor control 
device along a first axis. 

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the scalable controller 
has a width, and the scale is proportional to the width of the 
scalable controller. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the scale controller 
does not change size as the scale is changed. 

6. The method of claim 1, wherein receiving the user 
event includes receiving a movement command from a voice 
command recognition unit. 

7. An article comprising a computer readable medium 
having instructions stored thereon for accessing a data field, 
which when executed, causes: 

provision of a scalable controller including a scale con 
troller to modify a scale for controlling a magnification 
for accessing data within the data field; 

reception of a user event to modify scale through the scale 
controller; 
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automatic adjustment of the Scalable controller to main 
tain a center of the scalable controller unchanged in 
response to receiving the user event; and 

adjustment of the scale based on the reception of the user 
event to modify scale through the scale controller. 

8. The article of claim 7, wherein the instructions further 
cause reception of a selection of the scale controller. 

9. The article of claim 7, wherein reception of the user 
event includes reception of a movement signal of a cursor 
control device along a first axis. 

10. The article of claim 7, wherein the scalable controller 
has a width and the computer readable medium further 
having instructions stored thereon, which when executed, 
CalSCS 

adjustment of the scale to be proportional to the width of 
the scalable controller. 

11. The article of claim 7, wherein the scale controller 
does not change size as the scale is changed. 

12. The article of claim 7, wherein reception of the user 
event includes reception of a movement command from a 
Voice command recognition unit. 

13. An apparatus for accessing a data field, the apparatus 
comprising: 

means for providing a scalable controller including a scale 
controller to modify a scale for controlling a magnifi 
cation for accessing data within the data field; 

means for receiving a user event to modify scale through 
the scale controller; 

means for automatically adjusting the Scalable controller 
to maintain a center of the scalable controller 
unchanged in response to receiving the user event; and 

means for adjusting the scale based on the user event to 
modify scale through the scale controller. 

14. The apparatus of claim 13, further comprising: 
means for receiving a selection of the scale controller. 
15. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the means for 

receiving the user event is provided by means for receiving 
a movement of a cursor control device along a first axis. 
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16. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the scalable 
controller has a width, and the scale is proportional to the 
width of the scalable controller. 

17. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the scale control 
ler does not change size as the scale is changed. 

18. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the means for 
receiving the user event is provided by means for receiving 
a movement command from a voice command recognition 
unit. 

19. An apparatus for accessing a data field, the apparatus 
comprising: 

a scalable controller including a scale-controller config 
ured to modify a scale for controlling a magnification 
for accessing data within the data field; 

a user event detection unit configured to detect a user 
event to modify scale through the scale controller; 

an automatic adjustment unit configured to automatically 
adjust the scalable controller to maintain a center of the 
Scalable controller unchanged in response to receiving 
the user event; and 

a scale adjustment unit configured to adjust the scale 
based on the user event to modify scale through the 
Scale controller. 

20. The apparatus of claim 19, wherein the user event 
detection unit is configured to receive a signal from a cursor 
control device. 

21. The apparatus of claim 19, wherein the user event 
detection unit is configured to receive a movement of a 
cursor control device along a first axis. 

22. The apparatus of claim 19, wherein the scalable 
controller has a width, and the scale is proportional to the 
width of the scalable controller. 

23. The apparatus of claim 19, wherein the user event 
detection unit is configured to receive a signal from a voice 
command recognition unit. 

24. The apparatus of claim 19, wherein the user event 
detection unit is configured to receive a movement com 
mand from a voice command recognition unit. 
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