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across the top and is in width slightly greater 
than the thickness of the matches to be de 
livered therethrough immediatelybelow this 
delivery-slot 19, and extendingbackward and 
downward from the end plate 15 of the match 
chamber or magazine B is the delivery-incline 
20, which at the rear end merges gradually 
and gently into the bottom plate of the cas 
ing, as shown at: 21. The extreme depth of 
the nnatch chamber or magazine D is slightly 
less than that of the matches to be delivered, 
and the distance from the highest point of 
the delivery-incline 20, adjacent to the end 
wall 15 of such match-reservoir to the top of 
the casing, is such that when the end row of 
matchesare forced by the press-plate 8 snugly 
up against the Wall 15, and consequently 
forced up to the apex of the delivery-incline 
20, the upper ends thereof will be forced out 
through the delivery-slot 19, as shown at: 22, 
When by takinghold of the same with the fin 
ger they can be drawn out in ones, 'twos, or 
threes, as may be desired. 

Located upon one side of the delivery-slot 
19, usually on the extremerearside, justbelow 
the top thereof, as shown in Fig. 2, is a file or 
scratch-surface 24, of any suitable material, 

I the space between the same and the upturned 
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end 17 of the top plate 18 on the other side of 
the delivery-slot 19, when suchigniting-strip 
24 is in position, while being of sufficient 
width to permit of the butt of the match being 
forced up through such delivery-slot, is nar 
rowerthan the heads of such matches, where 
by the bringing of the head into contact with 
stuch scratch-surface upon the complete with 
drawall of the match from such delivery-slot 
will be made inevitable, and the consequent 
friction will ignite the matches as they are 
withdrawn one by one from the casing. 
In order to provide sufficient space for the 

retracting-springs 5 to force the press-plate 8 
fully up against the wall 15, so as to deliver 
the last layer of matches within the casing, 
an extension of the casing beyond the wall 15 
is of course necessary, and this Iusually pro 
vide with a chamber 25, usually of the form 
shown, open at the top, which may be used 
to hold toothpicks 26 or for any other pur 
OS, 

In orderto permit of the press-plate 8 pass 
ing over the incline 20 clear to the plate 15 
When the last match is removed from the res 
ervoir, the same is made somewhat shorter 
than the casing, so that a space 26'isleftbe 
tween the lower edge of said press-plate and 
the bottom of the match magazine orcham 
ber D, and the complete withdrawall of the 
press-plate 8 from the casingin the operation 
of filling the magazine with matches through 
the space covered by the hinged cover 13 may 
be prevented by rear cross-strips 27. In 
some cases the cover 13 and retaining-strips 
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27 may be omitted if the lugs 9, located in the 
slots 3, be extended forward a short distance 
to abut the point indicated by the dottedline 
a in Fig. 2, the slots 3 being extended be 
yond the match-magazine D, as shown in said 
Fig. 3 at B, to receive the same when the last 
few matches alone are in the casing, and in 
such cases the device is filled by withdraw 
ing the plate 8 slightly from the casing and 
inserting the matches into the casing in front 
of said plate and upon the extension of the 
bottom 28. (Shown in dotted lines in Fig. 4.) 

Flaving fully described my invention, what 
I claimas new, and desire tosecure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. A match-safe comprising a casing pro 
vided with a match-chamber having a sta 
tionary wall at one end and a spring-operated 
follower or press plate at the other end, said 
casing being provided in the top thereof with 
a transverse match-slot adiacent to the sta 
tionary end wall and at the bottom thereof 
with an upwardly-inclined portion adjacent 
to the said stationary end wall, the top of said 
casing at the front of the match-slot beingalso 
inclined upwardly, substantially asshown and 
described. M 

2. A match-safe comprising a casing pro 
vided with a match-chamber having a sta 
tionary transverse end wall at one end anda 
spring-operated follower or press plate at the 
opposite end, the springs by which the fol 
lower or press plate is operated being located 
in the sides of the match-safe, the top of said 
match-safe being also provided adjacent to 
the stationary end wall with a transverse slot, 
the end of the top adjacent to the slot being 
upwardly inclined and the bottom of said 
match-safe being provided adjacent to the sta 
tionary end wall with an upwardly-inclined 
portion, substantially asshown and described. 

3. A match-safe comprisinga casinghaving 
a match-chamber having a stationary trans 
verse end wall at one end and a spring-oper 
ated follower or press plate at the opposite 
end, the springs by which the follower or 
press plate is operated being located in the 
sides of the match-safe, the top of said match 
safe being also provided adjacent to the sta 
tionary end wall with a transverse slot, the 
end of the top adjacent to the slot being up 
wardlyinclined and the bottom of said match 
safebeing provided adjacent to the stationary 
end wall with an upwardly-inclined portion, 
substantially as shown and described. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
myinvention Ihave signed my name, in pres 
ence of the subscribing witnesses, this 8th 
day of June, 1901. 

JOHN T. MATTHEWS. 
Witnesses: 

C. LADD-DAVIS, 
L. R. BAYER. 
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