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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Harvey Rrssoxn, a
citizen of the United States of America,
residing at Langdondale, in the county of
Bedford and State of Pennsylvania, have
invented new and useful Improvements in
Ink-Wells, of which the following is a speci-
fication.

The present invention relates to improve-
ments i ink wells and has particular ap-
plication to a self-feeding ink well.

In carrying out the invention, it is my
purpose to provide an ink well of this char-
acter, wherein a suitable quantity of ink
may be fed to the dip. font or chamber of
the well to permit the use of pens of vari-
ous sizes and prevent the latter from re.
ceiving too much ink.

Furthermore, I aim to provide an ink
well of this type, which will embody among
other features a reservoir and a dip font
or chamber having open communication
with the reservoir to permit the flow of ink
from the latter to the former, the level of
the ink within the dip font serving to con-
trol the flow of ink from the reservoir to
the said font.

A further object of the invention is the
provision of a self-feeding ink well which
will include a reservoir adapted to contain
a suitable quantity of ink and a dip font
or chamber in open communication with the
reservoir, the flow of ink from the reservoir
to the font being directly controlled by the
level of the ink within the latter; and
means for regulating or adjusting the height
of the ink within the font so that pens of
various sizes may be utilized without re-
ceiving an unnecessary quantity of ink.

With the above and other objects in view
which shall appear as the description pro-
gresses, the invention consists in the con-
struction, combination and arrangement of
parts hereinafter set forth in and falling
within the scope of the appended claims.

In the accompanying drawings forming a
part of this specification; Figure 1 is a de-
tail perspective view of an ink well con-
structed in accordance with the present in-
vention. Fig. 2 is a central vertical sectional
view of the same, and Fig. 8 is a horizontal
sectional view of the well.

Referring to the accompanying drawings
in detail, in which like numerals of refer-
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ence designate similar parts throughout the
several views and wherein has been illus-

trated what I now consider to be the pre-

ferred embodiment of the invention, the
ink well includes a reservoir A capable of
containing a suitable quantity of ink and, in
the present instance, is of cylindrical con-
tour. The reservoir A preferably consists
of a side wall 1 and a lower or bottom wall
2 connected with the side wall in any suit-
able manner and spaced a suitable distance
from the lower end of the side wall so as to
provide a support for the well and permit
the flow of ink to be adjusted, as will ap-
pear hereinafter. An upper wall 8 is also
provided for the reservoir and is formed
with a filling opening 4 having a closure 5
adapted to permit the filling of the reservoir
with ink.

In the device illustrated, T have shown a
dip font or chamber B arranged centrally
of the reservoir and including a circular
wall or partition 6 depending from the up-
per wall 3 of the reservoir A and formed in-
tegral therewith and arranged within the
said reservoir. The reservoir A has com-
munication with the font B through an
opening 7 formed in the partition 6 and ar-
ranged in a depression 8 formed in the
lower wall 2 of the reservoir, the depression
terminating in a flanged opening 9 designed
to receive a stopper 10. At a point dia-
metrically oppesite the opening 7 and a
suitable distance above said opening, the
wall or partition 6 of the font B is provided
with an aperture 11 in communication with
a passage 12 formed in the partition 6 and
having open communication with the inte-
rior of the reservoir A immediately adja-
cent the inner surface of the upper wall 8
of the latter so that, when the level of the
ink within the font B has fallen below the
aperture 11, air may pass through the pas-
sage 12 and into the reservoir A to permit
the ink contained therein to flow through
the opening 7 and into the font, the rising
of the ink within the font serving to close
the aperture 11, whereby the flow of ink to
the well is cut off. To adjust or regulate
the level of the ink within the font B, so
that pens of various sizes may be used with-
out retaining too great a quantity of ink,
the stopper 10 is adjusted within the open-
ing 9 whereby to vary the quantity of ink
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flowing from the opening 7 into the font.
The upper end of the font B is closed by a
movable stopper or cover 13 which may be
pivoted or otherwise secured to the upper
wall 8 of the reservoir.

To fill the well, the stopper 18 is posi-
tioned within the mouth of the font B to
close the same, and the closure 5 removed
whereby the reservoir A may be filled with
a quantity of ink, it being understood of
course that the level of the ink within the
reservoir shall be below the upper terminal
of the passage 12. In use, the closure 5 is
applied to the opening 4 and the stopper 13
removed whereby air is permitted to flow
through the passage 12 and into the reser-
voir A to cause the ink contained in the res-
ervoir to flow through the opening 7 and
into the font, the ink flowing into the font
serving to close the inlet of the passage 12
whereby the flow from the reservoir to the
font is cut off. Thus, it will be seen that
the quantity of ink within the font is just
sufficient to properly coat the pen, upon the
same being dipped into the font, thereby
eliminating too free a coating of ink being
applied to the pen.

From the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the accompanying draw-
ing, the advantages of the construction and
of the method of operation will be readily
apparent to those skilled in the art to which
the invention appertains, and while I have
described the principle of operation of the
invention, together with the device which I
now consider to be the best embodiment
thereof, I desire to have it understood that
the device shown is merely illustrative, and
that such changes may be made when de-
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sired as are within the scope of the claims
appended hereto.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim and desire to secure by Letters-Pat-
ent-is: A

1. An ink well comprising a reservoir
having an opening in the bottom wall there-
of, a dip font in communication with the
reservoir above the opening therein and
provided with an air passage arranged in
open communicaticn with the reservoir and
adapted to control the flow of ink from the
reservoir to the dip font, and a stopper
threaded into the opéning in the said reser-
voir and adapted to vary the communication
between the reservoir and the dip fonf,
whereby the flow of ink to the font may be
regulated.

9. An ink well comprising a reservoir
having an opening formed in the bottom
wall thereof, a dip font arranged approxi-
mately centrally of the reservoir and above
the opening therein and provided with an
opening establishing communication between
the reservoir and the font, said font being
further formed with an air passage in com-
munication with the reservoir and adapted
to control the flow of ink from the reservoir
to the font, and a stopper threaded into the
opening in the bottem wall of said reservoir
and adapted to vary the area of the open-
ing in the font, whereby the flow of ink from
the reservoir to the font may be regulated.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

HARVEY RISBON.

Witnesses:

GrEN SMITH,
Warson MELLATT.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. .V
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