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To all achom it may concern. - 
Be it known that we, (1) : THOMAS TRO 

MANs and (2) ERNEST L. WHITNEY, citizens 
of the United States, residing at (1) Bridge 

5 port, (2) Stratford, county of Fairfield, 
State of Connecticut, have invented a new 
and useful Game, of which the 
a specification. 
This invention relates to a game, and par 

0 ticularly to that type of game in which there 
is a receptacle with a concave inner surface 
provided with a series of pockets or re 
cesses leading there from adjacent its upper 
outer edge adapted to receive one or more 
centrifugal action. 

It is an object of the invention to provide 
an improved device in which the balls may 
roll directly over the center but in which 

20 there will be no chance of the balls becoming 
stationary on a fixed center, and also to pro 
vide an improved construction of this type 
of apparatus. - 
With the foregoing and other objects in 

view, we have devised the construction illus 
trated in the accompanying drawings, in 
which - 

Fig. 1 is a top plan view of one form of 
our invention. . . . . . . . . . . 

Fig. 2 is a transverse section through the 
same, showing the method of mounting it. 

Fig. 3 is a side elevation of a different 
form of a device. 

Fig. 4 is a top plan view of the device 
shown in Fig. 3. Fig. 5 is a transverse section through the 
S80. . . . . . . . . . - - - - . 

Fig. 6 is a transverse section through a 
portion of the outer rim of the receptacle 
shown in Figs. 1 and 2 on an enlarged 
scale, and ". . 

Fig. 7 
form of device shown in Figs, 3 to 5. 

Referring to Figs. 1. 2 and 6, 10 repre 
sents a receptacle or bowl, made of any 
suitable material such as wood, which is 
circular and has a concave inner surface 11. 
It is provided about its upper Outer rim or 
edge with a plurality of pockets or recesses 

i? 12 with the openings thereto leading from 
this innel surface. These pockets or re 
cesses are also numbered, preferably by 
plates 13 set into the inner surface of the 
receptacle. The bottom of the receptacle 

following is 

balls which may be thrown outwardly by 

is a similar sectional view of the 

l'otated. 

has a raised surface 14 which is convex, and it is arranged substantially coaxially with 
the mounting 15 for rotatably supporting 
the receptacle. The receptacle is adapted 
to hold one or more balls 16 which are of 
a size to rest in the pockets or recesses 12. 
For the purpose of retaining these balls in 
the receptacle the open top may be covered 
with suitable transparent material as glass 
or mica, but in this larger form we prefer 
to provide an inwardly extending flange 17 
upon the upper rim of the receptacle above 
the entrance to the pockets or recesses 12. 
The bowl is also preferably provided with 
an outwardly extending rin or flange 18 
which may be grasped for starting its rota 
tion, and also to facilitate carrying, and this 
lim may if preferred be somewhat concaved 
at its under side, as shown at 19. In this 
larger form of receptacle it is preferred to 
mount it to rotate in a horizontal plane upon 
a permanent mounting. For this purpose a 
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pedestal 20 is provided carrying a steeve 21 
having ball bearing raceways at its opposite 
ends, and carrying suitable balls 22 coacting 
with comes 23 on the vertical shaft or sup 
port 15 to allow the receptacle to rotate very 
freely. The pockets or recesses 12 prefer 
ably extend somewhat below the lower edge 
of the entrance to the recesses, as shown in 
Fig. 6, so as to retain the balls therein until 
the number beneath the pockets may be read 
after the receptacle has stopped rotating. 

in playing the game, the receptacle is 
rotated sufficiently rapidly to cause the balls 
to be thrown outwardly on the inner con 
caved surface by centrifugal action to bring 
them into alignment with the entrances to 
the pockets or recesses 12, their outward 
movement being limited by the flange T. 
If thrown outwardly under centrifugal ac 
tion they tend to roll around the flange 17 
and eventually become seated in some of the 
pockets {2. The raised convex surface 14 
prevents the balls, when the bowl is sta 
tionary, becoming at rest upon the axis of 
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rotation, that is, it prevents then getting 
onto the dead center. It will be apparent 
that should a ball become at rest on this 
dead center it will not be thrown outwardly 
under centrifugal action when the bowl is 
the balls always come to rest at a distance 
from the axis of rotation, as shown in Fig. 

By means of this convex surface 
5 
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2, that is in the annular recess formed at 
the junction of the concave surface 11 and 
the convex surface 14. 

In the form of device shown in Figs. 3. 
4, 5 and 7 there is provided no permanent 
pedestal for rotatably supporting the recep 
tacle 24. This construction is designed for 
a smaller device adapted to be carried in 
the pocket, but as it is to be rotated its 
outer surface 25 is convex so that the l'ecep 
tacle may be spun on a plane surface, indi 
cated at 26, as the top of a table or desk. 
The inner surface 27 is concave and circu 
lar substantially the same as the first form, 
although preferably of a somewhat greater 
curvature. It is preferable to provide this 
form with a closure for the open side, as 
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for instance a piece of glass or linica 28 
recessed into the top of the receptacle and 
secured there by suitable means, such as 
screws 29. This form is also provided with 
an outwardly extending flange 30 to facili 
tate handling and operating. The recep 
tacle is also provided with a plurality of 
pockets 31 about the upper outer rim be 
neath the cover 28 for entrance of the balls 
32. The entrances to these pockets are pref 
erably spaced somewhat beneath the cover, 
as shown. This form of the device is also 
provided in the bottom thereof, substan 
tially in alignment with its normal axis 
of rotation, with a raised convex surface 33 
corresponding to the surface 14 of the first 
form to prevent the balls coming to rest on 
the dead center or axis of rotation. The 
operation of this form is practically the 
same as that of the first foln as the bowl 
or receptacle is spun or l'otated on a point 
on its outer convex surface. 
Having thus set forth the nature of our 

invention, what we claim is: 
1. A game comprising a receptacle hav 

ing a concave interiol' surface, one or more 
balls in said receptacle, said receptacle being 
provided with a plurality of depressed 
pockets arranged about the same adjacent 
its upper edge adapted to receive the balls, 
said receptacle being also provided with a 
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convex centrally arranged hump projecting 
above the bottom thereof, and means where 
by the receptacle may be rotated. 

2. A game comprising a receptacle hav 
ing a circular upwardly flaring interior sun'- 
face, and provided in the center of the 
bottom thereof with a convex raised sur 
face, and one or more balls in said recep tacle, said receptacle being also provided 
with a plurality of depressed pockets ar 
anged around the side and entirely below 
the surface thereof and communicating with 
the receptacle at a distance from said raised 
surface, the entrance openings to said 
pockets being in said flaring interior sur 
face. 

3. A game comprising a receptacle hav 
ing a circular upwardly flaring interior sur 
face, and provided in the center of the 
bottom thereof with a convex raised surface, 
One or more balls in said receptacle, said 
receptacle being also provided with a plu 
rality of pockets arranged around the side 
and below the surface thereof and commi 
nicating with the receptacle through said 
flaling surface thereof at a distance from 
said raised surface, and means about the 
lim of the open top of the receptacle to 
retain the balls therein. 

4. A game comprising a receptacle hav 
ing a circular upwardly flaring interior sur 
face, and provided in the center of the bot 
tom thereof with a convex raised surface, 
One or more balls in said receptacle, an 
inwardly extending flange about the rim of 
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the open top of the receptacle to retain : 
the balls therein, said receptacle being also 
purovided with a plurality of pockets ar 
ranged about the sides of the same and be 
low the flaring surface thereof, and said 
receptacle being provided with means on 
which it may be rotated about a vertical 
axis. 
In testimony whereof we affix our signa 

tures. 

THOMASTROMANS. 
ERNEST L. WHITNEY. 
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