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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, CHARLES HECKERT, of 

the city and State of New York, have invented 
an Improved Compound Vase or Bouquet 
Holder; and I do hereby declare that the fol 
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description 
of the same, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawing, forming part of this 
specification. 
My invention has for its objects the supply 

of a holder for cut flowers arranged in bou 
quets, by the use of which a bouquet may be 
more quickly and artistically arranged than 
in the old method of tying flowers into bunches, 
and which also permits the ready rearrange 
ment of a boquet, or rearrangement of any part 
of the same without disturbing otherparts, and 
the substitution of new and fresh flowers for 
those which wither and fade sooner than oth 
ers, there being a wide difference in flowers in 
respect of their power to remain bright and 
fresh after cutting them from the parent stem. 
Besides those enumerated, other incidental ad 
Vantages are secured by my invention which 
are hereinafter set forth. . 
The improvements consist of a novel con 

struction and combination of parts, which will 
be fully hereinafter described. 

Figure 1 in the drawing is a side view of a 
compound Vase having a central support or 
stand, and constructed in accordance with my 
invention. Fig. 2 is a partial side view and 
a partial vertical section of the same. Figs. 3 
and 4 are sectional details, the section in Fig. 
4 being upon the line at a in Fig. 3. 
AA'A' represent the smaller vases, which, 

arranged upon the center-piece B, as herein 
after described, together make up a compound 
vase like that shown in Fig. 1. 
Each of the vases A A', and A' has an 

attached socket, C, preferably made of metal, 
and fastened to the vase by cement, or any 
other suitable means. 
Upon the bottom of each socket is formed 

the hook device for attaching the same to the 
support. Said device consists of a hook, a, 
and finger b, the finger being arranged below 
the hook, - 
The center-piece or support B has attached 

thereto grooved bosses c for the attachment of 
the vases A A' A', the grooves dextending 
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vertically over the middle of the under, front, 
and upper sides of the bosses c, and being re. 
curved downward on the rear upper parts of 
said bosses, as shown in Fig. 3. 

Said groove prevents lateral movement of 
the vases when the same are arranged on the 
support B. 
The vases A A' A' are separately attached 

to the bosses 0 by holding them in the posi 
tion shown in dotted outline in Fig. 3, lower 
ing them till their hooks pass down somewhat 
behind the rear of the bosses, thus letting the 
upper ends of the vases swing outward and 
downward till the fingers b abut against the 
under side of said bosses in the grooves d, in 
which position they are held by gravity. Said 
vases cannot be detached from said bosses ex 
cept by raising their outer. ends till they as 
sume the position shown in dotted outline in 
Fig. 3. 
The said bosses may be attached to a ver 

tical center-piece, as shown in the drawing; or 
they may be attached to a center-piece on a 
bracket, secured to a side Wall, mantel-piece, 
or article of furniture. It is preferable, but 
not essential, to form the bosses at the ends 
of short brackets extending from the center 
piece B, or the principal bracket which sup 
ports the compound vase or bouquet-holder. 
When a center-piece in the form of a stand 

or support is employed, I prefer to form a 
socket, C, Figs. 2 and 3, at the top of said 
support for the reception of the upper central 
vase A', the said vase being detachable from 
said socket, instead of being fastened to its 
socket like the vases A A' A'; but the said 
vase A may have an attached socket like the 
other vases, said socket being attachable to 
and detachable from the stand. 
The vases A A' A' are arranged in ver 

tical planes, radially in relation with the cen 
tral support, and the position for detaching or 
attaching the vases so lying in a radial ver 
tical plane and comprising the outermost vases 
cannot be assumed without removing the up. 
per central vase A' from the center-piece B. 

All the vases might be so arranged that 
they could not be detached from the bosses 0 
without removing the vase A'; but it is not 
necessary so to arrange any of the vases, ex 
cept those situated in vertical radial planes 
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between the said central vase A" and the lower 
outermost vases A, as such arrangement is 
solely for the purpose of preventing the said 
lower and outermost vases from being acci 
dentally detached by inadvertent movements, 
the inner vases A' being protected from such 
detachment by their position, as the outermost 
ones would be hit first by any inadvertent 
movement. 
The compound vase or bouquet-holder thus 

constructed possesses many advantages. 
Bouquets may be very elegantly and quick 

ly arranged therein, with or without tying the 
flowers in bunches. Fewer flowers are re 
quired, and flowers with short stems may be 
used without artificial stems. - 
When placed on a center-table the entire set 

of vases may be attached to a stand-like cen 
ter-piece, similar to that shown in Fig. 1; or, 
when desired for a mantel, one-half of the 
vases may be removed-that is, removed from 
one side of the center-piece, to permit the 
same to rest on the mantel, and to form a half 
round bouquet. The size of the holder may 

be reduced, if desired, by removing some of 
the lower vases. 
Faded flowers can be easily removed from 

the bouquet and replaced by fresh-cut flowers, 
thereby prolonging the beauty of the bouquet 
with slight expense. 
The flowers in a bouquet may be easily 

shifted in their position, to obtain the best 
contrast and harmony in form and color when 
the bouquet proves unsatisfactory to the make 
of the same. 
The whole forms an elegant and convenien v 

article for domestic use and for florists. 
I claim 
The combination, with the center-piece B, 

constructed or provided with the bosses c, hav 
ing grooves d, of the tubular receptacles, each 
provided with the hook a and finger b, all sub 
stantially as and for the purpose described. 

CEARLES HECKERT. 
Witnesses: - 

ALEX. HECKERT, 
CALEB M. HILLMAN. 


