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5 Claims. 

The instant invention relates to desks and 
more particularly to desks having a top portion 
which is adjustably tiltable and which is for 
Wardly and rearwardly adjustably slidable. 
The structure of the instant invention is of 

the general character shown in United States 
Letters. Patent No. 2,016,571, issued October 8, 
1935, on application filed December 24, 1934, by 
Glenn J. Barrett and by him assigned to my 
assignee. 
The primary objects of the present invention 

are to provide a structure of the general charac 
ter above indicated which is particularly well 
adapted for use in the school room; to provide 
Such a structure whose desktop is amply adjust 
able both forwardly and rearwardly as well as 
upWardly and downwardly; to provide such a 
Structure whose use by the school pupil is de 
Signed to economize eye strain; to provide such 
a structure having means for maintaining the 
desktop in angularly adjusted position; to pro 
vide Such a structure having means for releasing 
the desk top from locked angularly adjusted 
position; to provide Such a structure whose desk 
top Serves as a lid for the book compartment of 
the desk; and, to provide such a structure which 
is utilitarian in use and economical in manufac 
ture. 

Illustrative embodiments of the invention are 
shown in the accompanying drawings, wherein: 

Figure 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of 
a School desk showing the desktop in one of its 
angularly adjusted positions; 

Figure 2 is a side elevational view of the school 
desk showing in dotted lines the desk top in two 
of its slid and angularly adjusted positions; 

Figure 3 is an enlarged sectional view of the 
mechanism for maintaining the desk top in an 
gularly adjusted position together with means 
for locking the desk top in angularly adjusted 
position and for releasing the desktop from such 
angularly adjusted position, the section being 
on line 3-3 of Figure 4; 

Figure 4 is a Sectional View thereof on line 
4-4 of Figure 3; 

Figure 5 is a sectional view on line 5-5 of 
Figure 6; 

Figure 6 is a sectional view thereof on line 
6-6 of Figure 3; 

Figure 7 is a sectional view on line 7-7 of 
Figure 3; and 

Figure 8 is a fragmentary top plan view of the 
school desk showing the cover in upwardly 
tilted position. 

(C. 45-91) 
Referring now to these drawings in which like 

parts of the structure shown are designated by 
the same numerals in the several views, a desk 
is here shown as of the school type with a con 
Wentional Wooden or metal bottom 0, upstand 
ing opposite ends , 2, and sides 3, 4 forming 
a book compartment or box: A pair of guide 
members 5, 16, here shown as metal rods, are 
respectively secured to the opposite ends f, 2 
along their respective outside surfaces, and in 
Spaced relation thereto in any suitable manner 
as by brackets f best shown in Figure. 3. A pair 
of plates 8, 9, preferably of stamped sheet 
metal, are provided with oppositely disposed de 
pending tongues. 20. The two tongues of each 
plate. are formed to slidably embrace rods 5, 6 
respectively and an equalizing member 2 of 
considerable width is interposed between and 
Secured to the inwardly flanged portion 22 of 
each plate 8, 9 in any suitable manner as by 
Screws 23. 

Hinge members likewise of stamped sheet 
metal and each having depending segmental por 
tions 26, 27 are respectively pivotally secured to 
the plates 8, 9 and each hinge member is pro 
vided with an inwardly flanged portion 28 to 
which the desktop 29 is secured as by screws 30. 
The depending segmental portion 27 of the 

hinge member is provided with ratchet teeth 3 
and a lever 32 interposed between the plate 9 
and segmental portion 27 of the hinge member 
is pivotally secured to the plate 9 as by the 
pintle 33 and as best shown in Figure 3. This 
lever is provided with a curled projecting upper 
end extending through an opening of the cover 
members 35 and forming a detent 34 adapted to 
be normally SWung by the Spring 36 into engage 
ment with the ratchet teeth 3 for maintaining 
the desk top in angularly adjusted position as 
best shown in Figure 3 and as indicated in Fig 
ures and 2. By manually shifting the detent 
34 against the tension of the spring 36, it is re 
leased from the ratchet teeth 3f which lock the 
desk top 29 in adjusted angular position, per 
nitting the desk top to drop. 
Secured as by a rivet 38 to each plate 8, 9 on 

the outside thereof and adjacent the respective 
depending segmental portions 26, 27 of each hinge 
member is a friction disc 39 of raw hide or the 
like as best shown in Figure 4. The cover mem 
bers 35 for each plate i8, 19 forming a housing 
for the hinge mechanism are each provided with 
a portion here shown as a friction disc 4 secured 
thereto as by the rivet 38 adapted to engage the 
respective depending segmental portions 26, 27 
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0. 

lar positions by means of the ratchet and detent 
mechanism hereinbefore described and as shown. 

15 

of the hinge members, likewise as best shown in 
Figure 4. These cover members 35 are preferably 
adjustably secured to the plates 8, 9 by screws 
43 which adjustably control the tension of the 
discs 39, 4 on opposite sides of the depending 
segmental portions 26, 27 of the hinge members. 
In operation, since the desktop. 29 is hingedly 

connected to the plates 8, 9 which are slidably 
mounted upon the guide members or rods fs, 6, 
the desktop shown in full lines in Figure 2 may 
be raised and held in either of the adjusted angul 

in dotted lines in the same figure by either rais 
ing the desktop as thus indicated or by raising 
the desktop and sliding it forwardly as likewise 

20 

25 

indicated. . . . . ... 
It will thus be seen that a desktop here shown 

as of the school type has been herein illustrated 
and described whose use tends to minimize eye 
strain and whose top alone serves as a book com partment of the desk. 
While but one specific embodiment of the in 

vention has been herein shown and described, 
it will be understood that numerous details of the 
construction shown may be altered or omitted 
without departing from the spirit of this inven 
tion as defined by the following claims. 

30 I claim: - - - - - 

1. In a structure of the class described, a desk 
top support having parallel guide members dis 

3. 5 

posed adjacent opposite ends thereof, a plate 
slidably-secured to each guide member, a hinge 
member pivotally secured to each plate, and a 

i desk top secured to the hinge members, one of 
said hinge members having a segmental portion, 

40 

and spring tensioned means normally urged 
against the segmental portion for maintaining 
the desktop in angularly adjusted position. - 
.: 2. In a structure of the class described, a desk 
top support having parallel guide members dis 
posed adjacent opposite ends thereof, a plate slid 

2,051,490 
ably secured to each guide member, a hinge memi 
ber pivotally Secured to each plate, and a desk 
top secured to the hinge members, one of said 
hinge members having a segmental portion, and 
a spring tensioned lever normally urged against 5 
the segmental portion for maintaining the desk 
top in angularly adjusted position. - 

3. In a structure of the class described, a desk 
top support having parallel guide members dis 
posed adjacent Opposite ends thereof, a plate slid 
ably Secured to each guide member, a hinge mem 
ber pivotally secured to each plate, and a desk 
top secured to the hinge members, one of said 
hinge members having a segmental portion pro 
vided with ratchet teeth, and spring tensioned lis 
means secured to the plate adjacent the segmental 

10 

portion adapted to normally engage said ratchet 
teeth for maintaining the desktop in angularly 
adjusted position. w 

4. In a structure of the class described, a desk 20 
top support having parallel guide members dis 
posed adjacent opposite ends thereof, a plate slid 
ably secured to each guide member, a hinge mem 
ber pivotally secured to each plate, and a desk 
top secured to the hinge members, one of said 25 
hinge members having a segmental portion pro 
vided with ratchet teeth and spring tensioned 
means normally urged into engagement With Said 
ratchet teeth for maintaining the desk top in 
angularly adjusted position. - ... 30 

5. In a structure of the class described, a desk 
top support having parallel guide members dis 
posed adjacent opposite ends thereof, a plate 
slidably secured to each guide member, a hinge 
member pivotally secured to each plate, and a 8 
desktop secured to the hinge members, one of 
said hinge members having a segmental portion 
provided with ratchet teeth, and a spring ten 
Sioned lever normally urged into engagement With 
said ratchet teeth for maintaining the desktop 40 
in angularly adjusted position. - 
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