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This invention relates to attachments for 
drums, more particularly to those for Snare 
drums, for the purpose of muffling the drum, 
by lowering the Snares away from the lower 
head of the drum, when such is necessary or 
desirable, in order to obtain the desired ef 
fect. - 

Generally stated, the object of the inven 
tion is to provide a novel and simple attach 
ment for this purpose, having means dis 
posed conveniently in position for operation 
by one of the drum sticks, as will hereinafter more fully appear, so that the muffling ef 
fect can be easily produced by a slight mo 
tion of the drumstick to one side, to actuate 
said means and as easily discontinued, as 
will hereinafter more fully appear. 
To these and other useful ends the inven 

tion consists in matters hereinafter Set forth 
and claimed and shown in the accompanying 
drawings in which 

Figure 1 is a top view of a Snare drum 
showing the same equipped with an auxiliary 
muffling device embodying the principles of 
the invention. 

Figure 2 is an enlarged front elevation of 
said device. 
Figure 3 is a vertical section on line 3-3 

in Figure 2, or an enlarged section on line 
3-3 in Figure 1. - 

Figure 4 is a view similar to Figure 2, 
showing a different form of the invention, 
and showing the lower portion of the drum 
broken away for convenience of illustration. 

Figure 5 is a detail vertical section online 
5-5 in Figure 4. 
As thus illustrated, the drum has the up 

per and lower rims 1 and 2, and the Snares 3 
the upturned ends of which are hitched to a 
vertically movable slide at the side of the 
drum. The slide 4 slides up and down in the 
guide-piece 5, an adjusting screw 6 being 
provided for this purpose. Said screw is 
supported by the out-turned upper end por 
tion 7 of said guide-piece 5, and is threaded 
in a nut 8 carried on the slide 4, whereby the 
latter moves up and down when the screw is 
rotated. A bracket 9 is fastened to the cas 
ing of the drum by screws 10, and is pro 
vided with a vertical slot 11 in which the 
rigid pin 12 of the guide-piece 5 is movable 
up and down. A cam 13 is pivoted inside 
the bracket 9 as shown, and is provided with 
a curved cam slot 14 for engaging said pin 
12, whereby oscillatory movement of this 

cam will cause the guide-piece 5 to move up 
and down. Said cam 13 has an arm 15, and 
the device thus far described is similar to 
certain adjusting devices previously known 
and used. 

However, in order that the muffling at 
tachment may be operated without grasping 
the arm 15 as a handle, which would necessi 
tate dropping the hand to one side of the 
drum, a pivoted lever 16 is mounted on the 
bracket 17, by means of a pivot screw 18, said 
lever is preferably of a bifurcated form pro 
viding two handles 19 and 20 for the operation 
thereof, either handle being adapted to pro 
ject a little above the upper rim of the drum. 
A link 21 connects the lever 16 with the arm 
15, whereby oscillation of said lever about its 
pivot 18 will operate the cam 13 and cause 
the slide 4 to move up or down, thus con 
trolling the Snares. 3 in the desired manner. 
To do this, it will be seen that it is only 
necessary to move the hand a little to one 
side, enough to cause the drum stick to strike 
one of the handles 19 or 20, as the case 
may be, so that the adjustment is made 
easily and practically without interrupting 
the action of the drum sticks on the upper 
drum head. It will be understood that the 
cam groove 14 is so formed that the Snares 
are tightened when the arm 15 is pulled 
upward, and so that the cam mechanism thus 
provided will retain itself in this position, 
as shown in Figure 2 of the drawings. How 
ever, when the handle 20 is pushed to the 
right, the arm 15 will be forced downward, 
thus allowing the pin 12 to slide downward 
in the slot 11, and permitting the slide 4 to 
move downward and thus relax the Snares 
below the bottom head of the drum. 
In Figures 4 and 5 the construction is sim 

ilar to that previously described, but in this 
case a single hand lever 22 is pivoted at 
23 and formed at its lower end with should 
ers 24 and 25 to engage the stop 26 mounted 
on a stationary portion of the structure. 
In both constructions a spring 27 connects 
the pin 28 on said stationary portion with 
a pin 29 on said lever. In this way said 
spring will be swung past the center in either 
direction, and will hold the lever in either 
of its two positions, and will assist in raising 
or pulling the snares up against the bottom 
head of the drum. The lever 22 has an arm 
30, it will be seen, which is connected by 
the link 31 with the arm 15 previously de 
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scribed. Thus when the lever is in the posi 
tion shown in full lines in Figure 4 the Snares 
are tight, but when this lever is in the posi 
tion shown in dotted lines the Snares are re 
laxed, thus producing a muffled effect for 
the dium. 

From the foregoing it will be seen that 
ineans are provided within easy reach of 
the drum stick for controlling the shares 
of the drin. Such being the case it is not 
necessary to drop the hand at the side of the 
drum, and is practically not necessary to in 
terrupt the use of the drum sticks while 
playing the drun, as a slight lateral move 
lent of the di'ilm stick over the drum will 
pit the Snares on or off, as may be desired. 
What i claim as my invention is 
1. In a snaire dium mechanish, in which 

a stationary base on a side of the di'un cal 
lies : in is:{ciated operating cam and a slide 
attache? to an ejid of the drum snare, the 
combination of a leve: pivoted to said base 
at a joint. "emote from the pivot of said cann 
and having a free polition extending above 
said age and above a linn of the drum, and 
an operative connection between said lever 
: }ct the cam aforesaid. 

2. in a snai'e drum nechanism, in which 
a stationary base on a side of the drum car 
ities an associated operating cam and a slide 
attached to an end of the drum Snare, the 
sombination of a lever of the bifurcated type 
pivoted to said base at a point lemote from 
the pivot of said cam and having its free 
portion extending above said base and above 
a rim of the druin, and an operative connec 
tion between said level and the cam afore 
aid. 

3. In a Snare drum mechanisin, in which 
a stationary base on a side of the drum car 
lies an associated operating cam and a slide 
attached to an end of the drun snai'i, th: 
Combination of a lever pivoted to said base 
at a point remote from the pivot of Seid call 
and having a free polition extending above 
Said base and above a lim of the drum, an 
operative connection between said level and 
the cam aforesaid, and a spring attached 
at one end to said base at a point below the 
pivot of the lever and to said lever at a 
point above its pivot, so that with a move 
ment of the lever the point of attachment 
of the spring to the lever will be shifted 
across the pivot of the level to change the 
direction of the pull of the spling on the parts. 

4. In a Snare drum mechanisin, in which 
a stationary base on a side of the di'i 
carries an associated operating can and : 
slide attached to an end of the dirt in Snare, 
the combination of a lever of the hifurcated 
type pivoted to said, base at a point remote 
from the pivot of said can and having its 
free portion extending above said base and 
above a rim of the drun, an operative connec 
tion between said lever and the can a fores: (l, 
and spring attached at one end to sail base 
at a point below the pivot of the lever and 
to said lever at a point above its pivot. So 
that with a movement of the lever the point 
of attachment of the spring to the level will 
be shifted across the pivot point of the lever 
to change the direction of the pull of the 
spring on the parts. 
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