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To all, whon, it may concern: 
Beit known that we, GEORGE J. RAFFERTY 

and ALBERT F. BORDEN, citizens of the Unit 
ed States, residing at Philadelphia, in the 

5 county of Philadelphia and State of Pennsyl 
vania, have invented a new and useful Opera 
Chair, of which the following is a specifica 
tion, reference being had to the accompanying 
drawings. 
Our invention relates to chairs, and more 

particularly to that class known as “opera 
chairs; and it has for its object to provide 
a chair of this character with a folding shelf 
or receptacle for hats and other articles, of im 

15 proved construction, whereby the chair and 
the shelf may be readily folded to allow in 

- greSS and egress. 
With these ends in view the invention con 

sists in the improved construction and com 
2O binations of parts hereinafter fully described, 

and pointed out in the claims. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 

view of a chair constructed in accordance 
with our invention. Fig. 2 is a front eleva 

25 tion showing the chair folded. Fig. 3 is a 
cross-section, and Fig. 4 is a side elevation. 

In the accompanying drawings, in which 
like letters refer to corresponding parts in the 
several figures, A represents the back or body 

3o portion of the chair, which may be of any 
preferred or suitable construction. 
B represents outwardly-projecting ears or 

lugs, which are provided with perforations or 
openings a, said lugs being formed upon the 

35 front edges or faces of the sides of the back or 
body portion A, near the vertical center of 
the same. . 
C represents the seat, which is provided on 

its rear sides with metal plates b, provided 
4o with perforations or openings b at their ends 

for the passage of bolts b, by means of which 
the seat is pivoted to the lugs B of the back or 
body portion A. - 
D represents downwardly-projecting ears 

45 or lugs, which are secured to the under side 
of the seat C, at or near the-corners of the 
same. In each of these lugs D is pivoted a 
metal plate, E, which is pivoted at its lower 

O 

to the under side of a folding shelf, G, the 
plates F being bent downwardly to form a 
flanged portion, c. To the rear upper side of 
the folding shelf Gishinged a strip, H, which 
is provided at its ends with pivoted plates I, 
which are pivoted at their forward ends to 
the plates D. By the employment of this 
strip H hats or other articles placed upon the 
folding shelf are prevented from sliding too 
far to the rear of said shelf, thus obviating the 
annoyance and inconvenience of reaching to 
the rear end of the said shelf for the article 
placed thereon. 
In folding the chair, in order to allow in 

creased space for the passage of persons, the 
I seat is raised and pushed back, resting against 
the back or body portion A, and as all the 
parts are pivotally connected the folding 
shelf will by its own weight drop or fold 
against the under side of the seat, the back 
strip folding and resting below the lower end 
thereof. When the seat is to be lowered for 
use, the seat is drawn outwardly from the 
back A, and will by its own weight drop 
into place, the folding shelf being lowered by 
the same movement, its rear end bearing 75 
against the back A, which forces it into the 
position shown in Fig. 1. 

It will be apparent from the above descrip 
tion that a chair constructed in accordance 
with our invention is simple and easily op 
erated. It will also be seen that by the use 

SO 

of the folding shelf a ready and convenient 
receptacle is afforded for the disposition of 
hats and other articles while the same are not 
in use. 

Having fully described our invention, what 
we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is- . . 

1. In an opera-chair, the combination, with 
a pivoted seat, of a folding shelf pivotally 
connected to the under side thereof by means 
of metal plates, and a back or strip located 
between said shelf and seat, and pivotally 
connected to the forward plates of the seat, 
substantially as set forth. 95 

2. In an opera-chair, the combination, with 
a pivoted seat provided upon its under side 

85 

ends to a strip or plate, F, which is secured with depending lugs, of a shelflocated beneath . 
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said seat, and having a strip of metal secured 
to its sides, plates connecting said shelf and 
seat, and a back portion or strip located be 
tween said shelf and seat, and pivoted to the 

our own we have hereto affixed our signatures 
in presence of two witnesses. 

GEORGE J. RAFFERTY. 
ALBERT F. BORDEN. 

5 forward plates connecting the seat and shelf, Witnesses: 
substantially as set forth. B. F. TELLER, 
In testimony that we claim the foregoing as JAMES R. P. WALKER. 


