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Be it knoWn that I, BBNJAMIN B. THOMAS, 

a, citizen of the United States, residing at Mid 
dleton, in the county of Hardemam and State 
of TemneSSee, haWe in wented certaim new and 
useful ImprOwements in Enwelops; and I do. 
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear', 
and exact description of the invention, Such 
as Will enable OtherS Skilled in the art tO Which 
it appertainS to make and use the Same. 
The object of my in wention is the produc? 

tion of an enwelop which can be manufactured 
at comparatively little cost and Which Will be 
so constructed as to prewent the Surreptitious 
examination of the contentS Without tearing 
or otherWise mutilating the enWelop. 
To accomplish this object, my imWention 

@0nsists in pr0Widing a rOW 0f Stitches around 
the four edges of the enwelop, hawing the ap 
pearance of a continuous lock-Stitch paSSing 
entirely through both Sides, but aS a matter 
of fact, lea.wing ome Side open for the recep 
{ion of the contentS, and Which may be C0m 
cealed and obscured by itS Similarity in ap 
pearance with that of the other sides of the emwelop. 

Referring to the draWingS, H'igure 1 is a, 
perspective wieW of my enwelop. H'ig.2 is a 
sectional wiew taken on the line 2 2 of H'ig. 1 
and showing the Seal edge held Slightly Open. 
Fig. 8 is a wiew Similar to Fig. 2 On the line 
3 8 of Fig. 1. Fig. 4 representS a rear eleWa 
tion, partly broken aWay, of a modified form 
of my improwed enwelop; and Fig. 5 repre 
sents a similar wieW of another' form of my 
said improwed enWelop. 

Referring to the mumerals on the draWingS, 
1 and 2 imdicate tWo rectangular pieceS Of 
paper or other material Superimposed, and 8 
indicates a rOW of stitches parallel to each 
edge and passing entirely through both layer'S 
of the enwelop along three of itS edgeS. Along 
the fourth edge, which I shall denominate the 
** seal?? edge 5 of the enwelop, the StitcheS in 
stead of passing through both layerS 1 and 2 
pass only through One of Said layerS, tWO Sep 
arate rows of blind Stitches being of COurSe 
required to accomplish this reSult. The layer 
2 is prowided along the Seal edge With a flap 
4, Which is gummed and is designed to be 
turned in, as clearly shOWm in B'ig. 8, and tO 

| Which the Seal edge of the other layer is de 
Signed to be glued. The appearance of all 
four edges of the en welop When Sealed is pre 
CiSely the Same, there being in each instance 
the tWO edgeS Of the layers and the adjacent; 
rOW of Stitches, SO Similar in appearance that 
an expert Will be unable to determine the Seal 
edge from any other .. and Will necessarily 
lea.We Some ewidence of his depredation in the 
temtS Of the latte1'. 

I do not desire to limit, myself to the details 
of COnStruction herein shoWn and described, 
but reserve to myself the right to change and 
modify or wary them at Will Within the scope 
of my in wention. 
In the modified form of my in wention shown 

in H'ig. 4. I haWe pr0wided an ordinary form 
of enwelop with Stitches fastening three sides 
Of the Same to Secure the layers together and 
blind StitCheS mOunted im the frOInt, and the 
Sealing-flap. This form also includes Stitches 
along the loWer’ GloSing-flap and through the 
Same and the loWer edges of the end closing 
flap. In the forms shown in Fig. 5 the 
Stitches along the edgeS of the loWer closing 
flap and the Side Closing-flaps are omitted. 
It. Will be seen that in either of the construc 
tions disclosed by FigS. 4 and 5 the Sealing 
flap is Secured dOWn by gum ' or glue in the 
usual mannel', but still haS the appearance 
of being seWed down in position. In order' 
to open this form of emwelop, it is necessary 
to tear along the line of tlhe blind stitches in 
the Sealing-flap. 
Hawing thus described the invention, What 

is Glaimed as meW is-- ~ ~ 

| l. In an enWelop, the combination. With a 
pair of correspondingly - shaped layers, of 
Stitches uniting Said layerS upon three SideS, 
blind stitches along the fourth edge of each 
of the layers, and meanS for Sealing the edges 
along which the blind stitches are located, 
Substantially aS described. 

2. In an emwelop, the combinatiom With tWO 
correspondingly - Shaped layers, a rOW of 
stitches Securing the edgeS of three sides of 
the layers, a r0W of blind stitches along the 
fourth edge of the layers and a gummed Seal 
ing-flap) for closing the edges along Which the 
blind stitCheS extend. 
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8. In an enwelop, the combination with a | gether to close the fourth sido Of the emwelop TO 
pair of correspondingly - Shaped layer's, of || Without their presence being dctected. 
StitcheS uniting Said layerS along three Sides, Im testimony whereof I have signed this 
blind stitches along the fourth edge of each || Specification in the presence Of tWO SubSC1rib 

5 Of Said layers, and a guimmed Sealing-flap || img witneSSes. 
connected to each edge along which the blind IBEN.JAM[IN' ]|3. TII()|MAS. 
Stitches @xtend and projecting d0WInWard into ||• WWitnesSes: 
the enwelop; the construction being Such that W. Y. WEBB, 
the Said gumme(l flaps may be brought to- IR, l}. M[CCOMM()N. 

  


