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To all whom it maoy concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY A. BENNETT, of
Aurora, in the county of Kane, and in the
State of Illinois, have invented certain new
and useful Improvementsin Fasteners for the

Meeting-Rails of Sashes; and I do hereby de- -

clare that the following is a full, elear, and
exact description thereof, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my sash-
fastener; Fig. 2, a verticalsection of the same,
showing the parts when in an unlocked or
open position; Fig. 8, a like view with the
parts in their locking position, and Fig. 4 a
perspective view of the latch and operating-
lever separated from each other,

Letters of like name and kind refer tolike
parts in each of the figures.

The object of my invention is the provision
of a fastener for the meeting-rails of sashes
of simple construction,cheap production,easy
operation, and yet most efficient as a lock;
and to these ends said invention consists in
the sash-fastener having the construetion and
combination of parts substantially as here-
inafter specified. )

In the carrying of my invention into prac-
tice in its preferred embodiment I employ a
frame or support for the movable parts of the
fastener,which consists of a base-plate A, hav-
ing holes on opposite sides for the passage of

_fastening-screws, and two parallel vertical
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or upright Iugs or plates A’and A’. Pivoted
between said-plates or lugs are the latch B
anditsoperating leveror handle C, the former
being pivoted upon a horizontal pin @, that is
supported by said plates, and the latter upon
a horizontal pin ¢/, which is likewise sup-
ported. The latch hassubstantially the form
of a disk, with a hook extension b to codper-
ate with the horizontal cross-bar d of a keeper
D, that consists of a base-plate, from which
rise two separated parallel Jugs that at their
apper ends are connected by said cross-bar.

The operating lever or handle C has the
form of a bell-crank, and one arm, ¢, is shaped
for convenient grasp of the fingers, while the
other, ¢, is provided with a stud or pin ¢?, that
engages a cam-slot I’ in the disk part of the

latch B. The shape and position of the slot
are such that an npward movement of the arm
¢ of the lever throws the latch into engage-
ment with the keeper,whilea downward move-
ment moves said latch out of engagement,
and the angle at which the hook & stands is
such as to cause it, when moved into engage-
ment with the keeper, to draw the sash-rails
together.

To prevent the possibility of the fastener
being opened when locked by inserting a

knife-blade or other thin object between the

sash-rails and applying pressure thereby to
the lateh, the construction and arrangement
of parts are such that when the handle C has
moved the latch into engagement with the
Ikeeper D the pin-carrying arm ¢’ of said han-
dle is in such position that a line drawn from
the pin ¢® through the pivot of the handle C
is at a right angle, or substantially so, to the
portion of the slot that engages said pin ¢
The latch is thus effectively held from move-
ment except by means of the handle C. A
further element of safety in this respect is
due to the pivoting of the latch upon a hori-
zontal pivot, as the lateh is obviously more
difficult of movement in the manner above
noted than if it were pivoted on a vertical
pivot.

To enable the latch and handle to closely
fill the space between the vertical plates A’
and A’, the portions of the latech and handle
that overlap are cut away, as shown, so that
jointly they just fill the space befween the
plates.

My device is simple, can be cheaply manu-
factured, and is a most efficient lock,

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is—

In a fastener for the meeting-rails of sashes,
the combination of a base-plate having two,
parallel, upright lugs, a latch and lever, piv-
oted on horizontal pivots between said lugs,
with portions cut away where they overlap,
2 pin-and-slot connection between the latch
and lever, whereby an upward movement of
the lever moves the latch into locking posi-
tion, and a downward movement thereof
moves the latch into an unlocking position,
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and a keeper having a cross-bar for engage-
ment by the hook of the latch, the portion of
the latch-slot that engages the pin when the
keeper is engaged being at a right angle to a
line passing through said pin and the pivob
of the lever, substantially as and for the pur-
pose specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this 29th day of
January, A. D. 1895.

HENRY A. BENNETT.

Witnesses:

BERNEY OLEIAJEN,
 WriLniaM-J. TYERS.




