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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, OTTO E. EN ELL, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Buffalo, in the county of Erie and State of 
New York, have invented a certain new, and 
useful Improvement in Can-Cover Loosen 
ers, of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

devices for loosening and facilitating the 
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removal of the covers of cans, boxes and other receptacles, and it consists primarily 
in interposing a thin metal sheet between the 
can body and cover and providing an ex 
terior knob member or handle by which the 
thin sheet may be moved in its interposed 
position around the can body to loosen the 
cover from said body. The principal objects of the invention are 
to provide a device of this character which 
is separate from the can and is placed in op 
erative position by fitting it between the can 
body and cover, which is detachable and 
may be quickly removed from or placed in 
position, which is held in place without 
riveting or otherwise fastening it to the can 
body or cover, and may be employed with 
an ordinary can or box without altering or 
in any way changing the can or box, and 
which in operative position may be turned 
to loosen the cover from the body completely 
around the circumference thereof. 
This invention also relates to certain de 

tails of construction which will be herein 
after described and claimed, reference being 
had to the accompanying drawings in which 
an adaptation of the invention is illustrated. 

Figure 1. is a side view of a can or box 
equipped with the improved loosening de 
vice. Fig. 2, is a top plan view of a can 40 equipped with the improved loosening de 
vice. Fig. 3. is an enlarge fragmentary 
vertical section online a-a Fig. 2. Fig. 4. 

45. 

50 

is an enlarged fragmentary section on line 
b-b Fig. 1, through the portion of the de 
yice interposed between the cover and can 
body to illustrate the manner in which the 
interposed portion is curved to the curvature 
of the body side and the edges sharpened, 
also showing fragments of the body and 
cover between which it is interposed. Fig. 5, 
is a detached top plan view of the can loosen 
ing device. Fig. 6. is an enlarged edge view 
of the loosening device. Fig. 7... is a detached 
bottom view of the can loosening device. 
Fig. 8, is an enlarged vertical section 

through another form of can or box having - 
an insert cover. - 
In referring to the drawings in detail, like 

numerals designate like parts. 
In Figs. 1 and 2, a can or box of conven 

tional type for holding shoe blackening or 
other material is illustrated, and in Fig. 8, 
a different form of receptacle is illustrated. 
It should, however, be understood that the 
shape, form or mechanical structure of the 
can, box or other receptacle is immaterial as 
this invention relates purely to the device 
for loosening the cover from the body can, 
box or other receptacle, and that the loosen 
ing device may be altered, changed or modi 
fied in shape, arrangement or structure 
within the spirit and scope of the following 
claims to enable its utilization with various 
types of receptacles. - 
The can or box shown in Figs. 1 and 2, 

consists of a body having a bottom 1, and a 
circular flange or side 2, and a cover having 
a top 3, and a circular flange 4, which is 
adapted to be fitted tightly around the 
flange or side 2, of the body. 
A preferred adaptation of the loosening 

device is shown in the accompanying draw 
ings which is preferably formed from a suit 
able blank of sheet metal and embodies an 
upper member and a lower member; said 
members being bent so as to fit loosely on op posite sides of the cover and a projecting 
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knob or handle, which joins the outer ends 
of the upper and lower members together, 
and also serves as an operating element. 
The upper member is of an angular form 

: having a vertical portion 5, which extends 
up on the exterior of the side of the flange 
4, and a horizontal portion 6, which extends 
inwardly, over the top surface of the top 3, 
of the cover when the device is in position. 
If a grooyed cover is employed, the inner 

end of the horizontal portion 6, of the up 
per member may be bent downward, as in 
dicated by the numeral 7 in Figs. 1 and 2, 
to extend into the groove 8. 
The lower member consists of a compara 

tively wide horizontal inner portion 9 which 
has an outer edge 10 curved substantially to 
the interior curvature of the circular flange 
or side of the body, and an outer straight 
edge 11, which is ??? stiffened by bending the marginal portion upon itself as 
in Fig. 2, and a vertical portion 12, which 
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is about equal in width to the upper member. 10 
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The vertical portion 12, is shaped in cross an outer horizontal portion 27, which ex 
sectional contour to conform to the curve 
of the flange or side 2, and has its side 
edges sharpened to form feather edges 13, 
as shown in Fig. 4. The object of this is not 
only to provide a sharp edge for easily cut 
ting through any paper label, paint, enamel 
or other material that may be on the can or 
box, and which would otherwise interfere 
with the easy removal of the cover, but also 
to provide an air tight closure when the 
cover is in place and thus prevent the evap 
oration of moisture and the consequent dry 
ing out of the contents of the box. 

It will be easily seen that owing to the 
peculiar curved and sharpened form of the 
vertical portion 12, that its inner surface 
will fit perfectly against the curved outer 
surface of the flange or side 2, and its outer 
surface will fit perfectly against the inner 
surface of the flange 4, thus securing an ab 
solutely air tight joint at the point where 
the loosening device is interposed between 
the cover and can body, see Fig. 4. 

25 The vertical portion 12, is joined at its 
upper end to the horizontal portion 9, by 
an integral bend 14. 
The two members are connected together 

by a knob like member which is preferably 
formed integral with the members and con 
sists, of a body 15 of tubular form and end 
closures for said body which are constructed 
by bending ears 16, to close the openings in 
the ends. . 
The ears are formed integral with the 

body 15, being projections from the sides 
thereof, and a separate stiffening, strength 
ening and filling piece of metal 17, is fitted 
within the tubular body and held therein by 
the bent ears 16. 
The parts may, if it is thought desirable, 

be soldered or otherwise secured at appro 
priate places to secure rigidity of structure. 
The knob is joined to the vertical portions 

of the upper and lower members by short ap 
proximately horizontal portions 18 and 19. 
In Fig. 7, a can or receptacle having an 

insert cover is shown which consists of a 
body 20, having an angular horizontally ex 
tending top flange 21 and a cover having a 
top 22, and an upwardly extending flange 
23, provided with a top enlargement 24. 
In this form the cover is inserted in the 
opening in the flange 21, with the flafge 23, 
fitting within the circular inner edge of the 
flange and the enlargement 24, resting upon 
the top surface of the flange 21, to limit the 
entrance of the cover. The loosening de 
vice suitable for this form of can or recep 
tacle is bent Somewhat differently to con 
form to the shape of the receptacle and cover 
and consists of a lower member having an 
inner horizontal portion 25, a vertical por 
tion 26, which extends upward from the 
outer edge of the horizontal portion 25, and 

tends outwardly from the upper end of the 
vertical portion 26; and an upper member 
which has a curved inner portion 2S, adapted 
to fit over the outer surface of the enlarge 
ment 24, and a horizontal outer portion 29; 
and an outer knob like operating member 
30, which is joined to the upper and lower 
members by short portions 31 and 32. 
Hn equipping a can, box Or other recep 

tacle with this improved loosener, it is first 
slipped into place on the cover and the cover 
is then fitted on the can or box body. 
When it is desired to remove the cover, 

the loosening device is turned or moved in 
its interposed position around the can body 
by pressure of the operator's fingers on the 
knob, and the cover is then easily removed 
either by lifting on the knob to separate the 
cover from the can body or by lifting the 
cover directly from the body with the fin 
gerS. 
The principal advantages of this device 

reside in its simplicity of construction and 
its cheapness, in the fact that it is not fas 
tened to the can at all, and is simply held 
in place by having one member interposed 
between the body and cover, and another 
member fitted on the cover, that it does 
not prevent an air tight joint, and that it 
may be slid between the cover and body and 
thus serves to completely loosen the cover 
from the body to permit its easy removal. 
I claim. • 

1. The combination with a receptacle and 
a flanged cover for said receptacle of a 
loosening device for said cover consisting 
of an upper member and a lower member, 
said members having lower and outer ends, 
and a projecting knob-like member con 
nected to and extending from the lower and 
outer ends of said upper and lower mem 
bers; said upper and lower members being 
of angular form and extending approxi 
mately parallel with each other and being 
slightly separated to permit the interfitting 
of the lower member between the cover 
flange and the receptacle side and the fit 
ting of the upper member against the outer 
surface of the cover flange and top. 

2. The combination with a receptacle and 
a flanged cover for said receptacle, of a 
cover loosening device consisting of an 
angular upper member having a vertical 
portion adapted to fit against the exterior 
of the flange of the cover and a horizontal 
portion extending from the upper end of 
the body of the cover, an angular lower 
member having an upper horizontal por 
tion adapted to fit under the cover and a 
lower vertical portion extending down 
wardly from the upper horizontal portion 
and adapted to be interposed between the 
cover and receptacle, said upper and lower 
members having lower and outer ends and 
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an outwardly projecting operating member 
connected to the lower and outer ends of 
the vertical portions of both the upper and 
lower members. 

3. The combination with a receptacle and 
a flanged cover for said receptacle, of a 
loosening device having angular members 

10 

extending approximately parallel and 
adapted to be detachably slipped on op 
posed sides of the flanged cover with the 
upper member extending on the exterior 
of the cover and the lower member fitting 
between the cover and receptacle, said upper 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
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and lower members having outer and lower 
projecting ends which when the loosening 
device is properly fitted in place extend in 15 
substantially the same horizontal plane as 
the lower edge of the flanged cover and a 
projecting operating member attached to 
the outer and lower ends of the angular 
members. 

OTTO E. ENELL. 
Witnesses: 

L. M. SANGSTER, 
GEORGE A. NEUBAUER. 

Washington, D. C.’ 
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