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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM RAMSEY JA-
COBS, a cibizen of the United States, and a resi-
dent of Sulphur Springs, in the county of
Hopkinsand State of Texas,have invented cer-
tain new and useful Tmprovements in Fasten-
ings for Top-Prop Connections; and I do de-
clare the following to bea full, clear, and exact
description of the invention, such as will en-
able others skilled in the art to which it apper-
tains to make and use the same, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, and to let-
ters or figures of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.

Figure 1 of the drawings is a representation
of this invention as applied to a vehicle-top, a
vertical section of the latter being shown.
Fig. 2 is a vertical section taken crosswise of
the bolt. Fig. 8 is a vertical section taken
where the broken line # « is marked on Fig.
2. Fig. 4 is a back view,

The invention relates to improvements in
prop-joints for vehicles; and it consists in the
construction and novel combination of parts
hereinafter deseribed, illustrated in the draw-
ings, and pointed out in the claims hereto ap-
peunded.

Referring to the drawings by letter, A. des-
ignates the bow of a vehicle top, and B the
prop secured to the rear edges thereof.

Heretofore the prop-stem has been secured
to the side of the bow; but in the present in-
vention it is secured to the rear edge, so asnot
to weaken the bow in any manner. The prop
has the usnal bolt, C, passing through the east-
ingorsleeve D, which bolt has the head E, that
rests on one side of the casting, and the nut I,
screwing on its other tapped end.

J is athimble which serewson the bolt Cand
rests against one end of the casting or sleeve
D. The said casting has ab its ends the cir-

cumferential flanges G H, whieh flanges rest
against the opposite sides of the bow, the
sleeveitself resting against the edge of the bow.

(No model.)

IT are projections or extension-plates run-
ning upward and downward from the sleevein
the rear edge of the bow, and provided each
with a countersunk opening. Through the
said openings screws are passed to secure the
prop in place on the edge of the baw,

Some of the advantages of the invention are
as follows: By securing the prop to the edge of
the bow instead of the side, where it is usnally
secured, the bow is not penetrated and weak-
ened, but is rather strengthened by the flanges
of the sleeve which fit against its opposite
sides.- The device is of simple construction
and more easily attached than any of the forms
in general use. Theprop is less liable to twist
or bend, as it is strongly supported at its base,
which rests on the edge of the bow. The bow
is prevented from splitting, as it is not perfo-
rated from side to side, and no serews or pins
are driven throogh it.

Having described my invention, I claim—

1. In a prop-joint for vehicles, the combina-
tion, with the bow, of the prop-casting having
circumferential flanges secured to the edge of
the bow, substantially as specified.

2. In aprop-joint for vehicles, the combina-
tion of the bow, the prop-casting having the
circumferential flanges lying againss the oppo-
site sides of the bow, and the opposite exten-
sion-plateslyingagainst and secured by serews
to the rear edges of the bow, substantially as
specified. ‘

3. In a prop-joint for vehicles, the combina-
tion of the bow A, the casting D, provided with
the flanges G and extension-plates I, the bolt
C, having the head B, the'nut F, and the thim-
ble f, all constructed and arranged substan-
tially as and for the purpose specified,

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two wituesses.

WILLIAM RAMSEY JACOBS.

‘Witnesses:

C. P. WALLING,
C. M. HousTON.
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