
(No Model.) L. S. RIGGS. 
CAR COUPLING, 

No. 471,023, Patented Mar. 15, 1892. 

22 N. RRec R 

a- WITNESSES: A (NVENTOR. . 
6.42 2&ézzczé. 7 Z2écs S. Zéays. 

ATTORNEYS 

  

  

  

  

  



UNITED STATES 
LEWIS S. RIGGS, OF SELMA, ALABAMA, ASSIGNOR OF TWO-THIRDS TO ALLEN 

PATENT OFFICE. 

P. HOWISON AND JOHN G. MURRAY, OF SAME PLACE. 

CARs COUPLN G. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 471,028, dated March 15, 1892. 
Application filed November 20, 1891, Serial No,412,494. (No model.) 

To all whon, it inctly concern: 
Beitknown that I, LEWISS.RIGGS, of Selma, 

in the county of Dallas and State of Alabama, 
have invented a new and useful Improvement 
in Car-Couplings, of which the following is a 
specification. 
My invention is an improvement in car 

couplings, seeking to provide means which 
may, when the conventional draw - head is 
broken or disabled in any way, be quickly sub 
stituted therefor and efficiently serve in tem 
porarily coupling cars; and the invention con 
sists in certain novel constructions and com 
binations of parts, as will be hereinafter de 
Scribed, and pointed out in the claim. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan view 
showing the usual draw-head broken. Fig. 2 
is a similar view showing the improved jaw 
bolt applied, and Fig. 3 is a detail view of the 
jaw-bolt. 

It is the common practice at present when 
a draw-head is broken or the coupling is oth 
erwise disabled to tie the adjacent cars to 
gether temporarily with long chains. This is 
objectionable for the reasons that it is difficult 
to properly apply the chain, there is danger 
of its pulling out the portions of the car to 
which it is connected, and the cars are likely 
to be damaged by the hammering of the cars 
together, because of the excess of slack. My 
invention seekstoprovide a simple, cheap, and 
light construction which can be quickly sub 
stituted for the usual draw - head, and com 
prises a jaw-bolt A, having a shank B, adapted 
to be inserted through the openings C in the 
frame-plates DD’ and through the spring E, 
secured at its rear end by the pin and washer, 

as shown, and provided at its front end with 
jaws F F, having an intermediate slot or 
space f to receive a link of the connecting- 4o 
chain G, and the said jaws are perforated at 
H for the pin h, which secures the chain be tween the jaws. This jaw-bolt being light 
and inexpensive can be conveniently carried 
in the caboose, and in case the draw-head of 45 
any car becomes disabled the jaw-bolt can be 
quickly substituted and will efficiently serve 
its purpose. It will also be seen that if two 
meeting draw-heads become disabled a jaw 
bolt can be substituted for each and the cars 5o 
be again coupled as desired. 
In Fig. 1 I show a draw-head disabled by 

being broken out. In Fig. 2 the jaw-bolt is 
shown applied in position for use. 

It will be seen that the improvement is sim- 55 
ple, inexpensive, and can be quickly applied 
for use. 
The pin h may be provided with a washer 

h' and a fastening-key h, as shown in Fig. 3. 
Having thus described my invention, what I 6o 

claim as new is 
In a car-coupling, the combination of the 

draw-head sills, the frame-plates D D, hav 
ing openings C and the spring E, and the jaw 
bolt having its shank inserted through the 65 
openings Cin the plates DD’ and spring Eand 
provided at its front end with jaws FF, sepa 
rated by an intermediate space f and pro 
vided with perforations II, all substantially 
as and for the purposes set forth. 

LEWIS S. RIGGS. 
Witnesses: 

P. B. TURPIN, 
JOHN G. MURRAY. 

  


