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The present invention relates to couches of the 
type Comprising two sections of which one sec 
tion may be stored under the other, be with 
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drawn to produce a wide bed, or be entirely dis 
COEllected and Separated from the other Section; 
and has for its object, to produce a simplified con 
struction which will provide a couch, a double 
bed, or single beds, all bed high, Without requir 
ing ally raising or collapsing of either Section 
Ol' any other cushions or mattresses than a single 
Seat cushion and a single back cushion. 
In carrying out our invention, We so construct 

the fraineWork of the two sections that the Seat 
Section is Open. On the rear Side throughout its 
entire length and for a height reaching from the 
floor to approximately the plane of the under 
side of the seat cushion. The second section 
comprises a rigid framework as high as the height 
of the Opening in the rear side of the seat sec 
tion Will permit in a structure which must enter 
the chamber in the seat Section through such 
Opening and be housed Within the same. The 
parts are. So proportioned that when the two sec 
tions are housed one within the other, that is, 

25. When the couch is closed, there remains behind 
the Seat cushion a ledge or shelf on which a back 
Cushion may be placed on edge. This back 
Cushion is of Such thickness that when the couch 
is opened by pulling for Ward the seat section to 
eXpose the normally housed section, the back 
Cushion, When laid upon the latter section, serves 
as a mattreSS, the top of which is substantially 
level with the top of the seat cushion. Thus, 
the Seat cushion Serves as the mattress for one 

5 section, and the back cushion as a mattress for 
the other Section. Since the seat section may 
initially be bed high, and since nothing is re 
moved from above the seat cushion in making up 
a double bed or a pair of twin beds, the seat 
Section remains bed high at all times. Also, since 
the back cushion is deep enough to make the 
Second section bed high when laid fiat thereon, 
the double bed or the two twin beds into Which 
the couch may be transformed, are also bed high. 
The various features of novelty whereby our 

invention is characterized will hereinafter be 
pointed out with particularity in the claims; but, 
for a full understanding of our invention and of 
its objects and advantages, reference may be 
had to the following detailed description taken 
in connection With the accompanying drawings, 
Wherein: 

Figure 1 is a front elevation of a Couch em 
bodying the present invention; Fig. 2 is an end 
view of the couch, the full lines showing the 

(Cl. 5-8) 
couch closed, and the dotted lines showing it 
partially opened; Fig. 3 is a view Similar to Fig. 
2, showing the couch completely opened and the 
back cushion lying fiat on the normally concealed 
section; to serve as a mattress therefor; Fig. 4 
is a top plan view, on a larger Scale than Figs. 
1-3, showing the couch open; Fig. 5 is an end 
view, on the same scale as Fig. 4, parts being 
broken away to expose other parts normally con 
cealed; Fig. 6 is a section on line 3-6 of Fig. 5, 
Iao part of the mattress-supporting fabric on the 
second or under section being shown; Fig. 7 is a 
section on line - of Fig. 5, illustrating the 
manner of connecting one leg of the back rest 
to the main framework of the second or under 
Section of the couch, and Fig. 8 is a Section on a 
still larger scale, on line 8-8 of Fig. 1, showing 
only fragments of the back cushion and the back 
rest, together with a means to tie the top of the 
back cushion to the back rest when the couch is 
closed. 

Referring to the drawings, A represents the 
main or seat section of a two part couch; this 
section comprising a bOX-like structure Open at 
the bottom and at the rear side. In the arrange 
ment shown, the end and front walls, and 2, 
respectively, of section A extend to a short dis 
tance of the floor and are covered on their Outer 
sides with fabric 3 in harmony with the fabric 
on the seat cushion or mattress 4. The upper 
part of the box-like structure, on Which the Seat 
cushion rests, may conveniently be a metal frame 
5 of structural steel, below the two rear corners 
of which are vertical legs 6 integral therewith Or 
fixed thereto. The Section B may conveniently 
comprise a top , front legs 8, and rear legs 9, 
suitably joined and braced; the dimensions of the 
structure being such that it may be housed Within 
the seat section. The seat Section may be pro 
vided with casters O, while the legs 9 of the 
second section may rest directly. On the floor. 
This will permit the seat section to be pulled for 
Ward while the other section remains stationary. 
The top members 5 and 7 of the frame struc 

tures of the sections A and B are preferably con 
nected together in such a Way that the long edges 
of the two sections will remain parallel when 
the couch is opened and while it is being closed 
and which shall, at the same time, permit the 
two sections to be readily disconnected from each 
other if it be desired to use them as separate Or 
twin beds. In the arrangement shown, this con 
nection consists of an equalizing device in the 
form of two bars and 2 of equal lengths, CrOSS 
ing each other and pivoted together at the middle 
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2 
as at 3. One end of the bar is pinned to the 
top frame 5 of the section A, as indicated at 4, 
While its other end has a pin 5 extending down. 
through a longitudinal slot 6 in the front mem 
ber of the top frame of the section B; the bar 

overlying this frame member. The bar 2 has 
at One end a pin extending through and adapted 
to move lengthwise of a longitudinal slot 7 in 
the top frame 5 of section A, while its other end is 
provided With a pin 8 that extends down through 
a hole in the front member of the frame 7 of Sec 
tion B. By lifting the rear ends of the two bars, 
the pins 5 and 8 may be freed from the frame 
member So that there is no longer any connec 
tion between the two couch sections, and they 
may be moved entirely apart from each other. 
Spanning the length and width of the opening 

bounded by the frame 7 of Section B is a suitable 
mattreSS-Supporting fabric f9, upon which may 
be laid the cushion that normally forms the back 
of the couch. 

It Will be Seen that the end walls of the Sec 
tion. A project rearwardly a considerable dis 
tance beyond the rear edge of the seat cushion. 
Normally, When the couch is closed, as shown 
in full lines in Fig. 2, a long, thick back cushion 
20 fits down behind the seat cushion and may lie 
between upwardly projecting portions 2 of the 
rear Ward extensions on the end walls of main 
Couch-Section A. Consequently, if the couch be 
placed against a Wall, there Will always be room 
behind the Seat cushion for the reception of a 
marginal portion of the seat cushion standing 
On edge. When the couch is open, as indicated in 
Fig. 3, the back cushion is caused to lie upon the 
Section B, causing the couch to be transformed 
into a double bed as high as the seat of the couch 
When the couch is closed, 
The couch is preferably provided with a back 

rest SO as normally to give it the appearance of 
a davenport by holding the back cushion upright 
and in intimate contact with the rear edge of the 
Seat Cushion. This back rest may consist simply 
Of a long bar or tube 22 bent into a flattened U 
the distance between the free ends of the arms of 
Which is equal to the length of the couch section 
B. This back rest may be detachable. In the 
arrangement ShoWn, the back rest is formed from 
a long angle iron suitably bent; one flange of 
each leg of the back rest lying flat against the 
rear face of One of the legs 9 of the section B. 
Each Such flange is provided with a pair of headed 
pins 23 projecting forwardly therefrom and 
adapted to enter keyhole slots 24 in the adjacent 
leg 9. To attach the back rest to the section B 
the pins on each leg are simply brought into reg 
istration with the large ends of the keyhole slots 
in the corresponding leg of the section B and, 
after these headed pins have been entered in 
the slots, the back rest is pushed down so as to 
bring the heads on the pins behind the narrow 
parts of the slots. 
While the structure is being used as a couch, 

the back Cushion may be temporarily fastened 
along the upper edge thereof to the top rail of 
the back rest. In the arrangement shown, as 
can best be Seen in Fig. 8, the back cushion is 
provided with one or more straps 25 adapted to 
be paSSed around the top rail of the back rest. 
The meeting parts of each strap may be fastened 
together in any Suitable way as, for example, by 
a Snap fastener Such as indicated at 26. 
The Space enclosed by the legs and the hori 

Zontal part of the back rest 22 may be spanned 
by a Suitable yieldable metal fabric or combined 

2,120,663 
fabric and bracing means 27, secured to the back 
rest in any desired Way So as to form a Support 
acroSS the length and Width of the back cushion 
When the latter is standing on edge in front of the 
back rest as in FigS. 2 and 8. 

In Order that the back cushion may automati 
cally aSSume a Substantially horizontal position, 
as indicated in Fig. 3 and in dotted lines in Fig. 5, 
When the couch is opened, we provide the section 
A With a rearwardly projecting shelf-like Support 
along the rear and just above the plane of the 
top of the frame member 7 of the Section B. 
When the couch is closed and the back cushion 
is Set in place, in an upright position, it rests 
on the shelf-like rearward extension. By properly 
Constructing the shelf-like extension, the back 
cushion will not easily slide off the same when 
the Seat Section is pulled forward and, conse 
quently, the lower end of the back cushion will be 
dra Win forward as the couch is opened, and the 
Upper end (aSSuming that it has been unfastened 
from the back rest,) simply slides down the back 
rest until the center of gravity is carried far 
enough forward to allow the cushion to drop 
doWn and lie flat; the dotted line construction 
in Fig. 2 illustrating the cushion in an inclined 
position after a partial opening of the couch. 
This shelf-like support for the back cushion 

may take any desired form. In the arrangement 
shown, there are a pair of brackets 28 secured to 
the box-like frame structure of the seat section 
On the rear Side, near the two ends of the couch, 
these brackets having horizontal arms extending 
rearWardly just inside of the rearward projections 
of the end walls f, . Between the horizontal 
arms of these tWO brackets, in the arrangement 
illustrated, there are two metal straps 29 and 3. 
The strap 29 is quite narrow while the other strap 
is considerably wider. Both straps lie with their 
broad faces horizontal; the strap 29 is riveted or 
otherwise fixed to the brackets at its ends; and 
the Strap 3 is also connected to the horizontal 
arms of the brackets, but through the medium of 
coiled tension springs 3. The strap 29 is near 
the seat Cushion and also close to the forward 
longitudinal nerber of the top frame when the 
couch is opened and therefore need not be yield 
able to the same extent as is the strap 30 which 
lies farther back. In other words, the strap 3 
may serve as a yieldable support for the forward 
marginal portion of the back Cushion. When the 
latter lies flat, thereby preventing the cushion 
from resting Solidly on the unyielding forward 
longitudinal member of the top frame of the Sec 
tion B. 

It will thus be seen that we have produced a 
simple and novel convertible couch the frame 
work of which is formed in two sections the di 
mensions of Which are fixed and One of which 
has thereon a permanent Seat cushion that serves 
also as a mattress, While there is a Single loose 
cushion that performs the functions of a nat 
tress for the second section and a back cushion 
for the seat Section; Whereby, With very little 
effort, the user may change over a convertible 
couch having comfortable seat and back cushions 
into a double bed of full height having com 
fortable mattress leans Or into tWO Single beds 
of full height, each supplied with an adequate 
mattress. We therefore a VOid the objection to a 
low bed arrangement that follows when a con 
vertible couch is provided with two seat cushions, 
One above the other, the top cushion being re 
moved and laid on top of the under section when 
the couch is opened. We also avoid the compli 
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cations that result from making an under section 
that may be raised and lowered to provide a full 
height bed. In addition, one of our mattresses 
Serves effectively as a back cushion whereas, in 
prior couches of which we are aware, this has 
not been the case. It should also be noted that 
While one of our cushions is loose, it is not loose 
in the Sense of a pillow that may be propped 
against a Wall While resting upon a seat cushion; 
but, particularly where the back rest is employed, 
this loose cushion constitutes a part of a couch 
having a seat in the back, so that the couch may 
be moved bodily from one position to another or 
Stand away from the walls of a room without dis 
turbing the loose cushion. 
While We have illustrated and described with 

particularly only a single preferred form of my 
invention, we do not desire to be limited to the 
exact structural details thus illustrated and de 
Scribed; but intend to cover all forms and ar 
rangements which come Within the definitions 
of our invention constituting the appended 
claims. 
We claim: 
1. A couch comprising a seat Section and a 

second section, said seat Section having a cush 
ioned seat and a narrow yieldable mattress-Sup 
porting member extending lengthwise of the seat 
behind and a substantial distance below the top 
of the seat, said second section being of a height 

3 
equal to that of the seat section less than the 
thickneSS of a mattress and being adapted nor 
mally to be housed under the seat section; and a 
loose Cushion adapted to stand on edge on Said 
mattress-Supporting member When the Couch is 
closed, and to lie flat on Said second Section and 
serve as a mattress for the latter when the couch 
is Open. 

2. A couch comprising a seat Section and a Sec 
ond section, said seat section having a cushioned 
Seat and a narrow yieldable mattress-support 
ing member extending lengthwise of the seat 
behind and a substantial distance below the top 
of the seat, said second section being of a height 
equal to that of the seat section less than the 
thickness of a mattress and being adapted nor 
mally to be housed under the seat section, a 
back rest at one long edge of said second section 
adapted to be positioned along the rear edge of 
said mattress-supporting member when the Couch 
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is closed; a loose cushion adapted to stand On 
edge on said mattress-supporting member when 
the couch is closed, and to be shifted by said 
mattress-supporting member and caused to lie 
flat on said second section and serve as a mat 
tress for the latter When the Seat Section. Of the 
couch is drawn forward to open the Couch. 

JOSEPH. W. BOWERSOX. 
STEPHEN J. BLAHA. 
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