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2 Claims. 

This invention Irelates to improvements in a 
-baseball pitching target or game device. 

It is an object of my invention to provide an 
• imprOVed deVice Which may be used to train base 
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: ?rmple, about 11 inches by 36 inches. 

ball. pitchers in accurate delivery of the ball, 
and Which may be used as a game device or for 
Other purposes. \ 

It is a, further Object of my invention to provide 
8, target Which defines - a, plurality of open - areas 
[hrough Which a, ball is to be thrown and to con 
Struct, the target of fiexible and yieldable mein 
berS Which Will prevent damaging the ball When 
Struck, by yielding tínder the impact, and which 
Will preSerWe and maintain the Original Shape of 
the target. 

It is further an object of my invention to pro 
Wide a, flexible target - device defining open areas 

, and having means for supporting and tightening 
.. ' the target to hold it in a talut condition and in the 
desired position. • 
Further objects and advantages of my improve 

ments Will be more readily apparent from the fol 
lowing description of a, preferred embodiment 
thereof taken in connection with the attached 
diraWing, in Which— 

?Fig. 1 is a perspective View of the pitching target 
and cage therefor; 
- Fig. 2 is a detail enlarged section showing the 
internal construction of the target; and 

Flg. 3 is a SomeWhat diagrammatic View which 
illustrates the change in shape of the target as it, 
is pulled taut. 
The target may be · mounted in * any desired 

Imanner, and I have: illustrated a pipe frame !0 
Which is formed into a ca,8ge for trapping the balls 
by the provision of netting H2. , "The front of the 
Cage is .. open betWeen the uprights - H4 and the 
upper and lower croSSbars - 18 and” 18. The target 
20 is mounted Vertically in this open Space. 
The target is eSSentially trectangular in · Shape 

having a, top 22, bottom: 24 and Side members 26. 
Although the target may be made in Variotis sizes 
it preferably defineS an area, equivalent to, that 
in Which SO-Called Strikes Would be called, and is 
therefore as Wide as the Width of the usual honne 
plate and as high aS the distance between the 
knees and Shoulder of an - a,Verage man, for ex 

"The four" 
rnembers 28 are Connected to each ; other and to 
the midpoints of the Sides 20 to define an approxi 
\mate Square having its diagonals disposed verti 
cally and horizontally. "The upper and lower cor 
ners of the Square are connected by members 30 
and 32 respectively to the midpoints of the top 

` , and bottom members 22 - and 24. 
· The upper corner points 34 of the 1rectangle alre 

connected by the diagonal members 36 to : the 
frame I0 and the lower corners. 38 are similarly 

(Ol. 273-26) 
?Ontnected b?? minembers &? having adjustable turn 
bluckles 42 to the franne |!|[?]. 

"IThe rectangular target is therefore divided into 
fiVe Open areas or Spaces including the central 

· Square #4, the inside and outside upper corners 
48 and 48 and the inside and outside lower corner 
|portions - 58 and ??. - "Thus an “high inside ball’’ 
Would be throWrn through the area, ?6 for a right 
hand batter. Of course, it will be understood that 
the different alreas may be designated by any 
Suitable terms. 
AS shown in Fig. 2, the target is made up of 

flexible chain 54 covered With - yieldable rubber 
tubing ??. Any other Suitable material that will 
prOVide considerable Strength and yet be flexible 
aInd ?Vieldable - COlild be used. • • 
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By tightening the turnbuckles - #2 the target; • 
is made taut. In order to draw the members 28, 
?? and 32 taut at the same time, it is preferable 
to initially make the top and .. bottorn imaember's 
?? and 2? - Slightly longer, than theoretically re 

- guired, Whereby as the cornerS 34., are pulled out; 
a]] of the Parts of the ta1rget will be placed under 
StreSS and become taut. The central square which 
initially Will be SomeWhat Out of Sinape will be 
pulled Otlt tO form an apg1roximate Scitjaire. 

I claim: |+ 

1. A baseball pitching device comprising a, Ver 
tically disposed, rigid rectangular frame, a, fiex 
ible target Supported Within Said frame and com 
posed of rubber-covered chain members forming 
an approximate irectangle divided by cross mern 
*bers to define - a, plurality of openings through 
Which the ball may be thrown, one of Said open 
ingS being in the Shape of a, Square in the center | .. 
of the target, tWO diagonally opposite .. corners 
of Which are joined to the Vertical Sides of the 
target, and tension members diagonally disposed 
at the - CornerS - Of Said target and connected to 
the rigid frame, at least two of Said tension mem 
bers beirag adjustable to make the target tault. 

2. A baseball pitching device comprising a ver 
tically disposed rigid rectangular frame, a, target 
Supported Withitn Said frame and composed of 
flexibie inneimbers foirming an approximate rec 
tangle divided by croSS members to define a plu 
trality of OpeningS through Which the ball may be 
throWin, one of Said openingS being in the Shape of 
a, Square in the center of the target, two diagonally 
Opposite corrners . Of Which aire joined to the Ver- ; 
tica] Side of the target, and the other corners of 
Which are * connected by Spacing . members to the 
center of the top and bottom Sides of the rec 
tangular target, and tension members diagothally 
disposed at the corners of Said target and con 
nected to the rigid frame, at least two of Said 
tension mennbers being adjustable to 1rnake the 
talrget -talut. 

ROBERT A. FOWLER. 
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