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- UNITED STATES

PaTeENT OFFICE,

JOSEPH C. G. KENNEDY, OF WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

PROTECTING BOUND BOOKS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 42,799, dated May 17, 1364.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JosgpH C. G. KENNE-
DY, of Washington ecity, in the Distriet of Co-
1 mbia, have invented a new and Improved
mode of Protecting Bound Books from Injury
in Transportation; and I do hereby declare
that the following isa full, clear, and exact de-
scription thereof, reference being had tothe
a-companying drawings, making part of this
s; ecification, and in which—

Figure 1 represents a view in perspective
of a book having my improvement applied,
Kig. 2 represents a similar view of one of the
slats for protecting the top and bottom edges
of the book, and Fig. 3 a similar view of the
slat for protecting the front edge of the same.

All the khown modes of wrapping and pack-
ing books to secure their bindings against in-
jury from transportation and rough hand-
ling, more especially in the public mails, are
not only more expensive, but inefficient, for
it is a rare oceurrence to receive a book that
is sent by mail any distance without finding
the binding broken on the edges or corners,

Now, it is the object of my invention to pro-
vide a cheap and effectual protection for the
binding of books while being transported by
mail or otherwise, or against rough handling;
and to this end my invention consists in pack-
ing the space around the edges of books be-
tween the projecting edges of the eovers with
a light rigid material, and so that the outer
faces or edges of the packing shall be flush,
or on thesame plane with the projecting edges
of the binding.

To enable others skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will proceed to de-
scribe its construction and operation.

The top and bottom edges of the book are
covered with slats A, of any cheap material
that is rigid, those made of wood are found
cheap and efficient, although stri ps of binder’s
board or other refuse of the kind, it is obvious,

may be substituted. The slats A must be of
the precise width of the space between the
projecting covers, and have plane parallel
edges. They must also be as long as and just
as thick astheprojection of the covers, 80 that
when placed between the covers they shall
neatly fill the space between the top and bot-
tom projections of the binding. At theirrear
ends, ¢, these slats must be made convex to
match the concave projecting edge of the back
of the book.

For the front of the book a slat, B, is used,
convex on one side and plain on the other, and
this must also be of exactly the length, width,
and thickness necessary to fill the space Le-
tween the top and bottom slats and between
the outer edgesof the binding and the paper
coustituting the book. Thus when these slats
are placed in position, and the book receives
the usual wrapper and string, they are all
firmly secured together, and form a plane
edge with the outer edge of the binding, and
thus the projecting binding is effectually. se-
cured against being bruised or broken on the
sides or corners, thongh handled in the rough-
est manner, or transported by mail for any dis-
tance, and this without increasing the size of
the package.

What Iclaim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent of the United States,
is—

The application of a rigid packing between
the projecting edges of the covers of bound
books, when arranged substantially in the
manner and for the purpose hereinabove set
forth,

In testimony whereof I have hereunto sub-
scribed my nawme.

JOR. C. G. KENNEDY.

“Witnesses:
J. SNOWDEN BELL,
JOHN 8. HOLLINGSHEAD,




