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A. 

To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, ALEXANDER. S. DEs 

ERTY, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at New York, in the county of New York 
and State of New York, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Com 
bined Shelves and Hanger Racks, of which 
the following is a specification. 

This invention relates to a clothes rack at 
tachment for shelves and more particularly 
to such an attachment designed to occupy a 
minimum of space within a clothes closet, 
showcase or the like, and to be supported and 
braced by 
or the like. 

It has for its object the provision of a 
strong clothes rack, and to this end the shelf 
of a closet or showcase is utilized to support 
and brace the rack. Another object is the 
production of a rack for supporting clothes 
or the like which will occupy but a small 
space in a closet or showcase, and by means 
of which clothes or other articles may be 
packed closely together so that the size of 
the closet may be reduced. These advan 
tages are particularly desirable in modern 
hotels, wherein economy of space occupied 
by closets is of prime importance. 

Other objects and advantages of the in 
vention will hereinafter appear in the fol 
lowing description and the novel features 
thereof will be particularly pointed out in 
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the appended claims. 
Like reference numerals indicate like parts 

throughout the several figures of the draw 
ings, in which 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a shelf ex 
tending the full width of the closet and 
showing the clothes rack of my invention 
supported thereby; 

Figure 2 is a section through such a shelf 
showing a wooden strip attached to the un 
der face of the closet shelf and having a 
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clothes rack of my invention attached to said strip; 
Figure 3 is a section through the shelf of 

Fig. 1 showing the method of attachment of 
the clothes rack to the shelf; 

Figure 4 is a section through the shelf 
and strip of Fig.2 showing the method of 
mounting the rack; and 

Figures 5, 6 and 7 are modified forms of 
means for attaching the rack to either the 
shelf or the strip. 
While I show and describe my invention 

a shelf in such a closet, showcase 

as a clothes rack for supporting a special 
type of clothes hanger, it will be appreciated 
that it is not limited to this use, but other 
articles may be attached to shelves in the 
same manner, as for instance, pans and cook 
ing utensils may be attached to the under 
surface of pantry shelves. The invention 
may also be embodied in other forms than 
those shown herein. The form herein shown, 
however, has been found to be satisfactory in 
use, and has been deemed of special adapta 
tion as a part of the equipment of hotels 
when building them, wherein the racks are 
inserted in the shelves or strips when these 
elements are placed in the closets; it is prac 
tically impossible for guests at the hotels 
to remove the same. 
My invention may be said to comprise a 

shelf or a strip of wood for attachment, 
thereto, a rack of special formation, shown 
herein as tubular, with means for the inser 
tion in the rack of special hangers for 
clothes or the like, and means for quickly in 
stalling and economically attaching the rack 
to a shelf or strip. These parts will now be 
described in detail and their individual 
functions set forth, after which a recital of 
their conjoint use will be given. 
The numeral 10 designates a shelf of a 

closet, showcase or the like, while 11 indi 
cates the rack as a whole. The rack is made 
of two similar strips of metal, each compris 
ing a lower substantially semi-circular sec 
tion 13 and an upper or head section 12. 
These portions of each strip may be directly 
joined or they may be connected by a short 
web 14. When the two strips are placed 
with their web portions in contact, as shown 
in Figs. 3, 4 and 6, there are formed a lower 
tubular hanger supporting section and an 
upper substantially triangular head. 

Referring now particularly to Fig. 3, the 
head 12 is inserted in the dovetail groove 15 
formed in the shelf 10 throughout its length, 
and as shown in Fig. 1, the ends of the rack 
lie flush with the ends of the shelf in con 
tact with the side walls of the closet or show 
case. My rack when so held can not be re 
moved from the closet or showcase until the 
shelf itself is taken down. 
At times it is not desirable to have racks 

extending the full width of the closet or 
showcase, but instead it is desirable to have 
the racks extend from the rear wall of the 
closet or showcase to the front thereof, In 

60 

35 

75 

80 

$10 

0. 

05 

() 

  



ls 

20 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

2. 

that case the dovetail groove is formed in 
a strip or wood, as shown in Figs. 2 and 4 
and is designated by the numeral 15, while 
the strip of wood which is fastened to the 
under face of the shelf 10 is designated by 
the numeral ()'. The form of the rack en 
ployed in this instance is substantially the 
same as that shown in Fig. 3. It will be 
appreciated. however, that the fit of the 
head 12 within the dovetail groove 15' is 
so tight that it will be practically impossible 
for the guest to remove it from the closef 
of the hotel room. 
In the form of the invention shown in 

Fig. 5, I have provided a shallow curved 
groove in the shelf or strip 101 and form 
my racks of a single substantially tubular 
member having an open lower end and with 
its back 121 resting in the shallow groove 
151 and held in said groove against move 
ment by the screws 16. 

In the form of the invention shown in 
Fig. 6, I have omitted the upper portion 
of the head 12 of Figs. 3, and 4, and formed 
the same of a pair of horizontal lugs 17, 17, 
connected to semi-circular lower sections by 
the webs 18, 18. The head thus formed fits 
within a T-groove in the lower face of the 
shelf 101. 
In the form shown in Figure 7, the slotted 

tubular member 13 is riveted to narrow at 
taching plates 24 which in turn are secured 
to the underface of a shelf 10 by screws. 
Or the narrow plates 24 may be replaced by 
a single strip running the full length of 
the tubular member provided with apertures 
for attaching screws. 

It will be appreciated the rack embodies 
a lower tubular section adapted to the ready 
insertion of hanger heads 19 at the ends of 
stems 20 supporting the hangers arms 21. 
Upon each side of the tubular section 11, 
there are provided keyhole slots 23, the lower 
ends of all of said keyhole slots communi 
cating with the longitudinal main slot 22 
formed by the non-meeting edges of the 
strips of which the rack has been made. 

In all of the forms of my invention, it 
will be appreciated that the rack will be 
made of metal and preferably of two strips 
which may be joined together before being 
inserted or attached to a wooden shelf or 
strip. This joining of the two strips may 
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be by solder, spot welding or rivets. How 
ever, it is not necessary to so join the strips, 
as the groove of Figs. 3, 4 and 6 can be made 
of a size to Snugly receive the metal strips 
and to hold the same in proper relation 
ship to form the rack. It will be appre 
ciated too that the wooden shelf or strip 
acts as a brace or reinforcing means for 
the rack throughout its length. The rack 
lies close to the under face of the shelf or 
strip and therefore takes up comparatively 
little space in a closet. In this position, it 
also utilizes to the fullest extent the height 
of the closet. 

It will be seen therefore that I have pro 
vided a clothes hanger rack which can be 
used as a part of the equipment of hotel 
closets, which will be economical of the 
space in said closets, and which will be 
strong in use and hold a number of hangers. 
Having described my invention, what I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent is: 

1. In a unit for use in clothes closets, 
showcases or the like, a shelf member hav 
ing in its lower face a groove with a re 
stricted mouth, and a hanger-supporting ele 
ment in strip form, comprising a tubular 
section having in its side keyhole slots for 
the insertion and retention of headed stems 
of clothes hangers, said supporting element 
having a portion conforming in shape to 
said groove in said shelf member and lying therein throughout its length, whereby the 
Supporting element is mounted and braced 
in close proximity to the lower face of said 
shelf member. 

2. In a unit for use in clothes closets, 
showcases or the like, a shelf member hav 
ing in its lower face a dovetailed groove, 
and a hanger-supporting element in strip 
form comprising a tubular section provided 
with a longitudinal slot in its bottom and 
with a series of keyhole slots in its side 
communicating with said longitudinal slot, 
and a head section conforming in shape to 
the groove in the shelf member, and adapt 
ed to lie therein, whereby the tubular sec 
tion is held in close proximity to the lower 
face of the shelf member and is supported 
and braced thereby. In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 

ALEXANDER. S. DESERTY. 
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