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To all athlon, it half concern: 
Beit known that I, HoRACE G. KNOWLES, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Wil 
mington, in the county of New Castle and 
State of Delaware, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Hand-Trucks; 
and I do hereby declare the following to be a 
full, clear, and exact description of the inven 
tion, such as Will enable others skilled in the 
art to which it appertains to make and use 
the same. 
This invention relates to an improvement 

in trucks; and it consists in the construction 
and arrangement of parts hereinafter de 
Scribed, and defined in the claim. 

Heretofore many attempts have been made 
to produce a strong, durable, and inexpensive 
truck for lifting and transporting barrels, 
boxes, &c. The constructions heretofore sug 
gested have been usually of a complicated na 
ture, cumbersome, and expensive. 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

hand-truck which will meet the requirements 
as to strength, cheapness, and durability and 
one which will possess the fewest possible 
number of parts. 
The invention more particularly compre 

hends a structure which, if desired, can be 
cast in one piece, the only additional parts 
consisting of the wheels and in some cases 
their carrying-axle. 
While I have stated that the invention re 

lates to trucks, the nature and arrangement 
of the parts are such that it is also designed 
and well adapted for use as a carrier and 
lifter. - 

I have shown an operative embodiment of 
the invention in the accompanying drawings, 
but desire it understood that the particular 
shape and specific formation therein shown 
can be varied slightly Without departing from 
the nature and principle of the invention. 

Figure 1 is a plan view of the improvement. 
Fig. 2 is a side elevation showing the improve 
ment in a position for carrying a barrel, being 
shown in dotted lines; and Fig. 3 is a sectional 
view of the lower end of the truck, showing a 
slightly-modified form of hook. 
In the drawings, A designates the truck 

bar, formed conveniently of a single piece of 
material, such as metal. This bar has at its 
upper end a handle a, while beyond the han 

dle is a continuation (t, serving as a hand 
hold when it is necessary to have an increased 
leverage. The bar A is conveniently of T 
shaped cross-section and its upper portion is 
curved rearwardly, so that the handle can be 
used without bringing the hand of the opera 
tor in contact with the object being trucked 
or carried. 
The extreme lower end of the bar A is bi 

furcated, as at B, the outer portions of the 
bifurcated part being straight and the two 
arms thereof constituting what I choose to 
term “stub-arms’ bib', as distinguished from 
side bars. These arms are parallel with each 
other and have formed on their under edges 
ears C, each having a perforation therethrough 
in which an axle D is secured, Which in ad 
dition to its function as an axle also acts as 
a brace for the arms. On the outer ends of 
the axles are the truck-wheels E, being lo 
cated slightly backward from the outer ends 
of the arms. These wheels are secured on 
the axle in any convenient manner, such as 
by the keys e passing through the protruding 
ends of the axle. The Wheels are of any con 
venient width and may be cast or otherwise 
formed. Their diameter is such as to carry 
the upper portions of the peripheries slightly 
below the upper faces of the arms. 
The outer ends of the stub-arms beyond a 

plane of the wheels are bent or carried up 
Ward, forming hooks F, as shown in Fig. 2, 
or they may be of the straight formation, as 
shown in Fig. 3. 

Integral with the bar A, substantially mid 
way its length, is a laterally-extended support 
G, the same extending in opposite directions 
from the bar to points considerably beyond 
the plane of the wheels. It is conveniently 
formed of a single piece of metal integral with 
the bar. This rest may be curved, straight, 
or angular, as desired. 
The above-described construction, it will be 

noted, consists, practically, of a single-piece 
frame composed, substantially, of a single bar. 
Additional supports may be added to the bar 
and the position of the wheels may be changed, 
if found desirable. 
When the truck is used as a carrier, the 

hooks are placed below the edge of the box 
or chime of the barrel, the latter being tipped 
back onto the bar and its rest, the hooks pre 
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venting the barrel or box from escaping from 
the truck. It may also be convenient to use 
two trucks, one on each side of the object be 
ing carried, when the object is heavy and is 
to be transported some little distance. - 
This truck is especially useful for store and 

domestic purposes, its lightness, durability, 
and cheapness making it especially desirable, 
and owing to its formation it is very easily 
handled, while being well adapted for carry 
ing or transporting very heavy objects. 

I am aware that a truck having a U-shaped 
frame has been heretofore suggested; but in 
that construction the side bars of the U 
shaped frame are so spaced and extended 
that they act as the retainer for the barrel, 
and the truck is necessarily heavy, the width 
of the structure being such as to make it ob 
jectionable for general use and weak in parts. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters. . 
Patent, is- - 
A truck of the character described, consist 

ing of a single metal bar having a handle at 
one end and parallel stub-arms at its other 
end, formed with upturned engaging portions, 
a fixed laterally-extended rest formed inte 
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gral with the bar between the handle and 
arms extending out beyond the plane of the 
arms, an axle secured to the stub-arms span 
ning the space between, and wheels carried 
by the axle, substantially as described. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature - 
in presence of two witnesses. 

HORACE G. KNOWLES. 
Witnesses: 

CLINTON COOKE, 
MARY CULBRETH. 

  


