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As all required additional search fess were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.
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Claims Nos.: 12

A method of operating a breast pump device comprising steps 1ike
controlling an operation of the pressure source in a second operating
mode is considered a method for treatment of the human or animal body by
therapy for the following reasons.

The claimed method inherently
encompasses methods of removing milk from a woman and thus inherently
encompasses procedures of removing milk from women (see also claim 1 or
teaching of the application) in the frame of prophylactic and / or
therapeutic procedures. Typical examples are the prophylactic treatment
or the curative treatment of mastitis. Wether or not the claimed method
encompasses alsc non-therapeutic methods is not relevant as long as
methods or method steps of treatment of a human by therapy are also
encompassed.

The subject matter of claim 12 was therefore not searched
as method a such (Article 17(2)(a)(i) /(ii) and Rule 39.1 (iv) PCT) and
consequently no opinion will be formulated on the subject matter of claim
12 (Article 34(4)(a)(i) and Rule 67.1(iv) PCT). For the sake of
completeness it is noted that the subject matter of claim 12 was searched
as forming part of claim 13.

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has heen
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds intc the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EP0 (see EPO Guidelines C-IV, 7.2),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be
overcome.
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