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This invention relates to an improvement in. -

trouser supporters and has for its object the pro-
vision of such an article intended for co-operation

with a shirt or similar outer garment to enable .

the trousers to be effectively supported by con-
cealed trouser=supporting means.

CAsis well known, the construction of suspend-
ers and the lbcation of buttons on the trousers
adapted to be engaged thereby are such that the
suspenders must be worn externally of the shirt.
This is inconvenient, particularly in  warm
weather, when it is often desirable to discard the
coat, this being often unconventional because of
the exposure of the suspenders. So-called “in-
visible” suspenders have been:made for wear be-
neath the shirt, but such articles are uncom-
_fortable to wear in warm weather and have other
inconveniences so that they have never become
particularly popular.

With the improved trouser supporters forming
the subject matter of this invention, the trousers
are supported by elastic or expansible elements
adjustably and detachably secured to the shirt
so that the shirt and such co-operating support-
ing elements effectively support the trousers.
The arrangement of the elastic supporting ele-
ments with respect to the shirt and to the trou-
sers is such that the shirt and trousers co-operate
to ‘cover and conceal the elastic supports so that
the trousers are supported by indiscernible ele-
ments, and over-the-shoulder supporting means
for the trousers is complete]y eliminated.

In the accompanying drawing, wherein an em-
bodiment of the invention is shown Fig. 1is a
perspective view of one embodiment of the inven-
tion, showing how the same appears ready for
attachment to the trouser buttons; Fig. 2 is an
enlarged front elevation of a portion of the shirt,
looking at the outer face of the same, showing
one of the supporters; Fig. 3 is a view of the rear
face of the structure shown in Fig. 2; Fig. 4 is 3
view of a portion of the rear face of the shirt,
showing the fastening elements employed - for
detachably securing one of the trouser support-
ers; Fig. b is a face view of one of the trouser
supporters detached from the shirt; Fig. 6 is a
front view of a modified structure; Fig. 7 is a sec-

 tional view on the line T—T7 of Fig. 6, looking in
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the direction of the arrows; Fig. 8 is a front
view of another modified structure; and Fig. 9 is

a sectional view on the line 9—9 of Fig. 8, look-

ing in the direction of the arrows.

With reference to the structure shown in Figs.
1 to 5 inclusive, | indicates the body of a shirt
or similar outer garment, having the conventional

(CL 2—11%)

tail portlons adapted to be tucked into the trou-
sers ‘2 in the usual manner. The upper end or
waist line of the trousers is shown at 3 and se-
cured on the inside of the trousers, located slight- ..
1y below the waist-line or top 3 is shown the con- 5

" ventional suspender buttons 4. Two sets of but-
tons are located at the front of the garment and
a set of two buttons at the back as is well under-
stood.

Each supporter mcludes as a base a piece of
strong, flexible material 5 shown in rectangular
form, and adapted to be scarcely, but. preferably
detachably. attached to the rear face of the shirt.
For example, each of the sections 5 may be pro- ..,
vided with detachable fastening elements 6, such 15
as snap fastener elements which are adapted to
engage co-operating snap fastener elements 7
properly located on the rear face of the shirt with
respect. to the suspender buttons 4 of the trou-
sers. Carried by the section 5 is a supported ele-
ment 8, which may consist of a looped elastic
cord or the like, doubled to form button-engaging
loops 10 at its opposite ends and provided with
the spaced sleeves 9 between which a loop portion
i1 is provided for connection to the buttons 4 in
case it is desired to lift the trousers higher than
is -done when buttons are engaging the lower
Iocops 9.

. The fabric sectlons 5 are éach provided with
reinforced slits or openings 12, similar to button
holes, through which the looped cord 8 extends,
these slits being preferably angularly disposed to
permit - sliding action of the cord through them
during use. The loop portions 18 of the cord
emerge from the inside of the shirt through slits
or button-hole openings 13 properly located in
the body of the shirt. Thus, when the garment
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. is worn, the sections 5 and all of the cord mem-

bers carried thereby are covered and concealed
by the body of the shirt with the exception of the
projecting loops 10, as clearly shown in Fig, 1.
The openings 13 in the body of the shirt are
preferably so located that they are positioned
slightly below the top edge 8 of the trousers and
" accordingly both the openings {3 and the loop
portions ‘9 extending out of the.same and en-
gaging the trouser buttons 4 are covered and
concealed by the upper portion of the trousers.
The arrangement of the elastic cord or similar
extensible member 9 through the slits 12 in the
supporting section 5 is such that it may move
longitudinally through these openings and adjust
itself according to the movements of the wearer’s
body. The mafterial of which section § is made
is preferably a strong non-crushable textile fab-
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ric so that it will maintain itself in flat condition
at all times despite the pull imposed on it by the
elastic cord 8 in supporting the trousers. The
material selected and employed for the section
5 is preferably one which will not pucker and will
remain flat during wear and thus, will not tend
to pucker or gather the body of the shirt, and
will be sufficient to resist the imposition of de-
structional pull on the body of the shirt due to
the fact that the pull of the elastic cord will be
distributed over the relatively wide area of the
member 5.

It will be understood that one of these members
5 and the elastic cord carried thereby, will be
secured within the shirt adjdcent each pair of
suspender buttons. It will also be understood
that the members 5 may be either permanently
secured within the shirt by being stitched there-
to or they may be detachably secured in position
by snap fasteners as illusfrated, or by some other
fastening elements. It will also be clear that if
such detachable fastening elements are employed,
a number of then may be located in spaced re-
lationship within the body of the shirt so that the
members § may be selectively positioned at high-
er or lower points to accommodate the build of
the wearer. While it is preferable that the open-
ings 13 in the body of the shirt be located slightly
below the top of the trousers of the wearer and
be thereby covered by the trousers, it may occur
in the case of tall persons, that these openings
be located slightly above the trouser top. If such
is the case, this will not be of any great momens
since the only portion of the supporters visible
would be a very slight part of the loop portions
18, which, if colored similarly to the body of the
shift, would be substantially invisible.

In the modification of the invention shown in
Fig. 6, I use a single piece of elastic fabric 14 ex-
tensible in the direction indicated by the arrows
and secured at the back of the shirt by means of
buttons {5 provided on the shirt engaging with
the button holes 16 formed in the upper portion
of the back material 14. There may be other
spaced groups of button holes 16 to permit the
member i4 to be attached to the back of the
shirt at selected higher or lower positions, ac-
cording to the height of the individual.

The lower portion of the elastic member 14 pro-
trudes out of a slit or opening 17 formed in the
body of the shirt, said slit being located, as was
explained with respect to the openings {3, below
the top of the trousers so that it is concealed by
the body of the trousers. The lower, wider por-
tion 18, of member 14, is exposed at the front
of the shirt and it is formed with spaced button
holes 19 for engaging with trouser buttons (4
as will be clearly understood.

In the embodiment of the 1nvenu10n shown in
PFigs. 8 and 9, spaced elastic strips 28 are em-
ployed, each of these strips extending through
a button-hole like opening 2{ to provide a tab
portion 22 exposed on the outside of the shirt,
said tab portion being formed with a button hole

23 to engage with the trouser buttons 4 as will be -

understood. Each of the strips 20 is formed
with a pluralify of spaced button holes 24 for
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engaging with one or more buttons 25 secured
on the inside of the shirt. Each strip 20 may be
raised and lowered by engagement by any one of
the button holes 24 with button 25, according to
the height of the individual.

From the various structures disclosed, it will
be clear that a support for trousers is provided in
which over-the-shoulder supporters or suspend-
ers are completely eliminated, and in which the
kody of the shirt acts as a supporting element.
On the other hand, any great strain is removed
from the body of the shirt and is borne by the
elastic supporting members attached to the
shirt. The various elements suggested for en-
gaging with the buttons of the trousers are so
located that they are either completely covered
and concealed by the trousers or in unusual in-
stances, almost wholly concealed so that ahy ex-
posed portions of them will be unnoticeable. . The
supporters are extremely comfortable to wear and
may be removed instantly for washing of the
garment, and are particularly comfortable in
warm weather when the normal type of over-
the-shoulder supporter or suspender is found un-
comfortable in use.

While I have -suggested several embodiments
of the invention, it will be obvious that it may be
modified in many ways without departing from
the spirit of the invention.

What I claim is:

1. A trouser supporter comprising, a shirt or
similar outer garment, a flat fabric section hav-
ing means for detachably securing it to the rear
face of the shirt above the waist line of the trous-
ers-to be supported, said fabric section being pro-
vided with a plurality of angularly disposed slits,
an elastic loop member extending through and
Jaterally slidable through the slits, said lcop
member having a cenftral portion extending
through a spaced pair of said slits in the section,
said central portion of the loop member being
disposed between one face of the fabric section
and the rear face of the shirt, said loop member
having spaced looped ends extending through
two cf the spaced angular slits in the fabric sec-
tion, said looped ends projecting from between
opposed faces of the shirt and fabric section, the
shirt having spaced apertures, and portions of
the looped ends extending through said apertures
for engagement with suspender buttons on the
trousers to be supported. -

2. A trouser supporter comprising, a shirt or
similar outer garment, a flat fabric section hav-
ing fastener elements disposed on one of its faces,
co-operating fastener elements disposed on the
inside of the shirt above the waist line of the
trousers to be supported, said fabric section be-
ing provided with a plurality of slits, an elastic
loop. member sinuously extended through said
slits, said loop member having looped ends pro-
jecting from between opposed. faces of the shirt
and fabric section, the shirt having at least one
operture through which the looped ends of the
loop member extend for engagement with sus-
pender buttons on the trousets to be supported.
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