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STENT HAVING A MULTIPLICITY OF CLOSED CIRCULAR S'I'RUCTURES

A post-deployment stent structure for maintaing
patency of a vessel of a human body includes a
multiplicity of closed, generally circular rings
and a multiplicity of structures forming
longitudinals. The plane of each ring is generally
parallel to the plane of each adjacent ring. The
rings have a generally common longitudinal axis
which is perpendicular to the plane of each ring.
At least two of the rings are spaced apart from
each other. At least one longitudinal is fixed
attached to at least two of the rings. At least
one longitudinal is adapted to maintain an
essentially unchanged shape in the absence of the
multiplicity of generally circular rings.
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