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4. Cains. 

This invention relates to stringed instruments 
of the type which have a short finger board to 
be held downwards from the end of the instru 
ment which, on account of the StringS being 
tuned in thirds, requires only a few (3-5) frets, 
which suffice for forming chords in various Scales. 
Instruments of this kind have the disadvan 

tage that it is difficult to stop the Strings at the 
farthest frets with the little finger as quickly 
and surely as with the longer fingers of the 
hand, and this dificulty is overcoine by the 
present invention by moving back the frets with 
which the little finger is used. 

This is made possibie by the spaces between the 
frets being made to diminish from the lower to 
the higher strings, so that the longer fingers can 
easily control the more extended fretS (On the 
left hand side of the finger board), while the 
little finger can also easily control the fretS 
which are placed nearer together. 
This arrangement enables the player to ac 

quire great technique, and is also a most Suit 
able teaching medium for the small hands of 
School children. -- 
On account of this new arrangement of the 

frets, it is necessary to place, the bridge ob 
liquely on the instrument. This gives the fur 
ther advantage that the lower Strings have a 
normal length while the higher 

tightly. To each string, an octave string may 
be added which will stand the stretching neces 
sary on account of its shortneSS. - 
In the accompanying drawing Wherein an ap 

proved embodiment of the invention is illustrated: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the improved 

musical instrument. 
Fig. 2 is an enlarged detail diagrammatic view 

partly broken away showing the arrangement of 
the strings and frets of the instrument. 

Referring to the drawing in detail, the numeral 
5 indicates the hollow body. Of the improved in 
Strument which is tapered to Ward. One end and 
connected with the finger board 6 which latter 
is of short length as compared with the length 
of like parts of similar musical instruments as, 
for instance, banjos and mandolins. The end 
of the body opposite the finger board 6 is pro 
vided with adjustable pegs 7 to which the strings 
8 are secured and by which said strings may be 
tuned. A bridge piece 4 resting on the top of 
the body 5 Supports the StringS 8 in Suitably 
spaced relation thereto and the ends S of the 
strings opposite the pegs. 7 are knotted and Se 
cured on the extremity of the finger board 6. 

StringS are 
shortened so that they need not be stretched SO 
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Unlike Such stringed instruments as the guitar 
and mandolin with which the neck and finger 
board are grasped in the hand with the strings 
lying perpendicularly to the fingers, the extrem 
ity of the finger board of the present musical 
instrument is adapted to lie in the cupped palm 
Of the left hand in such manner that the fingers 
Overlie the Strings 8 and are disposed in sub 
Staintially parallei relation thereto. To increase 
the confort and facility of the use of the instru 
neint, the extremity 6a of the finger board over 
Which the strings 8 extend is preferably of semi 
Cylindrical form thus forming a part which inay 
I'est in the hand to support the instrument when 
in use. This hand rest, however, unlike the neck 
of other Stringed instruments, lies in a position 
perpendicular to the Strings and when posi 
tioned in the cupped hand of the performer, the 
natural position of the fingers of the hand bear 
a. Substantially parallel relation to the strings. 

Frets 9 are attached to the finger board 6 and 
aire arranged Within reach of the fingers of the 
hand receiving the rest 6d. and in Such converg 
ing planes that the spaces between the frets at 
the Side of the finger board which underlies the 
little finger are Smaller than the spaces between 
the portions of the frets underlying the index 
and middle finger. 
Tuning of the strings 8 to the desired pitch is 

effected by the proper adjustment of the pegs 7 
and the Strings at the side of the instrument 
which are engaged by the middle finger are tuned 
to the highest pitch of the open string range of 
the instrument and the succeeding strings are 
tuned, as desired, to a lower pitch. 
AS above Stated, the finger board to is of rela 

tively short length and the several frets 9 are so 
disposed as to fall within easy reach of the fin 
gers of the hand which loosely clasps the round 
ed extremity 6d. 
What, claim is: 
1. A musical instrument comprising a body, a 

finger board carried by Said body, Strings Secur3d 
to Said body and extending over the finger board, 
a hand rest member carried by the outer ex 
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tremity of Said finger board and disposed sub 
Stantially perpendicularly to said strings, and 
firetS On Said finger board under said strings as 
ranged within reach of the fingers of the player's 
hand when same is positioned on said hand rest 
ninenbei. - - 

2. A Yusical instrument comprising a body, 8, 
finger board carried by Said body, Strings secured 
to said body and extending over the finger board, 
a hand rest member carried by the outer ex 
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tremity of said finger board and disposed sub 
stantially perpendicularly to said strings, and 
frets on said finger board under said strings ar 
ranged within reach of the fingers of the player's 
hand when same is positioned on said hand rest 
member and in planes converging toward one side 
ef the finger board. 

3. A musical instrument comprising a body, a 
finger board carried by said body, strings secured 
to said body and extending over the finger board, 
a hand rest member carried by the outer ex 
tremity of said finger board and disposed sub 
stantially perpendicularly to said strings, and 
frets On said finger board under said strings ar 
ranged within reach of the fingers of the player's 
hand when same is positioned on said hand rest 
member, said hand rest member being constituted 
by the rounded extremity of the finger board. 

1,931,418 
4. A musical instrument comprising a body, a 

finger board carried by said body, strings secured 
to said body and extending over the finger board, 
a hand rest member carried by the outer ex 
tremity of said finger board and disposed sub 
Stantially perpendicularly to said strings, and 
frets on said finger board under said strings ar 
ranged within reach of the fingers of the player's 
hand when same is positioned on said hand rest 
member and in planes converging toward one side 
of the finger board, said hand rest member being 
constituted by the rounded extremity of the finger 
board and said strings being extended over said 
rounded extremity. 

GEORG STOSSEL. 
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