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UNITED STATES
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CAN-OPENER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 486,307, dated November 15, 1892.

Application filed June 30, 1892,

To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, FRANK A. VOGT, a citi-

“zen of the United States,and a resident of An-
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derson, in the county of Madison and State of
Indiana, haveinvented eertain new and useful
Improvements in Can-Cutters; and I do de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and
to letters of reference marked thereon, which
form a part of this specification.

Figure 1 of the drawings is a perspective
view. Fig. 2 is a top or plan view. Tig. 8is
a sectional view on line z.

The object of this inventionis to provide a
can-cutter of new and useful construction,
whereby it may be used with equal advantage
by both right and left handed persons, said
cutter also having the number of its cutting-
edges increased; and the invention consists

-in the novel construction and ecombination of

parts, all as hereinafter set forth.

In the accompanying drawings, the letter A
designates the handle portion of the cutter,
which may be of any convenientor approved
design. On the lower end of the shank B of
said handle portion are formed the prongs or
cutters C C, which are of equal length in par-
allel position and separated from each other
by a U-shaped interval orrecessa. Said cut-
ters are each of exactly the same form, taper-
ing to a point b and ground on each edge, as
shown at ¢ ¢, &c., forming four cutting-edges.
Theinner faces of the cutters are slightly con-
vex or rounded, as is the bottom wall of the re-
cessa, so as to freely slide onthe edgeof a can.

By forming the inner faces of the blades or
prongs convex the tool is capable of being
partially turned orrotated in its cutting path,
so that the cut may be made along a straight
oracurvedline, asmay be desired, there being
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sufficient space between the two prongs to
permit this movement. The cutting-edges
are also eontinued along the edges of the bot-
tom wall of the recess, so that the tool will
cut when inclined at almost any angle from
the perpendicular. The outer faces of the
blades also present smooth rounded surfaces,
rounding and tapering off to the shank, so as
to form no obstacle to the free movement of
the tool. :

It will be apparent that the tool as so con-
siructed may be used with equal facility by
both right and left handed persons; also, that
the tool is capableof a longer use, owing to
the plurality of the cutting-edges, whereby
when one becomes useless another may be
employed. Thecutterlyingagainstthe outer
wall of the can serves as the guard for the
onewhich isdoing the cutting whenever either
one is in use.

Having described this invention, what I
claim, and desire’to secure by Letters Patent,
is— :

The herein-described can-opener, having
the two parallel prongs or eutters C C,ground
each to a cufting-edge at each edge, said
prongs or cutters being separated from each
other by a U-shaped interval or recess, the
inner faces of said prongs and the bottom
wall of said recess being rounded or convex,

'so as to permit the rotation of the tool in cut-

ting and the outer faces of said prongs pre-
senting a smooth surface rounded and taper-

-ing to the shank, the cutting-edges of the

prongs being continuned along the edges of the
bottom wall of said recess and forming a con-
tinuous cutter, substantially as specified.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.
FRANK A. VOGT.
Witnesses:
THOMAS B. ORR,
BYRON MCMAHAN, -
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