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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
orantessars, or care, Linois. 

'; s "SAL-BOX. 

1,128,969. 
Tolhom it may concern: Be it known that I, CHARLEs E. GLAss, a 
citizen of the United States, residing at 
Cairo, in the sounty of Alexander, and State 

5 of Illinois, have invented certain new and 
liseful Improvements in Mail-Boxes, of 
which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to mail boxes and 

contemplates a box designed to be positioned 
between the inner and outer walls of a build 
ing and accessible from both the inside, and 
the outside of the building, the invention be 
ing particularly adapted for use in private 
residences. 
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5 provide a mail box of the above described 
characte capable ofradjustment both longi 
tudinally and transversely to the end that the 
width and length of the box may be varied 
to suit different walls as well as to conform 
to the spacing of the studding of said walls. 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide a mail box having diagonally dis 
posed openings, such openings being ar 
ranged 8n opposite sides of the box adjacent 
the ends thereof, one of said openings com 
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municating with the inside of the house and 
the other with the outside of the house. 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide a mailbox having slidable caps 
carrying doors opening into the box, such 
caps being adjustable to conform to wall 
coverings of different thicknesses. 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide a mail box so constructed as to give 
an alarm or warning upon the opening of 
the box from the exterior of the building in 
which the box is positioned. And a still fur 
ther object of this invention is to improve 
the construction and increase the efficiency 
of devices of the above described character. 
With these and other objects in view, the 
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invention will be more fully described, illus trated in the accompanying drawings, and then specifically pointed out in the claims 
which are attached to and form a part of 
this application. 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im 
proved mail box showing the parts thereof 

50 in assembled relation. Fig. 2 is a longitu 
dinally sectional view showing the box in 
position within a wall. 
verse sectional view taken on the line 33 of 
Fig. 2. 
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55 ranged upon the outer door of the box. Fig. 

specification of Letters Patent. 

Sup 
of the wall of a building and is designed to 

The primary object of the invention is to 

Fig. 3 is a trans 

Fig. 4 is a detailed plan view show 
ing the catch and electrical connections ar.-- 

Pateated Feb. 16, 1915. 
Applieation filed January 12, 1914. Serial No. 811,656. 

5 is a perspective view showing the inside of 
one of the door caps. Fig 6 is a diagram 
matic view showing the alarm system used 
in connection with my invention, the latches 
being in perspective. 

Corresponding and like parts are referred 
to in the following description and indicated 
in all the views of the drawings by the same 
reference characters, 
My improved mail box is designed to be 
ported between the inner and outer faces 

be conveniently located as for instance, near 
the front door of the building. Referring to the drawings, in which I 
have illustrated the preferred embodiment 
of my invention, the numeral 10 desi 
the body portion of the mail box, which is 
preferably made in four sections slidable 
one upon the other and which are arranged 
in diagonally disposed pairs, one pair be 
ing designated 11 and other pair 12. These 
sections are preferably formed from suitable 
sheet metal and each includes side walls, a 
bottom wall and one end wall the sections of 
each pair being identical. The sections are 
assembled as illustrated in Fig. 1 of the 
drawings with their free edges over-lapping 
and are designed to telescope one upon the 
other. As will be readily obvious, the bod 
portign of the boxnay be in this way, ad 
justed bothin width and length, to accom 
modate the box to walls wherein the spacing 
is different between the inner and outer faces 
thereof as well as to walls wherein the spac 
ing of the studding is different. The over lapping edges of the several sections may be 
secured by small screws designated 13, said 
screws being received in slots i4 formed into 
said sections. 
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In Fig. 2 of the drawings have illus 
trated the box in position within a wall, 15 
designating the outer face of the wall and 
16 designating the inner face of the wall. 
As shown, the body portion of the box is ex 
tended to fit snugly between the inner faces of the wall facings 15 and 16, similar ad 
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justment of the box being effected longitu 
ainally so that the body portion 10 thereof 
may be received between the studding desig 
nated 17. Apertures 18 are preferably 
formed in the side walls of the sections 11 
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and 12, said apertures not only preventing . 
diet from collecting within the body por 
tion of the box but allowing the passage of 
air between the walls of the builuing. 
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One wall 19 of each of the sections 11 is 
cut away adjacent the outer corner of the 
section to provide an opening 20, there be 
ing a laterally disposed and out Wardly ex 
tending flange 21 formed on the wall 19 ad 
jacent to said opening, said flange being de 
signed to engage a flange 22 formed on one 
side of a face plate 23. 
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The flange 22 is designed to surround the 
opening 20, bearing against the adjacent 
side walls of each of the sections 11 and 
forming with the plate 23 a closure for the 
opening 20 of each of the sections 11. The 
caps 24 are each adjustable upon the sec 
tions 11, the portion of the flange 22 of each 
cap bearing against the flange 21, being cut 
away to allow for the movement of the cap. 
In this way the caps may be adjusted upon 
the body portion 10 of the box to accommo 
date wall facings of varied thicknesses so 
that one face plate 23 will lie flush with the 
outer face of the wall while the other face 
plate is disposed flush with the inner face 
of the wall. Each overlapping flange 22 
may be secured to the contiguous wall of the 
adjacent section 11 in any suitable manner 
as by small screws as shown. Each plate 23 is provided with a door 
opening and carries a suitable door 25, the 
said doors swinging in opposite directions. 
It may here be further noted that in con 
structing the improved mail box as above 
described, the openings in the box are dis posed adjacent the opposite longitudinal 
ends thereof thus making it difficult for any 
one tampering with the box to reach one 
door through the other door opening to dis 
turb the electrical connection. 

Each door 25 is provided with a suitable 
sliding catch 26 mounted in U shaped guides 
27 which are laterally bent adjacent their 
extremities and secured to the inner faces 
of the plates 23, a similar guide 28 being 
secred to the inner face of the door. Each 
latch 26 is provided with a stem 29 which 
extends through the slot 30 formed in each 
of the face plates 23 said stem terminating. 
in a head and being adapted to operate the 
latch 26 in each instance. 

In order to notify the occupants of the 
hoise in which the mail box is placed that 
the postman has deposited mail within the 
box, I have provided a suitable alarm sys 
tem. Accordingly, I have arranged upon 
the inner faces of the plates 23 adjacent 
each catch 26 spring contacts 31 each of 
which is secured at one extremity to the 
face of the adjacent plate 23 by a screw 32, 
said screw serving as a binding post. The 
outer extremities of the contacts 31 are longi. 
tndinally bowed to extend outwardly from 
the adjacent face of each of the plates 23 
and it is to be here noted that the said con 
tacts 31 are reversely disposed. 
Arranged upon the inner faces of the plates 

23 adjacent the outer extremities of the con 
tacts 31 are binding posts 33 and arranged 
upon each catch 26 is a laterally extending 
longitudinally bowed arm 3-4 adapted to 
bear against the adjacent spring contact 31. 
A wire 35 connects one of the contacts 33 

with a bell conveniently shown at 36, a wire 
37 leads from the opposite side of the bell 
to a battery, a wire 3S leads from the bat 
tery to the contact 33 arranged adjacent the 
inner door and a wire 40 connects the inner 
and outer spring contacts 31. 
Eron the above description in connection 

with the accomarrying drawings the opera 
tion of the alarm system which I employ in 
connection with ny improved mail box will 
be obvious. The inner door of the box be 
ing closed, the circuit at this point will be 
completed by the spring contact 31 which 
is held against the inner contact 33 by the 
arm 34 carried by the inner catch 20. When 
the outer door is opened, the outer arm 34 
will press the outer contact 31 into engage 
nent with the outer contact 33 thus coin 
pleting the circuit and ringing the bell. It 
will the refore be seen that when the outer 
catch is operated to open the outer door, the 
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circuit will be completed and the bell will 
ring. If for any reason the postuman wishes 
to call an occupant of the hoise to the mail 
box, the bell will continue to ring so long 
as the outer door is left open and as soon 
as the inner door is opened, the circuit will. 
of course, be broken. It will therefore be 
seen, that I provide a very simple and effi 
cient structure for the purpose set forth 
such as may be adjusted to fit various walls 
and such as lay be readily manufactured 
and it upon the market. The invention 
can, of coli'se, be produced in various sizes 
and can be positioned within the walls of 
residences without marring the appearance 
of the building. Attention is further called 
to the fact that the sections forming the 
body portion of my improved box are inter 
changeable. Thus, the sections 11 may be 
positioned opposite each other, in which 
osition the closures carried by the said 

sections will be oposile; disposed, with 
the Sections 2 also arranged liposite each 
other. In thus arranging the sections, as 
ilist above described, one of the sections 11 
as well as one of the Sections 12 will, of 
course, be 'eversed fron the position shown 
in Fig. 1 of the drawings. This inter 
changeability of the sections of my im 
roved box is a very important feature of 

advantage since it makes the box adaptable 
to conform to wall constructions, under a 
great variety of circumstances. 

flying thus described the invention, 
what is clailed as new is: 

1. A device of the character described in 
cluding a lody portion formed in sections, 
the free edges of said sections overlapping 
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and slidable upon each other, the sections being arranged in diagonally disposed pairs 
and one pair of said sections being formed 
with openings, and closures for said open 
lings 3. A device of the character described in 
cluding a body portion formed in sections 
arranged irr pairs and slidably mounted 
upon each other, one pair of sections being 
provided with openings, and closures for 
said openings." . 

3. A device of the character described in 
cluding a body, portion formed in sections 
arranged in pairs, the free edges of said 
sections overlapping, one pair of sections 
having openings formed therein adjacent . 
opposite longitudinal ends of the body por 
tion, a laterally disposed flange formed on 
each of said sections adjacent said openings, 
and closures for the openings, each of said 
clostres including a face plate having a lat 
efully extending flange, formed thereon 
adapted to surround the opening formed 
in the adjacent section, said flange bearing 
against the adjacent walls of the sections 
and engaging the flange formed thereon. 

4. A device of the character, described in 
cluding a bodiv portion formed in sections 
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arranged in pairs and slidably mounted 
upon each other, one pair of said sections 
being provided with openings, and closures 
for said openings, said closures each includ. 
ing a face plate, a door hingedly connected 
to said plate, and a latch carried by the 
plate and engaging the door. - 
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5. A device of the character described in cluding a body portion formed in sections 
arranged in pairs, said sections having their 
free edges overlapping and being slidably 
mounted upon each other, diagonally oppo 
site sections being identical and one pair of 
said sections being formed with openings, 
and a closure for each of said openings. 

6. A device of the character described in 
cluding a body portion formed in sections 
arranged in pairs and slidably mounted 
upon each other, the free edges of said sec 
tions overlapping and one pair of said sec. 
tions being formed with openings, laterally 
extending flanges formed on said pair of 
sections, and closures for said openings, each 
of, said closures including a face plate 
formed with a laterally extending flange, 
one portion of which is cut-away and dis 
posed to engage the flange formed on the 
ada cent section. 

7. A device of the character described in 
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cluding a plurality of interchangeable tele 
scopic sections arranged in pairs and com 
municating with each other, each of said 
sections having one open side and end, and 
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certain of said sections being provided with 
openings, and closures for said openings. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

CELARLES.E. GLASS. L. s. 
Witnesses: 

J. F. C. BERBLING, 
MIGNoNNE CoMINGs. 


