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57 ABSTRACT 

A shelf unit with a spring in a communication system 
includes a front plate having a fixing portion and a projecting 
portion with a recessed portion backwardly extended at both 
ends thereof. respectively, and a spring inserted into the 
projecting portion of the front plate. The spring having a 
substantial v-shaped configuration includes a plurality of 
spring members defined in a predetermined size at one side 
thereof and a body integrally formed at the other side 
thereof. Each of the spring members includes an elastic 
portion having a bending portion inwardly bent at an end 
thereof and a compressing portion provided within the 
elastic portion and inwardly bent relative to the elastic 
portion, thereby allowing the compressing portion to be 
tightly fitted into the recessed portion. The compressing 
portion further includes an abutment portion upwardly bent 
at the end of the compressing portion and downwardly bent 
about the bent portion thereof, thereby allowing the spring 
to be easily inserted along the projecting portion. The elastic 
portion is biased by coming into a contact with the fixing 
portion of the right side unit, thereby preventing electro 
magnetic waves from being radiated through a gap between 
the neighboring units. 

4 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets 
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SHELF UNT WITH A SPRING FOR USE IN 
A RACK FOR STORING A 
COMMUNICATION SYSTEM 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a shelf unit with a spring 
for use in a rack for storing a communication system; and, 
more particularly, to a shelf unit with a spring capable of 
shielding electromagnetic waves of a shelf. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PRIOR ART 

As is well known, a rack for storing a communication 
system consists of a plurality of shelves, each of the shelves 
being capable of accommodating a number of units, each of 
the units being disposed with a number of electronic parts. 
There is shown in FIG. 1 a typical shelf 10 comprising 

four frames 20 transversely disposed attops and bottoms of 
a front portion and a rear portion thereof, respectively, a pair 
of side plates 2 fixed at right and left ends of the four frames 
20, respectively, and a back plate 4 disposed at the rear 
portion of the shelf 10, to thereby form a hexahedron. On the 
other hand, a plurality of guide rails 14 are mounted inside 
of the tops and the bottoms of the four frames 20 at regular 
intervals between the side plates 2. 
A number of units 30 are detachably inserted into each of 

the guide rails 14 of the shelf 10, each of the units 30 being 
regularly spaced apart. The unit 30 includes a printed circuit 
board 12, a front plate 16, and a unit connector 8 connected 
to a connector 6 disposed on the back plate 4. A gap 18 is 
formed between the adjacent front plates 16. The unit 30 
further includes an ejector 22 mounted at a top and a bottom 
of the front plate 16 in order to easily connect and disconnect 
the unit connector 8 with the connector 6. 

In general, various electromagnetic waves are radiated 
during the operation of the communication system, includ 
ing electromagnetic waves which cause electromagnetic 
interference("EMI"). One of the major shortcomings of the 
conventional shelf as described above is that the shelf is 
incapable of shielding the electronic waves within the shelf 
as a result of the presence of the gap between the adjacent 
front plates of the units as shown in FIG. 1. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is, therefore, a primary object of the invention to 
provide a shelf unit with a spring for use in a rack for storing 
a communication system, which is capable of effectively 
shielding electromagnetic waves. 
The above and other objects of the present invention are 

accomplished by providing a shelf unit with a spring for use 
in a rack for storing a communication system, the shelf unit 
comprising: 

afront plate having a fixing portion for mounting a printed 
circuit board and a projecting portion backwardly 
extended at both ends thereof, respectively, the project 
ing portion having a recessed portion; 

a spring having a v-shaped configuration and inserted into 
the projecting portion of the front plate, wherein the 
spring includes a plurality of spring members defined in 
a predetermined size at one side thereof and a body 
integrally formed at the other side thereof, each of the 
spring members including an elastic portion having a 
bending portion inwardly bent at an end thereof, an 
inner portion of the elastic portion being cut out so as 
to form a rim at an edge thereof, and a compressing 
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2 
portion provided within the elastic portion and 
inwardly bent relative to the elastic portion. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The above and other objects, features and advantages of 
the present invention will become apparent from the fol 
lowing detailed description, when taken in conjunction with 
the accompanying drawings, in which: 

FIG. 1 shows a perspective view of a conventional shelf 
for storing a communication system; 

FIG. 2 represents a perspective view of a shelf having an 
inventive shelf unit with a spring in accordance with the 
present invention; 

FIG. 3 provides apartially cut out perspective view of the 
spring in FIG. 2; 

FIG. 4 describes a partially sectional view showing the 
spring inserted into the shelf unit of FIG. 2; 

FIG. 5 illustrates a detailed view of the portion within the 
circle in FIG. 4; and 

FIG. 6 offers a schematic plan view showing a condition 
for shielding electric waves in the shelf unit with the spring 
in accordance with the present invention and FIG 6A is a 
partial enlarged view of FIG 6. 

DETALED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Referring now to FIG. 2, there is shown an inventive shelf 
unit with a spring in accordance with a preferred embodi 
ment of the invention. The shelf unit 50 shown therein 
includes a front plate 32 having a fixing portion 34 (in FIG. 
6) and a projecting portion 36 inwardly extended at right and 
left ends of the front plate 32, respectively, and a spring 40 
fitted onto the projecting portion 36 of the front plate 32. In 
FIG. 6, the projecting portion 36 of the front plate 32 is 
provided with a recessed portion 38 thereon. 
As shown in FIGS. 3 to 5, the spring 40 having a 

substantially v-shaped configuration includes a body 44 and 
a plurality of spring members 42 connected at one end and 
arranged in line along the body. Each of the spring members 
42 includes an elastic portion 46 having an inwardly bending 
end portion 47 thereof, an inner portion of the elastic portion 
46 being cut out so as to form a rim at an edge thereof, and 
a compressing portion 48 provided between the elastic 
portion 46 and the body 44 and inwardly bent relative to the 
elastic portion 46, thereby allowing the compressing portion 
48 to be tightly fitted into the recessed portion 38 of the 
projecting portion 36. 

Further, it is preferable that the body 44 and the each of 
the spring members 42 further include a plurality of protru 
sions 45 formed at the outer surface thereof and as shown in 
FIGS. 3 and 5 a pair of protrusions 45 formed on the rim 
adjacent to the bending portion 47, respectively. 
As best shown in FIG. 6, a printed circuit board 12 is 

mounted by a fastening means 70 to the fixing portion 34 of 
the front plate 32. 
On the other hand, the compressing portion 48 of each of 

the spring members 42 further includes an abutment portion 
43 bent at the end of the compressing portion 48 in such a 
manner that the spring 40 is allowed to be easily inserted 
along the projecting portion 36 of the front plate 32. 
When the spring 40 in accordance with the present 

invention is fitted onto the projecting portion 36 of the front 
plate 32, the compressing portion 48 of each of the spring 
members 42 is tightly fitted into the recessed portion 38 of 
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the projecting portion 36 and the elastic portion 46 of each 
of the spring members 42 is biased by coming into a contact 
with the fixing portion 34 of the adjacent right side unit 40. 
As a result, electromagnetic waves are prevented from 
penetrating through the gap 18 between the neighboring 
units 50. At this time, the contacting force thereof is effec 
tively improved by the protrusions 45 formed at the outer 
surface of the body 44 of the spring members 42 and the 
protrusions 45 formed on the rim adjacent to the bending 
portion 47 as shown in FIG. 6A. Further, the bending portion 
47 of the elastic portion 46 is inwardly bent at an end 
thereof, thereby preventing the printed circuit board 12 from 
being damaged due to the contact of the bending portion 47 
therewith during the insertion of the spring 40. 

Although the invention has been shown and described 
with respect to the preferred embodiments, it will be under 
stood by those skilled in the art that certain changes and 
modifications may be made without departing from the spirit 
and scope of the invention as defined in the following 
claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A shelf unit for use in a rack for storing a communi 

cation system, the shelf unit comprises: 
an elongated front plate having a fixing portion for 

mounting a printed circuit board and a projecting 
portion backwardly extended at both lateral edges 
thereof, respectively, the projecting portion having a 
recessed portion; and 

a spring having a substantially V-shaped configuration, 
the spring includes one side of said V-shaped configu 
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ration defining a body and the opposite side of said 
V-shaped configuration defining a plurality of spring 
members connected to and arranged along the body, 
each of the spring members including an elastic portion 
having a bending portion inwardly bent at an end 
thereof toward said body, and a compressing portion 
provided between the elastic portion and the body and 
further inwardly bent relative to the elastic portion 
toward said body, wherein the projecting portion is 
interposed between the body and the compressing 
portion of the spring and the elastic portion is adapted 
to be biased by coming into contact with the fixing 
portion of an adjacent front plate, to prevent electro 
magnetic waves from penetrating through a gap 
between neighboring front plates. 

2. The shelf unit according to claim 1, wherein the 
compressing portion of each of the spring members further 
includes an abutment portion bent away from said body at 
the end of the compressing portion and inwardly bent about 
the bent portion thereof, toward said body thereby allowing 
the compressing portion to be tightly fitted into the recessed 
portion of the projecting portion. 

3. The shelf unit according to claim 1, wherein the body 
and the spring members further include a plurality of pro 
trusions formed at the outer surface thereof. 

4. The shelf unit according to claim 3, wherein each 
spring member comprises a pair of protrusions formed on a 
rim portion adjacent to the bending portion. 
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