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This invention relates to a device for exhibit 
ing transparencies. 

Transparencies have for some time been used 
for the purpose of exhibiting objects where it 
has been impracticable to exhibit the objects 
themselves. Transparencies that depict not only 
the object but also its colors have recently been 
developed to a high degree of perfection. This 
development makes it possible for a merchandise 
establishment, for instance, to exhibit true re 
productions of the merchandise that it has for 
sale, not only from the point of view of form, but 
also of color. As it is oftentimes desirable, and 
indeed necessary, to exhibit this merchandise at 
locations remote from the merchandise itself, the 
color transparencies admirably serve this pur 
pOSe. 
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For instance, a merchandise establishment . 
Selling blankets, carpets or the like, is enabled, 
by the use of these color transparencies, to ex 
hibit to prospective customers a true representa 
tion of the blankets or carpets, not only from the 
point of view of design, but also color. 
Of course the exhibition of these transparencies 

at various locations remote from the articles 
themselves necessitates the transportation of the 
transparencies and their repeated exhibiting. 
The conditions under which this exhibiting takes 
place of course vary, particularly with the kind 
and value of the light. 

It has heretofore been usual to place the trans 
parency against a Window in order to obtain the 
necessary light for viewing. It will be realized 
that the character and intensity of Such light Will 
vary. At times this type of transparency is 
viewed by placing it in close proximity to a source 
of artificial light, but here again the character 
and intensity of the light varies with a generally 
unsatisfactory result, because of the fact that the 
various lightS affect the transparency in different 
Ways and a consistent exhibition is thus not ob 
tained. 
The present invention has for an object to ex 

hibit the transparencies under the same condi 
tions of light, regardless of the location of the ex 
hibition. 

It is a further object of the invention to pro 
wide an exhibition device Which is So constructed 
that the transparencies may be successively and 
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easily exhibited, and which will be protected dur- 50 
ing transportation to different locations for ex 
hibition, and during such exhibition. 
I have illustrated one form of an embodiment 

of the invention in the drawing, but it is to be 
understood that I am not to be confined to that 55 

means so constructed that carriers may 

particular form, except insofar as is necessitated 
by the claims. 

In the drawing: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of an embodiment 

Of my invention; 
Figure 2 is an enlarged sectional view on the 

line. 2-2 of Figure 1; and 
Figure 3 is a fragmentary view of the source of 

light. 
Referring now to the form of the invention 

illustrated in the drawing, a case consisting of two 
members and 2 is provided. These members 
are hinged together at 3. I have illustrated this 
case as of the type where the two hinged members 
are foldable to complete the case and are Secured 
together by a zipper 4, but it is to be understood 
that this particular form of case is not essential 
as its construction may be varied without affect 
ing the invention. 
Adjacent and preferably in line with the hinge 

3 a plurality of transparency carriers 5 are hing 
edly mounted, these carriers being adapted to 
Support transparencies 6. 

In the form of the invention illustrated I have 
shown split rings on which the transparency 
carriers 5 may be mounted so that they may lie 
within the case member or the case member 2, 
as illustrated in Figure 1 at 8 and 9 respectively, 
or they may be maintained in an upstanding posi 
tion as represented in Figure 1 by the carrier 5. 
Of course the form of the means for hingedly 

attaching the transparency carriers 5 to the case 
is not essential, but it is desirable to have this 

be at 
tached and removed as desired. 
A lamp C is mounted in one of the case mem 

bers, for instance, and is attachable to a source 
of electric supply by the usual wire and plug if 
and 2 respectively. 
This lamp O is preferably cylindrical in form 

and of greater length than the transparency it 
self. It is also preferably of a light diffusing type. 
In order that a carrier 5 with its transparency 

6 may be supported in an upright position in 
front of the lamp fo so that the transparency 
may be conveniently viewed, I have provided a 
detent 3 which is hinged at 4 to the case. The 
free end of this detent is bent at 5 toward the 
path of movement of the edge of the carrier 5 
which edge may be reinforced as at f6, for in 
stance. This inwardly turned portion 5 of the 
detent is provided with a notch in which the 
edge of the carrier 5 may be seated to thus main 
tain the carrier in its upright position in front 
of the lamp O. The inwardly turned end f 5 of 



2 
the detent is normally urged toward the path of 
movement of the edge of the carrier 5 by a spring 
pressed plunger f3 which is part of a standard 
plunger type of electrical Switch 9. This SWitch 
is interpolated in the wire and the automatic 
movement of the plunger 8 under the influence 
of its actuating spring 8 normally maintains the 
electric circuit to the lamp incomplete. However, 
when the carrier is moved into its upright posi 
tion and forces the detent 3 outWardly about its 
hinge 6, the plunger 8 is actuated and coin 
pletes the electric circuit to the lanp through 
the switch blades 8'. 
On the other hand, when the detent 3 is 

freed from the carrier 5, the plunger 8 will be 
permitted, under the influence of its Spring, to 
move and break the circuit. 
In order that the engagement and disengage 

ment of the carrier 5 with the detent f3 may 
be automatic, I have provided the inwardly turned i 
portion 5 of the carrier with cam faces 9 and 
20 on which the edge of the carrier rides when 
it is moved from a flat position on either of the 
case members or 2 into its upright position 
and into the notch . The notch is also pro 
vided with can faces 2 Which enable the carrier 
to be moved toward either of the Case members 
or 2 and to automatically disengage the detent 

from its edge by forcing it OutWardly about its 
pivot 4. 
In the form of the invention illustrated the 

movement of the detent 3 into the path of move 
ment of the edge of the carrier 5 is limited by an 
abutment 22, so that the cams 9, 2) and 2 will 
always be properly positioned in respect to the 
edge of the carrier. 
Of course it is to be understood that the SWitch 

9 with its plunger 8 may be entirely eliminated 
if desired, and in such event the detent 3 will 
be maintained in its proper positions by means 
of a Suitable Spring. 

It will be realized that With this construction 
the transparencies with their carriers, the lamp, 
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the Wire and the plug, may be housed Within the . 
case and thus protected during transportation. 

Furthermore, the transparencies themselves 
will be protected because of the fact that they are 
mounted on the carriers 5 and thus need never 
be handled during exhibition. 
Moreover the lamp 0, as stated, is of a light 

diffusing type and preferably of an elongated 
cylindrical form, and will, When the transparen 
cies are being exhibited, be a definite and con 
sistent distance from the transparencies and the 
Value of the light Will always be the same, So. 
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that a true exhibition of the design and color 
of the objects that are depicted on the trans 
parency may be had. 
What I claim is: 
1. A device for exhibiting transparencies in 

cluding a case having hinged cover members, a 
transparency carrier hinged to the cover nenbers 
adjacent their hinge and adapted to lie Within 
either of the cover members, a lamp mounted in 
One Of the COver members remote from the hinge, 
Substantially parallel. With the axis thereof and 
at least coextensive with the length of the trans 
parency, and means for automatically arresting 
the movement of the transparency carrier as it 
is moved from one cover member toward the 
Other and for Supporting the carrier in a pre 
determined position in relation to the lamp. 

2. A device for exhibiting transparencies in 
cluding a case having hinged cover members, a 
tranSparency carrier hinged to the cover mem 
bers adjacent their hinge and adapted to lie with 
in either of the cover members, a lamp mounted 
in One of the cover members remote from the 
hinge, Substantially parallel with the axis thereof 
and at least coextensive with the length of the 
transparency, means for automatically arresting 
the movement of the transparency carrier as it is 
moved from One cover member toward the other 
and for Supporting the carrier in a predetermined 
position in relation to the lamp, said means in 
cluding a Spring-pressed detent having cam faces 
adapted to engage the edge of the carrier to 
effectuate the engagement of the detent with the 
Carle, 

3. A device for exhibiting transparencies in 
cluding a case having hinged cover members, a 
transparency carrier hinged to the cover mem 
bers adjacent their hinge and adapted to lie 
Within either of the cover members, a lamp 
InOUnited in One of the cover members remote 
from the hinge, Substantially parallel with the 
axis thereof and at least coextensive with the 
length of the transparency, a detent pivotally 
mounted in the case and adapted to engage the 
edge of the transparency carrier, a plunger op 
erated SWitch for the lamp including a spring 
adapted to move the plunger to break the lamp 
circuit and to simultaneously move the detent 
into the path of movement of the edge of the 
transparency carrier whereby when said carrier 
is moved to engage the detent the switch will be 
closed and when the carrier is moved away from 
the detent the switch will be automatically opened. 

JOHN ADAMS DAVIS. 


