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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, CUrRTIS H. HODGKINS, a
citizen of the United States residing at Nor th-
east Harbor, in the county of Hancoek and
State of Maine, have invented a new and use-
ful Folding T(Lble of which the following is
a speciﬁoation.

This invention relates to improvements in
folding tables.

The object of the presentinvention is to im-
prove the construction of folding tables and
to provide asimple, inexpensive, and efficient
one which may be compactly folded when not
in use and which may be qmckly arranged for
use.

A furthel object of the invention is to im-
prove the construction of the locking device
for retaining the parts in their operative po-
sition and to provide simple and efficient
means for accomplishing this result adapted
to be quickly engaged with the legs and capa-
ble of being retained in such engagement by

.the weight of the top of the tableand its con-

tents, so that there will be no liability of the
table accidentally collapsing.

The invention consists in the construction
and novel combination and arrangement of
parts, as hereinafter fully desecribed, illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings, and
pointed out in the.claims hereto appended.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective:

view of a folding table constructed in accord-
ance with this mventmn the top beingslightly
elevated to show the 100]{1110' devices. Fig. 2
is a vertical sectional view showing the parts
of the table in position for use. Fig. 3 is a
side elevation of the table, the parts being
folded.

Like numerals of reference designate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures of the draw-
ings.

1 and 2 designate legs arranged in pairs,
the members of each pair being connected
near their lower ends by transverse bars 3
and being centrally connected to the mem-
bers of the adjacent pair by pivots 4. The
upper ends of the legs 1 are hinged to a trans-
verse cleat 5, which is secured to the lower
face of a table -top 6, and the otheér legs 2 are
connected at their upper ends by a cross-bar
7, which is provided near its ends with per-
forations 8, adapted to be engaged by round

‘progeemons or lurrs 90f plates 10. 'The plates

10, which are alrantred on the lower face of
the table-top at points diametrically opposite
the cleat 5, are perforated for the reception
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of screws or other suitable fastening devices,

and the projections or lugs 9 are offset from
the lower face of the table-top.

" The table is locked in its position for use by
sliding the cross-bar 7 into engagement with
thelugs or projections 9, which enter the per-
forations 8, and as the legs 2 are disposed at
an inclination their upper ends rise slightly
in withdrawing the cross-bar 7 from the plates

10, so that the weight of the table-top and the

contents operates to retain the cross-barin en-
gagemeént with the lugs or projections and
prevents the table from accidentally collaps-
ing. . After thelegs2 are disengaged from the
plates 10 their upper ends are swung down-
ward against the lower ends of the 1e°"s 1, and
the table-top, which is hinged to the upper
ends of the latter, is adapted to fold against
the legs, as clearly illustrated in Fig. 3 of the
accompanying drawings.

" The top of the table may be strengthened

.by a longitudinal cleat 11, disposed centrally

of the top, at the lower face thereof, and ar-
ranged between the plates 10. -When this
longitudinal cleat is employed, the cross-bar 7
is correspondingly recessed at 12 to receive
the cleat,which alsosupportsthelegs 2 against
lateral movement and serves as a <rmde for
them.

It will be seen that the table possesses the
following advantages:

The 1001(1]:10' meehamsm is simple, strong,
and compara‘mvely inexpensive in construe-
tion.  Itiseasily manipulated, and thereisno
liability of the table accidentally collapsing,
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as the weight upon the top of the table oper- -

ates in a measure to retain the cross-bar in en-
gagement with the lugs of the plates.

The table may be quickly and compactly
folded when it is not.in use, and it is readily

.unfolded and arranged for use.

- Changes in the form, proportion, and minor
details of construction may be resorted to
without departing from the spirit or saerific-

ing any of the advantages of this 1nvent10n :

What I claim js—
1. Afolding table comprising a top, the op-
positely—inclined legs arranged in pairs and
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centrally pivoted together, the upper ends of
one pair of legs being hinged to the top, a
cross-bar connecting the upper ends of the
other pair of legs and provided with a perfo-
ration, and a plate secured to the lower face
of the table-top and provided with an in-
wardly-extending projection or pin arranged
to engage the perforation of the cross-bar, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose desecribed.

2. A folding table comprising a top, the op-
positely-inclined legs arranged in pairs and
centrally pivoted together, the upper ends of
one pair being hinged to the top, a cross-bar

conneeting the upper ends of the other pair |

and provided with perforations and having a

recess between them, plates secured to the
lower face of the top and having inwardly-ex-
tending projections engaging the perforations
of the cross-bar, and a longitudinal cleat
mounted on: the: lower:face of the top, ar-
ranged between said plates and fitting in the
recess of the cross-bar, substantially as de-
seribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my:own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

: CURTIS H. HODGKINS.

Witnesses:

C. C. PERRY,
Mrs. C. C. PERRY.
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