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This invention relates to an ear protector and more 
specifically provides a sanitary, disposable ear protector 
for use by beauticians. 

Normally, it is the practice of beauticians, following 
shampoos, to dry the wet hair through the use of a 
Suitable dryer. These dryers are usually constructed so 
as to provide a blast of heated air onto the hair for 
quicker drying. Usually, some type of ear protector is 
positioned over the ear after the hair net has been placed 
over the hair for protecting the ear from the blast of 
hot air. It is common practice among beauticians to re 
use this ear protector and the unsanitary conditions 
caused by this re-use are undesirable. Therefore, it is 
the primary object of the present invention to provide 
the beautician trade with a sanitary, disposable, inexpen 
Sive, and easily adjustable ear protector of a material 
which will provide insulation from the heat at such a 
Small cost that re-use of the protector will be impractical. 
Another object of this invention is to provide an ear 

protector that may be constructed of cellular fibrous ma 
terial or other suitable fluffed materials having the neces 
Sary qualities of insulation and small cost necessary for 
a device of this type. 

These, together with other objects and advantages 
which will become subsequently apparent reside in the 
details of construction and operation as more fully here 
inafter described and claimed, reference being had to the 
accompanying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein 
like numerals refer to like parts throughout and in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing the ear protector 
of the present invention in position on the ear with a hair 
net placed thereover for drying of the hair; 

Figure 2 is a sectional view taken substantially along 
Section line 2-2 of Figure 1 showing the relationship 
between the components of the ear protector and the 
wearer's ear; 

Figure 3 is a top plan view showing the ear protector 
of the present invention prior to its installation on the 
wearer's ear; and 

Figure 4 is an end view showing the relationship of 
the component parts of the ear protector when in its 
folded or installed position. 

Referring now specifically to the drawings, it will be 
seen that the numeral 10 generally designates the ear pro 
tector of the present invention for positioning over the 
ear 12 on the head 14 of a person having her hair dried. 
Normally a hair net 16 is positioned over the hair for 
retaining the hair in desired position while drying and 
also is positioned over the ear protector 10 for assisting 
the ear 12 in retaining the ear protector 10 in position. 
The ear protector 10 includes the main body portion 
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18 which is a sheet of material of substantially circular 
form with a tab 20 secured at one point on the circum 
ference of the sheet of material 18. A scored fold-line 
22 is positioned between the tab 20 and the sheet of 
material 18 wherein the tab 20 may be bent or folded in 
either direction about the fold line 22. One longitudinal 
edge of the tab 26 is generally concave as indicated by the 
numeral 24 and the other longitudinal edge is generally 
convex as indicated by the numeral 26. The tab 28) is 
also provided with an outer edge 28 which lies substantial 
ly perpendicular to the edges 24 and 26. As shown in 
Figure 4, the tab 20 is reversely bent as indicated by the 
numeral 30 which is substantially along the scored fold 
line into a parallel position in relation to the sheet 18 and 
spaced therefrom for receiving the main body portion of 
the ear 12 between the tab 26 and the sheet of material 18. 
The concave longitudinal edge 24 of the tab 20 encircles 
and engages the main body portion of the ear 12 sub 
stantially as shown in Figure 2 wherein the action of 
the tab 26 engaging the main body portion of the ear 
12 and terminating between the main body portion of 
the ear 12 and the head 14 will securely retain the ear 
protector it on the ear with the main sheet 18 covering 
the ear and protecting the ear from contact with the hot 
air used in drying the hair. 

In the specific embodiment as illustrated, the main 
body portion is substantially circular and the score line 
represents a flattened edge thereof. However, it will be 
understood that the device may be constructed of any 
suitable shape such as semi-circular or elliptical and the 
tab dimensions may be altered to fit the various needs 
of a beautician. The ear protector 10 may be constructed 
of cellular fibrous material or other suitable fluffed ma 
terials wherein the product would consist of multiple 
layers or thicknesses of the material and the cost would 
be retained at a minimum, thereby making the re-use of 
the device economically impractical, thereby enhancing 
the sanitary conditions employed in a beautician's salon. 
In operation, the main sheet 18 is placed over the ear 12 
and the tab 20 is bent to a parallel and spaced position 
substantially shown in Figure 4 wherein the sheet 18 
is retained on the ear 12. The tab 20 will be bent in one 
Way for the left ear and in the other direction for the 
right ear thereby forming a device that is universally 
adaptable for either ear and various sized and shaped 
CaS 

From the foregoing, the construction and operation 
of the device will be readily understood and further 
explanation is believed to be unnecessary. However, since 
numerous modifications and changes will readily occur 
to those skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the 
invention to the exact construction shown and described, 
and accordingly, all Suitable modifications and equiva 
lents may be resorted to, falling within the scope of the 
appended claim. 
What is claimed as new is as follows: 
An ear protector constructed of cellular fibrous ma 

terial comprising a generally circular main body portion 
in the form of a flat sheet of material having a peripheral 
edge, said main body portion adapted to overlie and com 
pletely cover the outer surface of the ear of a wearer, 
an elongated tab integrally formed on a portion of the 
peripheral edge of the body portion, and a fold line at 
the juncture of the tab and main body portion, said tab 
being disposed in spaced parallel relation to the main 
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body portion and having a free end terminating adjacent 
a portion of the peripheral edge of the main body portion 
generally in diametric opposition to the fold line, said tab 
being generally curved in offset relation to the center of 
the main body portion and provided with a concavely 
curved edge facing the center of the main body portion 
and spaced therefrom, the free end of the curved edge 
of the tab extending toward a diametric line from the 
center of the fold line whereby the curved edge of the 
tab is adapted to partially encircle the outer surface of 
the concha portion of the ear between the head and the 
helix of the ear of a person, said free end of the curved 
edge of the tab adapted to extend between the lobe of the 

O 

ear and the head and terminate below the outer surface of 
the concha of the ear thereby substantially precluding 
vertical movement of the protector off the ear of a person 
employing the protector. 
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