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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
GEORGE A. LANIBERT, OF ANDERSON, INDIANA. 

NECK-YOKE CENTER. 

958,141. 

To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, GEORGE A. LAMBERT, 

of Anderson, county of Madison, and State 
of Endiana, have invented a certain new 
and useful Neck-Yoke Center; and I do 
hereby declare that the following is a full, 
clear, and exact description thereof, refer 
ence being had to the accompanying draw 
ings, in which like figures refer to like parts. 
The object of this invention is to improve 

the construction of neck yoke centers, where 
by they will be strong and safe. 
One feature of the invention consists in 

forming the center of a wire cable com 
posed of a plurality of wires and prefer 
ably arranged in endless form so that the 
same will be durable and flexible. Such a 
neck yoke center will yield somewhat to 
thrusts of the pole or tongue and will be 
durable because of the use of a plurality of 
wires twisted or otherwise formed into a 
cable. 
To carry out this invention I preferably 

loop the Wire cable about the neck yoke and 
also provide a loop for the pole or tongue 
to project through, and this latter loop is 
preferably provided with a bearing ring to 
give a smooth bearing for the pole or tongue. 
Other forms consist of the wire cable sim 
ilarly attached to the neck yoke but covered 
and protected by leather for fine carriage 
U.S. 

The full nature of the invention will be 
understood from the accompanying draw 
ings and the following description and 
claims. 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of one end 
of the pole or tongue of a vehicle with a 
neck yoke in place, equipped with the im 
proved center. Fig. 2 is a plan view of the 
wire cable before it is mounted. Fig. 3 
shows the cable looped preparatory to plac 
ing it on the neck yoke. Fig. 4 is an eleva 
tion of the neck yoke and center, the ends 
of the neck yoke being broken away. Fig. 
5 is a central transverse section on the line 
5-5 of Fig. 4. Fig. 6 is a perspective view 
similar to Fig. 1 showing a modified form of 
the neck yoke center. Fig. 7 is an elevation 
of a modified form of the neck yoke center 
mounted on the neck yoke, the ends of the 
latter being broken away. Fig. 8 is a cen 
tral transverse section on the line S-S of 
Fig. 7. 

In detail there appears in the drawings 
herein a pole or tongue 10 for a vehicle and 
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a neck yoke 11. The form of neck yoke cen 
ter illustrated in the first five figures con 
sists of an endless wire cable 12 formed by 
first arranging the wires like a skein, and 
then twisting the central portion thereof, as 
shown in Fig. 2, so as to leave loops at the 
end. These loops are then placed one upon 
the other so that they will register with 
each other and the twisted portion of the 
cable drawn through the loops So as to give 
to the whole cable a double loop form as ap 
pears in Fig. 3; that is, having a lower loop 
formed of the twisted portion of the cable 
and through which the tongue or pole of the 
vehicle is adapted to project and an upper 
loop adapted to envelop the central part of 
the neck yoke, as appears in Figs. 4 and 5. 
For that purpose the central part of the 
neck yoke is provided with an annular re 
cess in which the cable fits, and the cable is 
secured on both sides by staples 13. 

It is seen that the lower loop of the cable 
can draw on the upper loop and have some 
play and is also flexible. For that reason 
it will be very strong and durable, and if 
one wire in the cable were to break, the 
strength and durability of the center would 
be very slightly affected. This cable center 
can be used with the lower loop unpro 
tected, as shown in Fig. 3, but I prefer to 
combine with it a bearing ring 14, as shown 
in Figs. 4 and 5, so as to furnish a smooth 
inner Surface for engaging the pole or 
tongue. This ring 14 is U-shaped in cross 
section and the cable lies embedded within 
it, and the two sides or flanges of the ring 
are bent over tightly on the cable after the 
cable has been placed in the ring. This re 
inforces and strengthens the cable and Se 
curely unites the ring therewith. If de 
sired, the flanges 114 of the ring may be cut 
at the upper side and split somewhat, as 
shown in Fig. 4, and pressed or bound about 
the branches of the loop, as therein indi 
cated. 
The form shown in Figs. 6, 7 and 8 is 

similar to that in the first five figures ex 
cepting that, instead of the metal bearing 
ring 14, a leather bearing ring 15 and cover 
ing 16 are provided. This leather bearing 
ring is herein shown formed of two central 
leather rings 17 fitting within the lower loop 
of the wire cable and flanked on each side 
by a leather covering, which extends up 
around the neck yoke over the portion of 
the wire cable Surrounding the neck yoke, 
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and are stitched on each side of the lower 
loop of the wire cable, as indicated in Fig. 7. 
This covers the wire cable entirely and fur 
nishes a leather bearing for the pole or 
tongue of a relatively fine vehicle. The cen 
ter remains flexible, as in the other forms. 
What I claim as my invention and desire 

to Secure by Letters Patent, is: 
1. The combination with a neck yoke, of a 

neck yoke center formed of a wire cable con 
nected with the neck yoke and provided with 
a downwardly extending wire cable loop, 
and a protective covering for said wire cable 
loop and through which covering the pole or 
tongue of the vehicle is adapted to be in 
serted. 

2. The combination with a neck yoke, of a 
neck yoke center formed of a wire cable con 
nected with the neck yoke and provided with 
a downwardly extending wire cable loop, 
and a metal protective bearing ring secured 
to and within said wire cable loop and 
through which the pole or tongue of the 
vehicle is adapted to be inserted. 

3. The combination with a neck yoke, of a 
Ineck yoke center formed of a wire cable con 
Inected with the neck yoke and provided 
with a downwardly extending wire cable 
loop, and a bearing ring U-shaped in cross 
Section and which the wire cable loop Sur 
rounds and in which it is embedded with 
the lateral flanges of the ring bent about the 
wire cable, substantially as set forth. 

4. The combination with a neck yoke, of a 
neck yoke center consisting of a wire cable 
formed into a double loop, one loop Sur 
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| rounding the neck yoke and the other loop 
extending below, a metal protective bearing 
ring secured to and Within said down 
Wardly extending loop and through which 
the pole or tongue of the vehicle is adapted 
to be passed, and means for Securing said 
cable in place on the neck yoke. 

5. The combination with a neck yoke, of a 
neck yoke center including an endless skein 
of a plurality of wires formed into two 
loops, one loop surrounding the neck yoke 
and the other loop extending below and 
adapted to receive the end of the pole or 
tongue of the vehicle, said lower loop being 
drawn through said upper loop, and means 
for securing said loops on the neck yoke. 

6. The combination with a neck yoke, of a 
neck yoke center including a wire cable 
formed of an endless skein of a plurality of 
wires, the two sides of the skein being cen 
trally united so as to leave loops at the ends, 
said central portion of the skein of the cable 
being drawn through said end loops so as to 
form the same into two loops, one of which 
Surrounds the neck yoke and the other ex 
tends below to receive the pole or tongue of 
the vehicle, and means for securing said 
cable on the neck yoke. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto af 
fixed my signature in the presence of the 
witnesses herein named. 

GEORGE A. LAMBERT 
Witnesses: 

G. H. BoNEK, 
O. M. McLAUGHLIN. 
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