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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, CHARLES EDWIN STO\*

a citizen of the United States, and a resident

of Amesbury, in the county of Essex and State

5 of Massachusetts, have invented certain new

and useful Improvements in Supports for

Stockings and other Articles, of which the fol-

lowing is a spemﬁeatlon reference being had

to the accompanymd drawings, forming a part

10 thereof, in which similar lettels of reference
indieate corresponding parts.

This invention relates to clamps orsupport-
ingdevices for stockings or otherarticles, and
the object thereof is to provide an effective

15 device of this class which is simple in con-
struction and operation, and which may be
readily connected with the upper part of a
stocking and an undergarment, and which
may also be used in any other relation and to

zo support articles of various kinds and classes;
and with this and other objects in view the
invention consists in the device constructed
as hereinafter described and claimed.

The invention is fully disclosed in the fol-

25 lowing specification, of which the accompany-
ing ch awings form a part, in which—

Flo ure 1is a planview of myimprovement,
one sule of the casing thereof being r emoved
Fig. 2,a ﬁlmlla,r view of amodified f01 m there.

30 of, and Fig. 3 a side view.

In the practiee of my invention I provide
an oblong back or casing A, which is prefer-
ably elliptical and shell-like in form, being
convex on one side and concave on the other,

35 and the shell or casing proper, which is des-
ignated by a, is provided at each side with
flanges or rims ¢?, within which the operative
devices are placed. This device may be of
any desired size, and rigidly secured within

40 the casing or shell and longitudinally there-
of is an S-shaped member B of the clamp,
the ends of which project in opposite direc-
tions and are provided with ‘serrations or
teeth b, and pivotally connected with the

45 member B, at the center of the casing, is a
similar movable member D of the clamp, the
ends of which are also turned in opposite
directions and in the direction of the ends of

(No model.)

the member B and are also provided with
serrations or feeth d.

Secured within the casing, in the manner
shown in Fig. 1, is a yoke-spring G, one end
of which is rigidly secured to the member B
at g and ihe other end to the member D at
g% and said member D is provided with a
curved projecting arm or lever H, which ex-
tends over the adjacent portion of the mem-
ber B, over the arm of the yoke G, which is
secured thereto, and out through a slot or
opening a® in one of the side flanges or rims
of the shell or casing.

The ends or jaws of the members B and D
are upset or bent outwardly from the shell or
casing, as shown at C, and the operation of
this device will be readily understood from
the foregoing description when taken in con-
nection Wlth the accompanying drawings.

- In orderfo separate the cor 1esp0nd1n0 ends
of the members B and D, it is only necessary
to depress the outer end of the lever I, as
shown in dotted lines, when the clamp D will
be turned on its pivotal connection, and the
jaws or ends thereof will be separated from
the jaws or ends of the member B, and when
in this position the upper portion of a stock- 75
ing may be inserted between said jaw or ends
at one end of the device, and the other end
may be similarly connected with a pair of
drawers or other undergarment, and then by
releasing the arm or lever H the spring G
will at once throw the ends or jaws of the
members together and securely hold them in
such position, and in Fig. 2 I have shown a
modified form of construction in which four
separate members are employed, each of
which is curved or segmental in form, and
the four taken together constitute an ellipse.
In this construction I provide a member K
of the clamp, which is rigidly secured in
place, and a similar member K? of the clamp
is secured at the opposite side and opposite
end of the casing, and two similar members
L and 12 of the clamp are also employed,
which are pivotally connected with the cas-
ing or with the inner ends of the members K
and K?of the clamp, as shown at M, and this
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pivotal connection is made by pins m, which
are rigidly secured to or formed on the piv-
oted members L and 1? of the clamp, and
each of said pivoted clamps is provided with
a projecting arm or lever O, which extends
outwardly through the slots ¢® in the side
flanges a® of the casing or shell, and secured
to the pivot-pins m is an S-shaped spring P,
which is designed to hold the outer ends of
the pivoted members L and 1* of the clamp
in contact with the outer ends of the mem-
bers KX and I£* of the clamp, which are rig-
idly secured in position. The operation of
this form of construction will also be readily
understood, and is similar to that of the con-
struction shown in Fig. 1.

The ends of the members L and 12 and I€
and K* of the clamps are each provided with
serrations or teeth, as shown at R, and in op-

-erating this device it is only necessary to

press in opposite directions upon the armsor
levers O, and by this operation the ends of
the pivoted members L and 1.° of the clamp
will be separated from the ends of the mem-
bers K and K? of the clamp, when the device
may be connected with the article which is
to be supported at one end and with the ar-
ticle which is to constitute the support at the
other end, and then by releasing said arms
or levers O the pivoted members L and L? of
the clamp will be thrown into engagement
with the members I and K? of the elamp, and
thus the device will be caused to securely
grasp the article to be supported and also the
article which constitutes the support, this op-
eration being effected by the spring P.

It will thus be seen that I provide an effect-
ive device of this class, and one which is sim-
ple in construction and which is perfectly
adapted to prodnce the result for which it is
intended, and if desired the side flanges a®
may be enlarged and bent over so as to in-
close the operative mechanism.

My invention is not limited to the exact
form, construction, combination, and ar-
rangement of parts herein shown and de-
scribed; and it is evident that changes there-
in and modifications thereof may be made
without departing from the spirit of my in-
vention or sacrificing its advantages.

In practice I prefer to form the casing or
shell of a single piece, and the side flanges or
rims may be folded over to form a front and
thus inclose the operative mechanism, but
this feature is immaterial, and said casing
may be formed in any desired manner.

Having fully described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. Theherein-described support which con-
sists of a casing or shell within which is rig-
idly secured a longitudinal member, the ends
of which are bent in opposite directions, and
in whieh is also placed, a pivoted member of
similar form, whichis also arranged longitu-

dinally of the casing or shell, and the ends
or jaws of which are bent in the direction of
those of the rigid member, and means for op-
erating said pivoted clamp so as to throw the
ends or jaws thereof in contact with those of
the rigid member, substantially as shownand
described. )

2. Theherein-described support which con-
sists of a casing or shell within which is rig-
idly secured a longitudinal member, the ends
of which are bent in opposite directions, and
in which is also placed, & pivoted member of
similar form, which is also arranged longitu-
dinally of the casing or shell, and the ends
or jaws of which are bentin the direction of
those of the rigid member, and means for op-
erating said pivoted clamp so asto throw the
ends or jaws thereof, in contact with those of
the rigid member, consisting of a spring, and
an arm or lever connected with said pivoted
member and extended through one side of the
shell or casing, substantially as shown and
described.

3. Theherein-described support which con-
sists of a casing or shell within which is rig-
idly secured a longitudinal member, the ends
of which are bent in opposite directions, and
in which is also placed, a pivoted member of
similar form, which is alsoarranged longitu-
dinally of the casing or shell, and the ends
or jaws of which are bent in the direction of
those of the rigid member, and means for op-
eratingsaid pivoted membersoas tothrow the
ends or jaws thereof, in connection with those
of the rigid member, consisting of a spring,
and an arm or lever connected with said piv-
oted member and extended through one side
of the shell or casing, and the ends or jaws
of each of the members being upset or set out
from the shell or casing, substantially as
shown and described.

4. Theherein-described support which con-
sists of a casing or shell provided with side
flanges or rims, and members which are lo-
cated therein, and extend longitudinally
thereof, part of said members being pivoted
and part being rigidly secured to the shell or
casing, and the outer ends of said members
at each end of the shell or casing being up-
set or set out therefrom, and the ends or jaws
of each being also provided with serrations
or teeth, and means for operating the pivoted
members so as to throw the ends or jaws
thereof, in contact with the rigid members,
substantially as shown and described.

5. Theherein-described support which con-
sists of a casing or shell provided with side
flanges or rims and members which are lo-
cated therein, and extend longitudinally
thereof, part of said members being pivoted
and part being rigidly secured to the shell or
casing, and the outer ends of said members
at each end of the shell or casing being up-
set or set out therefrom, and the ends or jaws
of each being also provided with serrations
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or teeth, and means for operating the pivoted |

members so as to throw the ends or jaws
thereof, in contact with the rigid members,
consisting of springs which are connected
therewith, and arms or levers which are also
connected therewith or formed thereon, and
which extend through the side of the casing
or shell, substantially as shown and de-
seribed. ’

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 10
my invention I have signed myname, in pres-
ence of the subscribing witnesses, this 3d day
of January, 1896.

CHARLES EDWIN STONE.

~ Witnesses:
JamEs HENNEBERG,
JouN N. QUIMBY.



