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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A measuring device for use during sewing operations 

including a strip which carries suitable measuring indicia 
in conjunction with a slide member capable of being posi 
tioned along the strip so as to facilitate the location of 
appropriate markings on the work material. A slide mem 
ber extends through a slot in the strip and is provided 
with proturberances which engages the slot edges so as to 
minimize the frictional engagement therebetween and pro 
vide for the easy shifting of the slide member along the 
strip. Detent means are also provided or positively 
maintaining slide member at a selected one of a plurality 
of different positions along the strip. The strip further in 
cludes a plurality of apertures of different configurations 
defining sewing guides and with notch structure defining 
a button lift and guide. 

useum 

The present invention relates to measuring devices. 
. . More particularly, the present invention relates to meas 
uring devices adapted to be used during sewing opera 
tions. 

In one type of measuring device, used as a hem gauge, 
for example, it is customary to provide a strip which car 
ries suitable measuring indicia with a slide member ca 
pable of being positioned along the strip so as to facilitate 
in the location of suitable markings on the work material. 
However, it has been found from experience that such 
slide members are either far too difficult to move easily 
along the strip, which of course provides a good main 
tenance of the slide member in its selected position but 
which makes it difficult to change the selected position, 
or the slide member is very easily movable, in which case 
it is difficult to maintain the slide member in a selected position. 

it is therefore a primary object of the present invention 
to provide a measuring device of the above type in which 
the slide member is capable on the one hand of being 
very easily moved to any selected location, along the 
strip, while on the other hand the slide member can also 
be very reliably maintained at a selected location along 
the strip. 

In addition, it is an object of the present invention to 
provide a structure which is quite simple and rugged and 
in which the moving parts will have a minimum amount 
of wear. - - 

Furthermore, it is an object of the invention to provide 
a structure where the measuring device can also perform 
additional functions which are frequently encountered in 
connection with sewing operations. 

Primarily the structure of the invention includes an 
elongated strip which is provided on one face with meas 
uring indicia and this strip has between a pair of opposed 
longitudinal side edges an elongated slot which is defined 
between a pair of parallel slot edges which are situated 
between and extend substantially parallel to the side 
edges of the strip. A slide member of the invention has 
a neck portion extending through the slot, and this neck 
portion of the slide member is defined by a pair of walls 
of the slide member. These walls, in accordance with the 
invention, are each provided with a pair of rounded pro 
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2 
tuberances. The pairs of protuberances respectively slid: 
ably engage the slot edges so that in this way the area of 
frictional engagement between the slide member and the 
strip is greatly reduced and thus easy shifting of the slide 
member along the strip is provided because of the small 
area of contact between the slide member and strip as 
well as because of the easy movability of the rounded 
proturberances at their convex exterior surfaces with re 
spect to the edges of the slot. 
Of course, this easy slidability of the slide member with 

respect to the strip may on occasion result in undesirable 
shifting of the slide member with respect to the strip, and 
in order to avoid this latter undesirable result the struc 
ture of the invention further includes a detent means 
which reliably maintains the slide member at a selected 
one of plurality of different locations along the strip, so 
that in this way the slide member will not shift from its 
selected location along the strip while at the same time 
the releasing of the detent structure permits an easy slid 
ability of the slide member. Thus, the combination of the 
structure for providing easy slidability of the slide mem 
ber together with the detent means of the invention en 
ables the advantages of easy slidability plus reliable Se 
curing of the slide member at a selected location to be 
retained in the device of the invention. 
The invention is illustrated by way of example in the 

accompanying drawings which form part of the applica 
tion and in which: 

FIG. 1 shows in a front elevation one possible embodi 
ment of a structure according to the invention; 

FIG. 2 is a front perspective illustration of the slide 
member of the invention; 
FIG. 3 is a transverse sectional view taken along line 

3-3 of FIG. 1 in the direction of the arrows and show 
ing the structure on an enlarged scale as compared to 
FIG. 1; and 
FIG. 4 is a fragmentary sectional view taken along 

line 4-4 of FIG. 3 in the direction of the arrows and 
showing the cooperation between the slide member and 
strip of the measuring device of the invention. 

Referring to FIG. 1, there is shown therein the meas 
uring device 10 of the present invention in one possible 
embodiment thereof. 
The measuring device 10 includes an elongated strip 

12 which may be flexible and which may be made of a 
suitable sheet metal or the like, for example, and this 
elongated strip 12 has a pair of opposed side edges 14 
and 16. It will be noted that the surface of this strip 12 
which is visible in FIG. 1 is provided with suitable meas 
uring indicia. The side edge 16 moreover is formed with 
notches 18 at the places where the several measuring 
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of the measuring device. 
graduations are situated in order to facilitate in the use 

Between its longitudinal side edges 14 and 16 the strip 
12 is formed with an elongated slot 20 which is defined 
between a pair of parallel slot edges 22 which of course 
are situated between and extended parallel to the side 
edges 14 and 16. 

In addition, the strip is provided at one end, and at 
its edge 14, with an elongated notch 24 the length of 
which is such as to be able to provide the use of the de 
vice with a standard seam allowance provision of 5/8 inch, 
so that when making the seams the notch 24 is of great 
assistance. 

In addition, the strip 12 is provided at its end distant 
from the notch 24 with an inwardly directed notch 26 
which functions as a button lift and guide, while beneath 
the notch 26 and in the region of the same end of the 
strip where the notch 26 is located, the strip is formed 
with 4' sewing guides 28, 30, and 32 which are respec 
tively of circular, triangular, and square cross section, 
these sewing guides being in the form of simple open 
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ings passing through the strip and having the configura 
tion illustrated at the lower right portion of FIG. 1. 
The measuring device of the invention further includes 

a slide member which can also be made of a springy 
sheet material such as a suitable metal. The slide mem 
ber has a pair of laterally extending portions 36 and 38 
which extend laterally across one of the faces of the 
strip 12, namely the face thereof which is not provided 
with the measuring indicia, and it will be noted that these 
lateral portions extend beyond the side edges 14 and 16. 
The lateral portions 36 and 38 are integral with a neck 
40 of the slide member this neck 40 extending through 
the slot 20 and being integral with a substantially cylin 
drical portion 42 of the slide member. This cylindrical 
portion 42 is situated at the side of the slide member op 
posite from that at which the lateral portions 36 and 38 
are located, and the operator can conveniently grasp the 
cylindrical portion 42 in order to shift the slide member 
to a selected location along the strip 12. 
The neck 40 of the slide member 34 is defined by a 

pair of walls 44 which extend through the slot, and these 
walls 44 are each formed with a pair of rounded pro 
tuberances 46 which have exterior convex surfaces engag 
ing the edges 22, so that in this way the area of contact 
between the slide member and the strip is greatly reduced 
so that the slide member will not bind on the strip and 
is quite easy to move therealong. 

In order to reliably maintain the slide member at a 
Selected location along the strip, a detent means is pro 
vided, and this detent means in the illustrated example 
takes the form of a row of openings 48 which are formed 
in the strip 12 and a projection 50 which forms part of 
the lateral portion 36 of the slide member. Because of 
the springy nature of the slide member, the projection 
50 will automatically enter into a selected opening 48 
While at the same time the operator can easily dislodge 
the projection 50 from any opening 48 so as to change 
the location of the slide member. Because of the detent 
means 48, 50 of the structure of the invention, the slide 
member can be reliably maintain at a selected location 
even though it is quite easy to move from one selected 
location to another because of the cooperation of the 
protuberances 46 with the slot edges 22. 

It is to be noted that the lateral portions 36 and 38 
of the slide member respectively terminate in pointed 
portions 52 and 54 which extend beyond the opposed 
side edges of the strip 12 so that these pointed portions 
are easily visible and thus make the measuring device 
of the invention extremely easy to use. In order to fur 
ther facilitate the use of this structure, the pointed por 
tion 52 is formed with an opening 56 through which a 
mark may be made or a pin attached to a fabric, or the 
like. 

It will thus be seen that with the structure of the in 
vention even though the slide member is easy to move 
nevertheless it can be reliably maintained at a selected 
location, and in addition the measuring device of the in 
vention is capable of performing a multiplicity of further 
functions frequently encountered during sewing opera 
tions. 
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What is claimed is: 
. A measuring device comprising an elongated strip 

carrying measuring indicia on one of its faces and hav 
ing a pair of opposed side edges between which said strip 
is formed with a longitudinal slot defined between paral 
lel slot edges of said strip which are situated between said 
side edges thereof, an elongated springy slide member 
having a pair of lateral portions engaging one face of 
said strip and respectively extending in opposite direc 
tions from said slot thereof, said lateral portions being 
integral with a neck of said slide member which extends 
through said slot and which is defined by a pair of wall 
portions of said slide member and said neck of said slide 
member being integral with a cylindrical portion of said 
slide member which is on the side of said strip opposite 
from said lateral portions of said slide member and which 
has a diameter greater than the width of said slot, said 
wall portions of said slide member which define said 
neck each having a pair of spaced outwardly extending 
rounded protuberances and said pairs of rounded pro 
tuberances slidably engaging said slot edges to reduce 
the frictional resistance to movement of said slot mem 
ber along said strip, detent means for releasably main 
taining said slide member at a selected one of a plurality 
of positions along said strip, and detent means including 
a plurality of openings formed in said strip and dis 
tributed longitudinally therealong and a projection car 
ried by one of said lateral portions of said slide mem 
ber and capable of being selectively received in one of 
said openings, Said laterally projecting portions of said 
slide member being springy and urging said projection 
into a selected one of said openings for releasably main 
taining said slide member at a selected position. 

2. A device as recited in claim 1 and wherein said 
strip is formed in the region of the ends thereof with a 
plurality of apertures of different configurations respec 
tively forming sewing guides and with an elongated notch 
forming a button lift and guide. 
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