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PUBLICATIONS 

Elias, T. S. (1980) “Red Maple" Trees of North America 

1. 
This new variety of red maple was discovered by me 

growing in a nursery row of seedlings at Wandell's 
Nursery of Urbana, Ill. in 1969. I currently have 125 
trees of this selection propagated by chip budding in my 
nursery at Oquawka, Ill., all of which maintain the 
distinguishing characteristics of the parent tree. 

SUMMARY OF INVENTION 

A new and distinct variety of red maple character 
ized by its brilliant scarlet fall color, the leaves turning 
color in the fall uniformly, evenly and earlier than other 
red maples; leaves produced abundantly in the canopy; 
stout petioles firmly hold the leaves so that the visual 
impact of fall color is enhanced, even under windy 
conditions. A unique pattern of branch development, 
the branches and twigs ascending at first, then arching 
downward, than once again ascending forming a grace 
ful appearance and fully displaying the leaves; a pyrami 
dal growth habit rather than the common globose 
crown of other red maples; leaf emergence that occurs 
later in the spring than other observed red maples, pre 
venting late spring frost damage; and the limbs of young 
trees exhibit the ability to grow into and fill open gaps 
in the crown, presenting a full and dense tree crown 
with a high leaf population. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a photographic view of the tree in leaf and 
showing the dense, full canopy highly populated with 
leaves and the pyramidal growth shape of the crown. 
FIG. 2 is a photographic view of the distinct pattern 

of branch development, first ascending, then gracefully 
arching downward and outward, then once again as 
cending and producing a compact full canopy tree with 
a dense crown. 

FIG. 3 is a photographic view of the leaves and 
showing the smaller than typical size and the unique 
upright carriage on the stout petioles. 
FIG. 4 is a photographic view of the tree and show 

ing the uniform scarlet fall color well presented by the 
flat carriage of the leaves by the petioles. 
FIG. 5 is a photographic view of the bark of the tree. 
FIG. 6 is a drawing of the dormant bud showing the 

leaf scars. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE NEW PLANT 

The following is a detailed description of my new 
cultivar with color designations according to The 
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57 ABSTRACT 
A new variety of Acer rubrum of attractive, pyramidal 
growth habit, medium size, and early, uniform brilliant 
scarlet fall coloration. The tree has a full, dense and 
heavily leaved crown. 

5 Drawing Sheets 

2 
R.H.S. Colour Chart published by The Royal Horticul 
tural Society of London, England and the stated obser 
vations having been made at Urbane, Ill. by applicant. 

Origin: Seedling growing under cultivated conditions. 
Parentage: A tree of unknown origin and parentage 
found growing in 1969. 

Propagation: Maintains its distinguishing characteristics 
when asexually propagated by budding and grown 
on under nursery conditions. 

Classification: Acer rubrum var. "Wandell'. 
Form: Medium-sized tree. 
Habit: Deciduous tree with a single trunk and a straight, 

single leader; crown pyramidal in shape, maintaining 
a neat, symmetrical appearance, dense with many 
leaves produced within the canopy; branches ascend 
ing and then arching outward and downward. Typi 
cal crotch angle branches emerge from the bole at a 
45 degree angle dipping to a 60 degree angle and then 
each branch later returns as terminal growth develop. 

Growth rate: Moderate. 
Bark: Medium gray, mostly smooth with horizontal 

rings or bands when young, becoming longitudinally 
fissured. 

Leaves: Oppositely arranged, deciduous, simple; blades 
palmately 3-lobed, 6-8.5 cm long and 3.5-7 cm wide, 
broadest above the middle, green (R.H.S. 137A) 
above, a paler (R.H.S. 191C) below, turning brilliant 
scarlet (R.H.S. 53A) in autumn, beginning in late 
September glabrous above and below except for a 
few hairs in the axils of basal veins on the lower sur 
face, the tips acuminate, the margins doubly serrate, 
the bases rounded-truncate; petioles stout, holding 
the leaves flat, 3.5-7 cm long, reddish. 

Winter buds: 3-4 mm long, rounded, dark red, with 
about 4 exposed, blunt, ciliate scales, often with nu 
merous flower buds forming whorled clusters at the 
apical nodes. 

Twigs: Moderately stout, 2-4 mm in diameter, ascend 
ing when young but soon becoming somewhat de 
flexed, glabrous, reddish-brown, marked with 
slightly raised ellipsoidal lenticels, lacking a strong 
foetid odor when crushed. Leaf scars opposite, con 
nected by a fine line, v-shaped, very fine, stipule scars 
lacking. 
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Flowers: Only male flowers observed on subject tree, 
produced in multiple flowered clusters; yellow flow 
ers are born on separate stalks produced in pendulant 
multiple flowered clusters 10 to 13 cm long. Individ 
ual flowers have a short 5 lobed calyx into inconspic 
uous petals and 5 to 8 stamens. 

Seeds: None observed. 
I claim: 
1. A new and distinct variety Acer rubrun named 

"Wandell as described and illustrated herein that differs 
from all other varieties by the unique combination of (1) 
brilliant scarlet fall color; (2) leaves all turning color at 
the same time in the fall; (3) leaves turning color earlier 
in the fall than other red maples, not affected by early 
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4. 
fall frosts; (4) leaves that are smaller than the species; (5) 
abundant leaf population within the canopy; (6) petioles 
that are stout, holding the leaves flat and upright so that 
the visual impact of fall color is enhanced, even in 
windy conditions; (7) branches and twigs ascending at 
first, then arching downward, forming a graceful ap 
pearance and fully displaying the leaves; (8) a pyramidal 
growth habit; (9) later leaf emergence in the spring than 
other red maples, not affected by late spring frosts; and 
(10) the limbs of young trees are able to grow into and 
fill in gaps in the crown so that more branches and 
higher leaf populations are accommodated. 
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