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To all chom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CHARLEs F. SPENCER, 

of Cleveland, Ohio, have invented an Improve 
ment in Self-Venting Bungs for Barrels, of 
which the following is a specification: 
This invention consists of a bung having a 

central passage or channel and a recess at its 
lower end, in which is arranged an elastic 
steam-packing disk or valve, confined in con 
tact against a metallic Seat by means of a sta 
ple, whereby that portion of the valve on each 
side of said staple is drawn downwardly, when 
the faucet is opened, to admit air to the bar 
rel in order to discharge the liquid contents, 
all of which is fully hereinafter described. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a vertical sec 
tion of my self-venting bung; Figs. 2 and 3, 
bottom views, showing the manner of confin 
ing the valve in place; Fig. 4, a vertical sec 
tion of Fig. 3; and, Fig. 5, a detailed view of 
the metallic seat, the elastic steam-packing 
valve, and the supporting-staple. 
The bung A is provided with a central pass 

age or channel extending through the same, 
and terminating in a recess, D. In the lower 
end of the passage C is located a metal tube, 
E, with or without a flange, a to form a seat 
for the valve F. The elastic steam-packing 
valve F is confined in the recess D by means 
of a staple, G, the arms b b of which are either. 
smooth or barbed in such a manner as to be 
in close contact with its seat, whereby that 
portion of said valve on each side of the sta 
ple is drawn downwardly, when the faucet is 
opened, to admit air to the barrel, and allow 

the discharge of the liquid; but, when the 
flow of liquid is cut off, the sides of the valve 
return in close contact with the seat by means 
of the pressure of the gas and air in the bar 
rel, aided by the valve's own elasticity. 
An important and essential feature of my 

invention consists in making the valve of what 
is known as steam-packing, so that it will re 
sist the action of steam, and not be affected 
thereby when the barrels are cleansed after be 
ing used and returned to the brewery for re filling. . 

I am aware that a valve has been arranged 
upon a stem passing through a ventilating 
passage, said stem being surrounded by a 
coiled spring for the purpose of supporting 
said valve in place; but such is not my inven 
tion. I dispense with such valve-stem, and 
also with the spring, which is an important 
consideration in the cost and construction of 
the bung. 
I claim as my invention 
The bung A, having the central channel or 

passage C and recess D, in combination with 
the elastic steam-packing valve F, secured in 
position against its seat by the staple G, all 
constructed and arranged substantially as and 
for the purpose specified. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 

have hereunto set my hand this 27th day of 
February, 1873. 

CHAS. F. SPENCER, 
Witnesses: 

W. H. RUNNELLs, 
JAS. A. MANCHESTER. 

  


