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To all at ?on, if n (if coi::cr'), 
Be it known that I, Eby ARD B. CRAFT, a 

citizen of the United States, l'esiding at 
Hackensack, in the county of Bergen and 

5 State of New Jersey, have invented a cell 
tain new and useful improvement in Key 
Sheives and Bases. of which the foll (:Wing 
is a full, clear, concise, and exact descrip tion. 

his invention relates to telephone switch 
boards and noi's 
in the construction of the key shelf and key 
base sc, as to per it th: longitudinal adjust 
ment of the key base at any desired position 
with reference to the key shelf, and to pro 
vide improved meals of attachinent. 
The invention will be described by refe 

ence to the accompanying drawings, and the 
parts, improvements or combinations which 
i regard as love will lie pointed out in the appended claims. 

Like numeras of reference 'efer to col're 
sponding parts in the tuccoil panying draw 
ings, in which 

Figure 1 is a plan view partly broken 
away and partly in section of one end of 
my key shelf carrying a key base: Fig. 2 is a 
transversa view, partly in section, taken on 
line 2-2, Fig. 1, of my key shelf and key 
base; Fig. 3 is a view of an end portion of 
my key base with coöperating parts of the 
locking neaus disassociated; Fig. 4 is an 
enlarged view in cross Section of one side 
of the key shelf frane and an end portion 
of my key base mounted thereon showing 
locking means on the key base and key shelf; 
and Fig. 5 is a view of an end portion of the 
locking bars, and spacing block and their 
support, showing the parts disconnected and 
the manner and means by which these parts are coupled. 

Referring to the drawings, 1 is a body 
portion or framework, preferably of wood, of a key shelf having alongitudinally ex 

This key shelf and the 
opening therein may be of any desirable 
size suitable to contain key bases 2 to be 
mounted therein, and it may be constructed 
in one piece or by joining several pieces 
mounted on or bound together by suitable 
braces or reinforcing pieces 3 or in any other 
desirable manner which will afford a sufi 
ciently rigid mounting for said key bases. 
The key shelf 1 is provided on the opposite 

55 inner faces of the key shelf frame surround 

specially to in provements 

ing the longitudinal opening with locking 
bars 4. These bars 4 are arranged in pairs 
extending the length of the key shelf within 
the opening and substantially parallel to 
and adjacent the opposite sides of the open 
ing and each other. One of each pair of 
these locking bars 4 is mounted longitudi 
nally on the opposite inner lateral faces of 
the key shelf framework surrounding this 

able fastelling means. The other bars of 
each pair are inclated within the opening 
aid in the key shelf adjacent and substan 
tially paralled to the bars mounted on the 
Qposite inner lateral faces of the key shelf 
framework, but spaced therefron by blocks 
(3 disposed between the ends of the adjacent 
bar's forming each pair. The locking bars 
are attached it opposite sides of these spac 
ing blocks 6 by screws 7, rivets or other 
suitable fastening means, and the blocks 6 
carrying the locking bars are rigidly naount 
ed on the transverse brace or supporting bar 
8 at each end of the key shelf.ly means of 
a bolt or screw S, or other suitable means, which passes through the hole 9 in the sup: 
Porting bar 3 and engages the spacing block 
6 to held the same and the locking bars in 
position. The locking bars are thus held in 
fixed 'clation to the opposite sides of the 
opening in the key shelf, and in fixed rela. 
tion to each other, an unobstructed channel 
Space being thus formed between the bars of each pair. 
2 is a key base mounted in the key shelf 

and across said opening therein. The key 
base 2 is adapt? to carry the buttons, 
apparatus usual to a key base. Said key 
base 2 is mounted on said key shelf in lon gitudinally slidable adjustment or relation 
thereto by means of impending studs 10 or 
other suitable means mounted on said key 
base near each extremity thereof. These 
studs 10 may be screwed, riveted or other 
Wise Suitably fastened to said key base. The 
studs extend into the channel between the 
locking bars 4, and each is provided with a 
threaded socket in its lower extremity 
adapted to receive a screw 11, on which is 
loosely carried a collar or washer 12, adapt 

arably of metal and topped with a hard rub 

plunger's, key lever's and the other associated 

opening and firmly attached to said key 35 
shelf framework by screws 5 or other suit 
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led to engage the lower faces of the locking 
bars, 4, The key base, which is made pref. 
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ber strip to aford a suitable finish and pro 
tection for its upper surface, is provided with downwardly depending longitudilai 
sides 13. Near each extreinity of the key 

5 base these sides 3 are upwardly recessed to 
form a shoulder 14 which is adapted to re 
strain the key base 2 from transverse move 
ament between the opposite airs of locking 
bars 4 in the key shelf. he studs 10 carry 

i0 ing the washer and screw, which coãperate 
or grip with the locking bai's & fasten, 2nd 
adjustably lock the key base in the desired 
position within the opening of the key shelf 
age preferably disposed between the extrem: 

5 ities of the key base aid the said iecessed 
portion 14 near the ends of Said base, so that 
the studs will inpend from the ki the key basc at it 
point coincident with the channel inefween 
the adjacent locking bars. 
From this description it cai he readily 

Sean that when it is desired to nieli;) i, the key 
base within the longitudinai pening in the 

.. 

20 

key shelf if the screws 11 and washe's 13 
upon the studs it rear each end of said base 

25 are removed from the stads and the studs 
are downwardly inserted into the channels 
formed by the sidia cent locking bar's, he key 
base will be in its proper position in the key 
shelf, and while permitted movement, longi 

30 tudinally of the key shelf will be restrained 
from transverse movement thereia, if the 
screws 11 carrying the collat's or wishers 12 
are the inseried in the threaded position of 
the stads and tightened the washer's will be 

35 forced into contact with tie ovye; faces of 
the locki, bars and lock the key base in 
position. If it is desired to remove the key 
base from the key shelf the screws carrying 
the collai's are withdrawn ind the key base 

40 may be readily engved. Sit: if it is de 
sired merely to divist the key base upon the 
key shelf by sliding it to igit disially il 
of. Such adjustment is permitted by ico:en 
ing the screws 1 and disenga 

is ' 

e's from the locking bats; when the key 45 
base Inay he moved longitudinally of the 
shelf in any desired position. Although have described my invention 
in great detail, nevertheless, I do not, desir's: 
to be limited to such detaiis except as here 
ilater specified in the ciains; but having 
fully and clearly described iny invention 
What claim as new and desire to sect 'e 

by Letters Patent, is: 
j. The combination with 3, 

switchboard, of a keysieli havi 
- 'eii, a key hase. Support 

thei'; 'r Ilo inted it said key she 
to form a!) in histricted chai) nei Yi 
iongitudigially tiere?, and iocki 
foil said key base coöperating 
porting means. 

2. The cornithai (; is 
Svitchboard, of a keys 
tradinal opening { 
kill's mosainted it. S: lii obstructed channel origiii. keyshelf opening, a key base it di:. . . is sup 
ported in said key shelf by saic 
h: rs, and means for iocking Sai. 
to said bai's. 

3. In a copii one switchboard, it 
having a longitudinal opening it 
ing bat's sited on said shelf 
(pening, a key base in ointed oil -:) id loci. 
ing bars, 3 stud nioited (in said key is 
screw carried by each saili stids, a 
loosely not intet upon each saic screws, 
collai's being a dated to cngage said to 

With it : 
helf if it; 

-- 

ity slief 
aii, ieck. 

it in Siti 

ing bai's and hold the key base in longitudi 
a adjustment with the key sitei. 
En witness whereof, , hereuinta Sibscribe y ily name this 7th day of Ray 5,. $30. 
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