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WRAPFOR BUNDLING OBJECTS 

This is a continuation of U.S. application No. 09/602,169, 
filed Jun. 22, 2000, now abandoned which is a continuation 
of U.S. application No. 09/080,703, filed May 18, 1998, now 
U.S. Pat. No. 6,113,170, which is a continuation of U.S. 
application No. 08/671,490, filed Jun. 27, 1996, now U.S. 
Pat. No. 5,853,212. The entirety of each of these references 
is hereby incorporated by reference. 

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF THE 
INVENTION 

The present invention relates generally to equipment 
transportation devices and methods, and more particularly, 
to a Snow ski wrap for easy transport of Snow ski equipment. 

The joys of snow skiing can often be shadowed by the 
difficulties of carrying and transporting the heavy and bulky 
skis and ski poles. Known ski equipment carrying devices 
such as those disclosed in U.S. Pat. Nos. 3,960,302, 4,888, 
748, 2,530,695, 3,257,054, 5,468,036, 2,118,875, 3,768,711, 
4,120,437, 4,463,885, 4,015,762, 4,856,689, 5,190,336, 
5,437,401, 4,531,661, and 3,947,927 require some sort of 
elaborate buckling, strapping, or Velcro-connecting means 
for carrying ski equipment. All these known devices are 
lacking because: 

1) they require relatively time-consuming construction 
prior to use: 

2) they cannot be easily used while wearing heavy Snow 
gloves: 

3) they are all relatively detailed in construction; 
4) some fail to secure the ski equipment while also 

preventing scratch damage to the equipment; and 
5) many known devices are not easily stored on the person 

while skiing. 
The present invention is comprised of a tube-like, elon 

gate piece of first material having characteristics including, 
but not limited to, soft, lightweight, and flexible qualities, 
Such as found in sponge (or foam) rubber (any variation of 
first materials of the rubber-like variety would work well 
depending on the application and/or particular manufactur 
ing technique). The tube-like, elongate piece of first material 
encloses a flexible strip of second material having charac 
teristics including, but not limited to, flexible qualities that 
allow the strip to retain its new shape when bent, such as a 
flexible wire. In an exemplary embodiment, the tube-like, 
elongate piece of first material is a sponge (or foam) rubber 
piece which can be easily grabbed, or handled, while wear 
ing heavy ski gloves. The flexible strip is bendable which 
allows the elongate rubber piece to retain its shape when 
bent. The elongate rubber piece is then twisted together to 
secure the Snow skis. A second ski wrap may be similarly 
used to secure the opposite end of the Snow skis. A pair of 
ski poles may then be placed in the spaces formed by the 
twisting of the ski wraps securing the Snow skis. The ski 
wraps may again be twisted to secure the ski poles in place. 
The skier may then grab the ski poles and easily transport the 
ski equipment. 
The rubber material preferably has a non-slip exterior 

surface which allows the ski equipment to be secured within 
the invention. Additionally, the rubber wrap does not scratch 
the expensive ski equipment while in contact with the 
equipment. The rubber wrap also slightly elevates the ski 
equipment from the ground which prevents damage to the 
ski equipment by abrasive asphalt or gravel. 
The efficient design of the snow ski wrap allows for 

relatively easy manufacture. The design of the present 
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2 
invention also allows for easy maintenance and storage of 
the ski wrap when not in use. When not in use, the present 
invention may be stored in a user's pocket while skiing. 
The present invention provides a much-needed apparatus 

and method of easily securing and carrying ski equipment as 
well as other apparatus. In addition to the features mentioned 
above, objects and advantages of the present invention will 
be readily apparent upon a reading of the following descrip 
tion. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Novel features and advantages of the present invention, in 
addition to those mentioned above, will become apparent to 
those skilled in the art, from a reading of the following 
detailed description in conjunction with the accompanying 
drawings wherein similar reference characters refer to simi 
lar parts and in which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an exemplary embodiment 
of the apparatus of the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a plan view of the apparatus of FIG. 1 in a 
twisted shape; 

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the apparatus of FIG. 1 in 
use: 

FIG. 4 is a cross sectional taken along lines 4–4 in FIG. 
1; 

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of an exemplary embodiment 
of the present invention in use as a bundling apparatus; and 

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of an exemplary embodiment 
of the present invention in use as a garden hose restraint and 
carrying means. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
EXEMPLARY EMBODIMENTS 

An exemplary system herein described is not intended to 
be exhaustive or to limit the invention to the precise forms 
disclosed. They are chosen and described to explain the 
principles of the invention, and the application of the method 
to practical uses, so that others skilled in the art may practice 
the invention. 
The present invention is comprised of a tube-like, elon 

gate piece of first material 12 having characteristics includ 
ing, but not limited to, soft, lightweight, and flexible quali 
ties. Such as found in Sponge (or foam) rubber (any variation 
of first materials of the rubber-like variety would work well 
depending on the application and/or particular manufactur 
ing technique). The tube-like, elongate piece 12 of first 
material encloses a flexible strip 14 of second material 
having characteristics including, but not limited to, flexible 
qualities that allow the strip 14 to retain its new shape when 
bent, Such as a flexible wire. In an exemplary embodiment, 
the tube-like, elongate piece 12 of first material is a sponge 
(or foam) rubber piece 12, and the flexible strip 14 of second 
material is a strip 14 of flexible metal. 

Referring in more detail to the drawings, and particularly 
FIG. 1, an exemplary embodiment of the snow ski wrap 10 
of the present invention is comprised of a tube-like, elongate 
piece of sponge, or foam, rubber 12, a strip 14 of flexible 
metal enclosed within the length of the elongate piece of 
foam rubber 12, and a first end cap 16 placed over the first 
end 22 of the elongate piece of foam rubber 12, and a second 
end cap 18 placed over the opposite end 24 of the elongate 
piece of foam rubber 12. 

It may be preferred that the elongate piece of foam rubber 
12 be formed of a long tube-like form, preferably between 
10 to 50 inches long, as illustrated in FIG.1. It may also be 
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preferred that the elongate piece of foam rubber 12 have a 
diameter between 0.5 inch to 2.5 inches so that the snow ski 
wrap 10 is capable of being easily grabbed and manipulated 
while a user is wearing heavy ski gloves. Several well 
known manufacturing methods may be used to produce the 
present invention. An exemplary method is to co-extrude the 
rubber piece 12 onto the flexible strip 14. 
The flexible strip 14 of metal can be easily bent, yet the 

strip 14 has a degree of rigidity which allows the snow ski 
wrap 10 to retain its form when bent or straightened. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the strip 14 is a solid, 14 gauge, 
wire. FIG. 4 illustrates a cross-section of one end of the ski 
wrap 10, showing the enclosed strip 14 of wire. 

The ski wrap 10 may be used by straightening the foam 
rubber piece 12 as illustrated in FIG. 1. Next the skier may 
place the two skis 20 together, as illustrated in FIG. 3. The 
skier may then take the ski wrap 10 of the present invention 
and grab the ends 22, 24 of the foam rubber piece 12 and 
wrap the elongate piece of foam rubber 12 around the first 
ends 26 and the two skis 20. The skier/user may then 
“twist-tie the foam rubber piece 12 around the first ends 26 
of the two skis. Twist-tying refers to interlocking the foam 
rubber piece 12 by twisting the ends 22, 24 of the foam 
rubber piece 12 together in the direction of the arrows 40 in 
FIG. 2. (The ends 22, 24 can also be twisted in the opposite 
direction of the arrows 40). 
The skier/user may then wrap and twist-tie a second ski 

wrap 10 around the second ends 28 of the skis 20. The 
twist-tying motion creates a loop or hole 30 in which the skis 
20 are secured. This twist-tying motion may also create a 
space 32 in which the ski poles 34 can be placed. The 
skier/user may then place a pair of ski poles 34 in the space 
32 formed by the twist-tying of the elongate pieces of foam 
rubber 12. The ski poles 34 may be secured in place by 
wrapping and twist-tying the elongate pieces of foam rubber 
12 a second time around the ends 36, 38 of the pair of ski 
poles 34. 
The skier/suer may carry the ski equipment by grasping 

the ski poles 34 between the first and second elongate pieces 
of foam rubber (42, 44 respectively). 
The present invention is also unique as the elongate piece 

of foam rubber 12 has a non-slip exterior 46 in contact wit 
the skis 20 and ski poles 34. The non-slip exterior 46 firmly 
secures the ski equipment in place to prevent the equipment 
from falling out of the loops 30. The foam rubber also 
protects the ski equipment from being scratched by the 
carrying means. Other known ski carrying equipment utilize 
straps made of leather, or other material, which can scratch 
the Surface of the ski equipment. In the present invention, the 
insulation provided by the foam rubber protects the finished 
Surfaces of the ski equipment from damage while in transit. 
Not only does the present invention prevent Scratching from 
the ski carrier, the snow ski wrap 10 may be used to keep the 
snow skis 20 off the abrasive ground or pavement. A snow 
ski wrap 10 is preferably made with a foam rubber piece 12 
with a radius 48 large enough to elevate the skis 20 off the 
hard ground. 

The present invention has other beneficial uses. More 
particularly, the present invention is capable of being used 
for bundling and carrying elongate articles. For example, the 
present invention 10 is capable of separately bundling rods, 
baseball bats, Sticks of wood, garden hoses or practically any 
other elongate article. 
As illustrated, the present invention 10 may be used to 

bundle articles in separate groups. For example, as illus 
trated by FIG. 5, the first loop may be used to bundle and 
carry rods of one type 50 while the second loop may be used 
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4 
to bundle and carry rods of a second type 52. The present 
invention 10 is unique as it may be easily grabbed and 
manipulated while wearing heavy gloves. Additionally, the 
foam rubber exterior 46 preferably protects the bundled 
articles from being scratched by the carrying means. As 
discussed above, the foam rubber may also insulate the 
bundled elongate articles, such as the rods 50, 52 illustrated 
in FIG. 5, from damage when placed on the ground. 

FIG. 6 illustrates the present invention in use as a garden 
hose 54 restraint and carrying means. The present invention 
may also be used to secure items in place. For example, the 
present invention may be used to secure a bicycle to a bike 
rack. 

Having shown and described an exemplary embodiment 
of the invention, those skilled in the art will realize that 
many variations and modifications may be made to affect the 
described invention and still be within the scope of the 
claimed invention. Thus, many of the elements indicated 
above may be altered or replaced by different elements 
which will provide the same result and fall within the spirit 
of the claimed invention. It is the intention, therefore, to 
limit the invention only as indicated by the scope of the 
claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method of securing at least first and secondinanimate 

articles together, said method comprising the steps of 
providing a first flexible strip of material adapted to be 

bent; 
providing a first elongate piece of Soft, rubber-like, non 

Scratch, flexible material Substantially enclosing said 
first flexible strip of material; and 

twist-tying said first elongate piece of flexible material 
around said first inanimate article to secure said first 
inanimate article for transport or storage, said inani 
mate article independent of articles for personal groom 
ing related to the human body and its adornments, said 
twist-tying step comprising: 
wrapping said first elongate piece of flexible material 

around the first inanimate article; and 
wrapping said first elongate piece of flexible material 

around the second inanimate article Such that said 
second inanimate article is wrapped independently 
of said first inanimate article: 

wherein said first inanimate article is secured to said 
second inanimate article for transport or storage; 

wherein said first elongate piece of flexible material has a 
diameter between about 0.5 inch and about 2.5 inches; 
and 

wherein said first elongate piece of flexible material is at 
least about 10 inches long. 

2. The method of claim 1 wherein: 
said first elongate piece of flexible material is comprised 

of a rubber-like material selected from the group con 
sisting of foam rubber and sponge rubber; and 

said first flexible strip of material is comprised of metal. 
3. The method of claim 1 wherein said first flexible strip 

of material is about 14 gauge. 
4. The method of claim 1 wherein said first flexible strip 

of material has a degree of rigidity which allows said first 
flexible strip of material to retain its form when bent or 
straightened. 

5. The method of claim 1 further comprising the steps of: 
providing a second flexible strip of material adapted to be 

bent; 
Substantially enclosing said second flexible strip of mate 

rial with a second elongate piece of flexible material; 
and 
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wrapping said second elongate piece of flexible material 
around said at least one inanimate article a distance 
from said first elongate piece of flexible material. 

6. A method of securing a first piece of equipment to a 
second piece of equipment, said method comprising the 
steps of 

providing an apparatus comprising: 
a flexible strip of material adapted to be bent; and 
an elongate piece of rubber-like material Substantially 

enclosing said flexible strip of material, said elongate 
piece of rubber-like material having a length of at 
least about 10 inches and a diameter between about 
0.5 inch and about 2.5 inches; 

wrapping said apparatus around said first piece of equip 
ment; and 

wrapping said apparatus around said second piece of 
equipment such that said second piece of equipment is 
wrapped independently of said first piece of equipment; 

wherein said first piece of equipment is secured to said 
second piece of equipment; and 

wherein at least one of said wrapping steps comprises 
twist-tying said apparatus around said respective piece 
of equipment. 

7. The method of claim 6 wherein said flexible strip of 
material is adapted to retain a shape when bent. 

8. The method of claim 6 wherein said flexible strip of 
material is 14 gauge wire. 

9. The method of claim 6 wherein said elongate piece of 
rubber-like material is selected from the group consisting of 
foam rubber and sponge rubber. 

10. The method of claim 6 wherein said apparatus further 
comprises: 

a first end cap placed on an end of said elongate piece of 
rubber-like material; and 

a second end cap placed on an opposite end of said 
elongate piece of rubber-like material. 

11. The method of claim 6 wherein at least one of said first 
piece of equipment and said second piece of equipment is 
bundled with at least one other piece of equipment by said 
apparatus. 

12. A method of securing at least first and second pieces 
of equipment together, said method comprising the steps of 

providing an apparatus comprising: 
a flexible strip of material adapted to be bent; and 
an elongate piece of flexible foam material Substan 

tially enclosing said flexible strip of material; and 
twist-tying said apparatus around said first piece of equip 

ment to secure said first piece of equipment, said 
twist-tying step comprising: 
wrapping said apparatus around the first piece of equip 

ment; and 
wrapping said apparatus around the second piece of 

equipment such that said second piece of equipment 
is wrapped independently of said first piece of equip 
ment, 
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wherein at least one of said wrapping steps comprises 

twist-tying said apparatus around said respective 
piece of equipment; and 

wherein said first piece of equipment is secured to said 
second piece of equipment. 

13. The method of claim 12 wherein said flexible strip of 
material is adapted to retain a shape when bent. 

14. The method of claim 12 wherein said flexible strip of 
material is 14 gauge wire. 

15. The method of claim 12 wherein said elongate piece 
of flexible foam material has a length of at least about 10 
inches. 

16. The method of claim 15 wherein said elongate piece 
of flexible foam material has a diameter between about 0.5 
inch and about 2.5 inches. 

17. The method of claim 12 wherein said elongate piece 
of flexible foam material is rubber-like. 

18. The method of claim 17 wherein said elongate piece 
of flexible foam material is selected from the group con 
sisting of foam rubber and sponge rubber. 

19. The method of claim 12 wherein said elongate piece 
of flexible foam material is a circular tube. 

20. The method of claim 12 wherein said apparatus 
further comprises: 

a first end cap placed on an end of said elongate piece of 
flexible foam material; and 

a second end cap placed on an opposite end of said 
elongate piece of flexible foam material. 

21. The method of claim 12 wherein: 

said flexible strip of material is adapted to retain a shape 
when bent; 

said elongate piece of flexible foam material has a length 
of at least about 10 inches and a diameter between 
about 0.5 inch and about 2.5 inches; 

said elongate piece of flexible foam material is selected 
from the group consisting of foam rubber and sponge 
rubber; and 

said apparatus further comprises: 
(a) a first end cap placed on an end of said elongate 

piece of flexible foam material; and 
(b) a second end cap placed on an opposite end of said 

elongate piece of flexible foam material. 
22. The method of claim 21 wherein each of said at least 

one piece of equipment is an inanimate article that is 
independent of articles for personal grooming related to the 
human body and its adornments. 

23. The method of claim 12 wherein each of said at least 
one piece of equipment is an inanimate article that is 
independent of articles for personal grooming related to the 
human body and its adornments. 


