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To all whon, it may concern 
Beit known that I, WILLIAMP. OWEN, a citi 

Zen of the United States, and a resident of 
Joplin, in the county of Jasper and State of 
Missouri, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Bridges and Tail-Pieces; 
and I do hereby declare that the following is a 
full, clear, and exact description of the inven 
tion, which will enable others skilled in the art 
to which it appertains to make and use the 
Same, reference being had to the accompany 
ing drawings, which form a part of this speci 
fication. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

tail pieces and bridges for guitars and other 
similar stringed musical instruments. 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

horizontally adjustable tail piece and a ver 
tically adjustable bridge for stringed musical 
instruments, with improved means whereby 
the strings are connected with the instru 
ment and the knots in the strings prevented 
from coming in contact there with and mar 
ring or injuring the same. 
The invention consists in the novel con 

struction and combination of parts herein 
after fully described and claimed. 

In the accompanying drawings: Figure l is 
a perspective view of a portion of a guitar 
showing my improvements applied thereto, 
Fig. 2 is a plan view of the tail piece de 
tached. Fig. 3 is a front view of the bridge 
detached. - 

In the Said drawings the reference numeral 
1 denotes a guitar or other stringed musical 
instrument, and may be of any ordinary con 
struction, and provided with the usual stud 
or projection 2, with which the tail piece en 
gages. The tail piece consists of two metal 
plates 3 and 4 adjustably connected together 
by pins or studs 5 carried by one of said 
plates, which are adapted to engage with 
holes or apertures 6 in the other plate. The 
plate 4 is bent at a right angle at its outer 
end and formed with a hole 7 with which stud 
2 engages. The other plate 3 has its inner 
or free end turned upwardly at a right angle 
forming a flange 8, provided with a series of 
beveled notches or recesses 9, and a short 

distance in rear of this flange is a series of 
studs 10, equaling in number the strings of 
the instrument. Intermediate of these studs 
and the flange is a series of apertures 13, 
provided with radial slots 13. On its under 
side the plate 3 is provided with a transverse 
plate 14 adapted to rest upon the instrument 
and prevent contact there with of the knots 
of the strings. 

In front of the tail piece and secured to the 
instrument is a transverse plate 15 provided 
With two upwardly projecting pins or studs 
16, which engage with apertures in the bridge 
17. This bridge at each end is provided with 
a set screw 1S, for vertically adjusting the 
bridge. This bridge is provided with a series 
of notches one for each string, and beveled 
in a reverse direction to the corresponding 
notches in the tail piece. 
The operation will be readily understood. 

The strings are knotted as usual and passed 
through the apertures 12, in the tail piece 
and the strings are then carried through the 
radial slots 13, up around the studs 10, and 
then through the notches in the tailpiece and 
bridge. By this means-the strings are se 
curely held, there is less liability of breakage, 
and the instrument is more readily strung. 
The pressure upon the bridge is also equalized 
which equalizes the relative power of tone. 

I am aware that a combined adjustable tail 
piece and bridge is not new, but it will be 
noted that although my tail piece and bridge 
are adapted to be used in connection with 
each other, they are entirely separate and dis 
tinct with respect to their construction. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim is 
1. An adjustable tail piece for stringed 

musical instruments, having its inner end 
turned up forming a flange provided with a 
Series of beveled notches, the upwardly pro 
jecting studs and the intermediate apertures 
with radial slots, substantially as described. 

2. An adjustable tail piece for stringed 
musical instruments having its inner end bent 
at a right angle forming a flange with bev 
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eled notches, the series of upwardly project 
ing studs, the intermediate apertures with ra 
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dial slots, and the transverse plate upon the In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
under side of the tail piece, substantially as my own I have hereunto affixed my signature Io 
described. in presence of two witnesses. 

3. The combination with the adjustable 
5 tail piece having a flange at its inner end pro- WILLIAM P. OWEN. 
vided with beveled notches, of the vertically Witnesses: 
adjustable bridge having beveled notches, D. G. WANDAMENT, 
Substantially as described. T. E. JONES. 

  


