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This invention relates to improvements in 
devices for fastening basket covers in place 
and has reference, more particularly, to fas 
teners for securing the covers on fruit 
baskets, of the type ordinarily used for trans 
porting and shipping fruits of different 
kinds. 

It is the object of this invention to pro 
duce a metal fastener which can be quickly 

Io applied to the basket and cover after the lat 
ter has been placed in position in the ordinary 
manner and which will securely hold the 
cover in place on the basket, thereby insuring 
the contents against loss, which might other 

5 Wise occur due to the accidental displace 
ment of the cover during handling, and 
which tends to make the basket more con 
venient for handling and improve its appear 
aCe 
In the packing of basket fruits or vege 

tables, the baskets are, as a rule, filled at the 
orchard or in the field, or at the packing house 

20 

where the sorting, grading and packing is p 
ordinarily done. After the baskets have been 

25 packed, they are then loaded onto trucks and 
hauled to the station for loading on cars. 
The packing house or the field where the 
baskets are first packed, is, as a general rule, 
located quite a distance from the point where 

30 the goods are loaded onto the cars for ship 
ment, and as the goods are usually transport 
ed by means of trucks, there is considerable 
settling of the fruit, due to the jogging which 
it receives during this transportation. It is 

35 obvious, therefore, that if the covers are ap 
plied in a satisfactory manner at the pack 
ing house, they will be quite loose, when they 
arrive at the loading station. And, it is 
therefore desirable to be able to adjust the 

40 covers at this point. Under modern methods 
and regulations, the inspection of the con 
tents of the packages takes place at the point 
where the goods are loaded onto the railway 
cars which is also the place where the prod 

45ucts of the different orchards or farms are 
received and collected for bulk shipments. It 
is therefore apparent that if the covers were 
sealed or permanently fastened to the basket 
at the point where they are packed, it would 

50 be necessary to destroy the fastener when 

Opening the basket at the loading point, as 
Only by So, doing could the cover be removed 
SO as to permit inspection. It is not good 
practice to wait until the packages are de 
livered at the loading point, before applying 
the fasteners, because when the covers are se 
curely connected with the basket, it makes 
the packages more solid and substantial and 
therefore much easier to handle. 

it can be seen from the above that it is de 
sirable to produce a fastener that can be read 
ily applied at the point where the baskets are 
first packed and which can be quickly re 
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moved at the loading point so as to permit 
inspection and which will not be injured 
or destroyed in removing so that it can be re 
applied to the basket after the goods have 
been inspected. It is apparent that if fas 
teners are so constructed that they can only 
be removed by being bent or deformed, that 
it is very difficult to reapply them to packages 
and therefore new fasteners would have to be 
rovided at the loading points. 
it is the object of this invention to produce 

a fastener of such construction that it can be 
quickly applied to the baskets at the place 
where they are first packed, and which can 
be readily detached at the loading point so as 
to permit inspection and then quickly re 
placed. 
The above and other objects which may 

become apparent as the description proceeds 
are attained by means of a construction which 
Will now be described in detail, reference for 
this purpose being had to the accompanying 
drawing, in which the preferred embodiment 
thereof has been illustrated, and in which: 

Fig. 1 is a side elevation of a fruit basket 
showing one of my improved fastening de 
vices in place thereon; 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of one of the 
fastening devices that forms the subject of 
this invention; 

Fig. 3 is a view showing a portion of the 
basket to substantially full scale and shows 
one of the fastening devices in place thereon; 

Fig. 4 is a section taken on line 4-4, Fig. 
3; and . . w 

Fig. 5 is a section similar to that shown in 
Fig. 4, but showing the fastening device ap 
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5 5. 

tion between parts 11 and 15. The lower end 

RK. 

2. 
plied to the basket in a reverse manner so as 
to form a lock for preventing the removal of 
the covers from the baskets. 
In the drawing numeral 1 represents an or 

dinary fruit basket which is of the type that 
holds one-half or one bushel, and numeral 2 
represents the cover. The basket is provided 
at its upper edge with a circular hoop 3 to 
opposite sides of which Wire handles 4 are 
connected. The cover is formed from a cir. . 
cular hoop 5 to the upper edge of which a 
plurality of thin wood strips 6 are Secured. 
These strips extend diametrically and cross 
each other at the center in the usual manner. 
For the purpose of securing the cover to the 
basket, a long narrow wooden strip 7 is se 
cured to the top of the cover and this strip is 
of such length that it extends beyond the 
sides of the cover so that it ends 8 project, 
through the handles 4 in the manner shown 
in Fig. 1. Since the strip 2 is pliable and ex 
tends only across one diameter of the cover, 
it is evident that it does not hold the cover 
very securely in place, especially since it is 
customary to pack the basket so that the 
center of the cover bows upwardly in the 
manner shown in the drawing. For the pur 
pose of 'securing the cover firmly to the bas 
ket, two or more of my improved fasteners, 
which have been indicated by reference nu 
meral 9 in Fig. 1, are applied at right angles 
to the strip.8 in the manner shown. 
Myimproved fasteners consist of two parts, 

A and B. Part B is formed from sheet metal 
- and has its edges 10 rolled inwardly and re 
versely bent in the manner shown in Fig. 2, 
so as to form what may be termed a tubular 
member, in which the part. A reciprocates. . 
Part A is formed from a wire and has two 
parallel straight arms 11 which form a part 
of a single piece of spring wire. The wire is: 
bent double at a point half ways between the 
ends, which point has been indicated by ref 
erence numeral 12. The upper end of part A. 
is formed into a hook comprising a transverse 
section 13, and a downwardly extending por 
tion 14. The lower ends of arms 11 are re 
versely bent so as to form end portions 15 
that extend upwardly in Spaced parallel rela 
stion to the arms 11. The part A is connected 
with part B in the manner shown in Fig. 2 
and is held against removal by means of the 
edge portions 16 that are so curved that they 
enclose the parallel arms 11. The edges 16 
are provided with a plurality of notches 17 
which are adapted to be engaged by the 
curved portion 18 which forms the connec 

of part B which has been indicated by nu 
meral 19 is reversely bent and forms a hook 
Which embraces the lower edge of the hoop 
3 in the manner shown in Figs. 4 and 5. The 
hook formed by parts 13 and 14 embraces the is 
upper edge of hoop 5 which forms part of the 
cover. By pressing the two ends of the fas 
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tener together, the connecting portions 18 
can be moved downwardly into engagement 
with one of the teeth 17 and the fastener will 
then be latched in such a manner that it will 
not extend to its original length. The arms 
11 are normally spread outwardly so that 
they have a tendency to move the parts 18 
outwardly into engagement with the notches 
17. The parts A and B are therefore con 
nected by the ratchet which will hold them in 
adjusted position and which permits the 
fastener to be shortened by merely applying 
the force to the opposite ends but which pre 
vents the fastener from extending until the 
end portions 15 are moved together so as to 
disengage them from the notches or teeth in 
which they are held. I want to call attention 
to the fact that the teeth or notches 17 are 
undercut so as to form tips that extend down 
wardly below the upper surface of the 
notches. This undercut feature of the con 
struction serves to prevent accidental disen 
gagement of the parts A and B and makes it 
necessary to slightly shorten the fastener by 
applying pressure to the opposite ends before 
it can be released. This assures that the 
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fastener-will remain in adjusted position un-- 
till manually unlatched. 
Let us iow assume that the basket has 

been packed with fruit and that the cover: 95. 
has been applied and attached to the 
handles 4 by means of the transverse strip 
7. As fastener is now applied to opposite 
sides of the basket in the manner shown in 
Fig. 1. This is accomplished by taking one 
of the fasteners and extending it to its maxi 
mum length and engaging the lowerhook 
with the hoop 3 and then placing the hook 
end of member A over the hoop 5, after which 
pressure is applied to the ends of the fastener 
So as to contract it to the extent found neces 
sary. 
applied to each side of the basket the cover 
will be securely held in place and the han 
dling of the basket will therefore: be greatly. 
facilitated, all danger of losing any of the 
contents of the basket will also be removed 
as there is no tendency or opportunity for 
the cover to spread away from the top of 
the basket as often happens when the cover 
is held in place merely by the strip 7. As 
before explained, the fastener can be readily 
removed by-compressing it slightly and then. 
moving the ends 15 together so as to disen 
gage them from the notches 17. 

It may sometimes be desirable to secure 
the cover to the basket in such a way that it 
cannot be removed without first destroying 
the fastener, and under such circumstances, 
the hooks - at the upper and lower ends of 
the fastener are: curved in the reverse direc 
tion so that the ends 15 will lie between the 
tubular member and the basket and thus be: 
inaccessible. With fasteners of the type 
shown in Fig. 5, the cover will be locked to 

When one of these fasteners has been 

00 

05. 

10 

3. 



O 

5 

i,787,202 

the basket in such a way that it will reduce 
pilfering to a minimum. 
I want to call particular attention to the 

tubular construction of part B which makes 
it very rigid and assures satisfactory opera 
tion even when the basket curves outwardly 
to such an extent that it tends to curve the 
fastener. If member B were readily flexible, 
it might easily be bent outwardly to such 
an extent as to prevent satisfactory opera 
tion of the device when it is applied in place. 
The use of a double row of notches 1 and 

two hook spring arms produces a factor of 
safety as the device will operate even if one 
of the arms should become broken and be 
sides this, it gives a balanced effect and helps 
to keep the fastener straight when subjected 
to heavy strain. The tubular guide also gives 
protection to the lower part of the arms 11 
and prevents the latter from becoming bent 
or deformed when the basket is subjected to 
severe and rough handling. 
From the above description it will be ap 

parent that I have produced a fastener of 
5 a very simple construction that can be ap 

plied to fruit baskets and which can be re 
moved without destroying it in any way so 
that it may be again reapplied and can in 
fact be used over and over again as many 
times as may be desired. This fastener is 
so constructed that it is applied and removed 
by the use of the fingers alone and therefore 
no special tool is necessary for this purpose. 
It is obvious that the result sought to be 

obtained by this invention can be attained by 
means which differ specifically from that 
above described, and it is therefore appli 
cant's intention that the specific fastener 
shown and described above, shall be consid 
ered as an example only of a fastener of this 
type but is not to be considered as limiting 
the invention to the construction shown to 
any greater extent than made necessary by 
the state of the prior art. 
Having described the invention what is 

claimed as new is: 
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1. An adjustable device for attaching a 
cover to a basket, said device comprising an 
elongated member formed from sheet metal, 
a portion of each side edge of the member 
being bent reversely so as to form opposing 
grooves, one end of said member having a 
hook adapted to engage a portion of a basket, 
the edges of the reversely bent sides being 
provided with opposed ratchet teeth, a co 
operating member formed from a wire bent 
intermediate its ends into a hairpin shape, 
the end having the bend being bent trans 
versely of the plane of the member so as to 
form a hook adapted to engage a portion 
of a cover, the free ends of the hair pin. 
shaped portion being bent so as to form hooks 
that are adapted to engage the ratchet teeth 
On the other member, those portions of the 
Wire member between the hooks at the free 

3. 

ends and the first mentioned hook being 
straight and located in the grooves which 
form guides. 

2. An adjustable device for attaching a 
cover to a basket, said device comprising an 
elongated member formed from sheet metal, 
a portion of each side edge of the member 
being bent reversely so as to form opposing 
grooves, one end of said member having a 
hook adapted to engage a portion of a basket, 
the edges of the reversely bent sides being 
provided with opposed ratchet teeth, a co 
Operating member formed from a wire bent 
intermediate its ends into a hair pin shape, 
the end having the bend being bent trans 
versely of the plane of the member so as to 
form a hook adapted to engage a portion of 
a cover, the free ends of the hair pin shaped 
portion being bent so as to form hooks that 
are adapted to engage the ratchet teeth on 
the other member, those portions of the wire 
member between the hooks at the free ends 
and the first mentioned hook being straight 
and located in the grooves which form guides, 
and means for retaining the two members 
in assembled relation. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 
OLIVER O. KENDALL. 
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