
2. Sheets-Sheet 1. 

H. F. QUINT, 
Coffins. . . . 

No. 21 O,210. Patented Nov. 26, 1878. 

T344 Zeuvevazor 
AOw/c2. r A6 (7 2 catas 

NPETERs, Photo-uHOGRAPHER, wash INGTON, O.C. 

  



2 Sheets-Sheet 2, 

H. F. QUINT, 

Patented Nov. 26, 1878. 
COffins, 

No. 210,210. 

SS s N 

Z/avee/or M/d/reasses, 

N.Peters, Photo-luTHoGRAPHER, WASHINGTON, D.C. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
HENRY F. QUINT, OF HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS, 

IMPROVEMENT IN COFFNS. 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 20,210, dated November 26, 1878; application filed 
October 30, 1877. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, HENRY F. QUINT, of 

Holyoke, in the county of Hampden and State 
of Massachusetts, have invented certain Im 
provements in Coffins, of which the following 
is a specification: 
My invention relates to coffins, caskets, and 

burial-cases; and consists in the employment 
of a rolling or folding curtain or screen ar 
ranged beneath the lid or cover, and provided 
with means whereby it may be extended or 
moved to cover the opening or openings in the 
lid orcover, or drawn back to uncover the same 
from the outside, without opening or unsealing 
the coffin, as hereinafter more fully explained. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 rep 
resents a top-plan view of a casket provided 
with my improved device, showing the curtain 
or screen extended over the opening in the 
lid; Fig. 2, a similar view with the curtain or 
screen moved back to uncover the same; Fig. 
3, a plan view with the lid or cover removed, 
and Fig. 4 a longitudinal section. 
As commonly constructed, the lids or cov 

ers of coffins are provided with a readily-de 
tachableportion, covering an opening through 
which the corpse may be viewed; or in some 
cases the entire top of the coffin or casket is 
so provided, the openings being frequently 
covered with glass. It is found that when 
thus constructed it not unfrequently happens 
that the openings are of such size as to pre 
sent to view portions of the body which it is 
desirable to have concealed, on account of their 
being discolored or shrunken, and also that 
considerable inconvenience is experienced in 
applying and removing the detachable por 
tion or portions by reason of their interfering 
with flowers, &c., with which the coffin or 
casket is usually furnished, besides frequently 
occasioning unpleasant noise in its application. 
To obviate these difficulties, and provide a 

coffin or casket in which the glass in the open 
ings may be more or less covered or uncovered 
at will, and in which the trouble and annoy 
ance occasioned by the ordinary removable 
lid for temporarily exposing to view or con 
cealing the remains may be avoided. 

I construct the same as shown in the draw. 
ings, in which A represents a body or case, 

and B a permanent lid, furnished with an open 
ing, C, preferably provided with glass, G, as 
shown. n 

Directly beneath the lid B, and a short dis 
tance below the lower end of the opening C, I 
place a transverse roller, D, mounted and turn 
ing at its ends in suitable bearings, to which 
roller is secured one end of a curtain or screen, 
H. The opposite end of the curtain is fur 
nished with a light cross-rod, by which it is 
kept straight and smooth, the ends of said rod 
being formed into or furnished with eyes c, as 
shown, to each of which I attach a cord, E. 
These cords are carried along the sides of the 
coffin or casket to the head of the same, where 
they pass through eyes or staples a, one at 
each side, and thence to and through a cen 
trally-located eye or staple, b, as shown, and 
out through an opening or notch formed in the 
end of the coffin directly below the lid. The 
ends of the two cords are here united and pro 
vided with a tassel or button, as shown in Fig. 
4. In this way the cords are caused to pass 
each side of the opening C, and prevented 
from crossing the same, and thereby obstruct 
ing the view. 
In practice, I prefer to provide the roller 

with a coiled take-up spring, whereby the roller 
is caused to revolve and wind the curtain or 
screen upon its exterior in the same manner 
as those commonly employed with window-cur 
tains; but it is obvious that other means may 
be provided to the same end. 

It will be seen that when thus arranged the 
curtain or screen may be drawn any desired 
distance across the opening C by simply draw 
ing on the cords E, and when brought to the 
desired point may be there secured by simply 
tying or winding the cord about a button or 
stud, F, secured upon the end of the coffin, or 
by a spring-clip or similar well-known device, 
When the opening C is covered by the cur. 

tain, and it is desired to uncover the same, it 
is only necessary to release the cord E, when 
the spring-roller D Winds the curtain in. 
When it is desired to apply this device to 

coffins or caskets in which the entire top is 
exposed or open, the same general arrange. 
ment is employed; but the roller is placed at 
the lower end and concealed under the up 

  



holstering, or in some similar manner; and it 
is also to be noticed that my device is equally 
as applicable to coffins or caskets not provided 
with a glass plate, as to those where the corpse 
is protected by glass in the opening. 
The curtain or screenH may be of any suita 

ble opaque substance-such, for instance, as 
silk or velvet-and may have any suitable in 
scription embroidered or Wrought thereupon. 

It will be observed that this arrangement 
dispenses with all noise, is extremely conven 
ient and quick of operation, and, being be 
neath the lid or cover, can in no way interfere 
With flowers or other decorations placed upon 
the coffin or casket. 

It is apparent that other means may be em 
ployed for operating the roller, or that, instead 
of being rolled up, the curtain may be made 
to fold; that the spring may be arranged to 
close instead of open the curtain, or that it 
may be omitted and other devices used for op 
erating the roller, or cords arranged to both 
Open and close the curtain. 

20,210 

Having thus described my invention, What 
I claim is 

1. As an improvement in coffins having a 
face-opening, the combination therewith of an 
internal rolling or folding curtain and an op 
erating device, substantially such as shown, 
extending to the outside of the coffin, whereby 
the curtain may be closed or opened from the 
outside without opening the coffin. 

2. The combination of the coffin having the 
face-opening, theinternal spring-roller or other 
retracting device, the flexible blind connected 
thereto, and a cord extending from the shade 
through the coffin to its outside. 

3. In combination with the coffin, the in 
ternal horizontal roller and shade, the guides 
a, and the cords E, passed around the face 
opening through the guides, and thence to the 
outside of the coffin. 

HENRY F. QUINT. 
Witnesses: 

J. P. BUCKLAND, . 
W. G. WHITE. 

  

  


